The Book of

JUubD

Judges 1

1 The acts of Judah and Simeon. 8 Jerusa
taken. 10 Hebron taken. 13 Othniel marri

GES

they struck Sheshai, and Ahiman, and
Talmai.

erhl And from there he went against the
bonediving in Debir, and the name of Debir

Achsah. 17 Hormah, Gaza, Askelon and Ekidormerly was City of Sepher.

taken. 21 The acts of Benjamin. 22 Of the ho
of Joseph, who takes Bethel. 30 Of Zebul
31 Of Asher. 33 Of Naphtali. 34 Of Dan.

1 9 And it happened after the death of Jos
the sons of Israel inquired of Jehovah, s
ing, Who shall first go up for us against
Canaanites, to fight against them?

2 And Jehovah said, Judah shall go
Behold, | have given the land into his ha|

3 And Judah said to his brother Sime
Go up with me into my lot, and we sh
fight against the Canaanites. And | also
go with you into your lot. And Simed
went with him.

4 And Judah went up, and Jehovah dg
ered the Canaanites and the Perizzites
their hand. And they struck them in Bez
ten thousand men.

5 And they found Adoni-bezek in Beze
and fought against him, and struck
Canaanites and the Perizzites.

1s2 And Caleb saidiHe who strikes the
ity of Sepher and captures it, | shall give
my daughter Achsah to him for a wife.
hd® And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the
dyother of Caleb, the younger one, cap-
hered it. And he gave his daughter Achsah
to him for a wife.

up4 And it happened as she came, she per-
nelladed him to ask a field from her father.
ohnd she dismounted from the ass. And
plaleb said to her, What do ydesire?

Will5 And she said to him, Give a blessing to
mme. Since you have given me the land of
the Negeb, also you shall give springs of
lwater to me. And Caleb gave the upper
ispoings and the lower springs to her.

pld,6 And the sons of the Kenite, the father-
in-law of Moses, had gone up out of the
kity of palms with the sons of Judah to the
lalderness of Judah, which is in the south
of Arad. And they went and lived with the

6 And Adoni-bezek fled, and they plipeople.

sued him and caught him, and cut off
thumbs and his big toes.

7 And Adoni-bezek said, Seventy kinvgth
their thumbs and their big toes cut off u
to be gathering scraps under my table.
have done, so God has repaid me. And
brought him to Jerusalem, and he died th

8 And the sons of Judah fought aga
Jerusalem, and captured it, and strug
with the mouth of the sword, and set
city on fire.

9 1 And afterward the sons of Judah w
down to fight against the Canaanites v
lived in the mountains, and the Negeb,
the lowlands.

his7 And Judah went with his brother
Simeon, and they struck the Canaanites liv-
ing in Zephath and destroyed it. And the
bedme of the cityvas calledHormabh.

\g B And Judah captured Gaza and its bor-
oy, and Ashkelon and its border, and Ekron
end its border.

nd® And Jehovah was with Judah, and he
ldispossessed the hills, but did not dispos-
lisessthe onediving in the valley, for they
had chariots of iron.

ef@0 And they gave Hebron to Caleb, as
Moses had said. And He dispossessed the
pificiee sons of Anak from there.

21 1 And the sons of Benjamin did not

10 And Judah went against the Canaanitkéspossess the Jebusites living in Jerusalem.

who lived in Hebron (and the name

&nd the Jebusites live with the sons of

Hebron was formerly City of Arba) ar

@enjamin in Jerusalem until this day.
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Nations not expelled; Place of Weeping

22 And the house of Joseph went up, {he86 But the Amorites willed to live in Mount

also against Beth-el. And Jehovah was
them.

23 And the house of Joseph sent to
around Beth-el, and the name of the
formerly was Luz.

24 Andthosekeeping watch saw a m
coming out from the city and said to h
Let us see the entrance of the city, ang
will do kindness with you.

25 And he let them see the entrance o
city. And they struck the city with t
mouth of the sword; and they sent ay
the man and all his family.

26 And the man went to the land of
Hittites and built a city, and called its na|
Luz; it is its name to this day.

27 And Manasseh had not disposse:
Beth-shean and its daughtéhages and
Taanach and its daughteiltages, and
the onediving in Dor and its daughte
villages and theonesliving in Ibleam
and its daughtevillages; and theones
living in Megiddoand its daughtevil-
lages. For theCanaanites willed to iV
in that land.
28 But it happened when Israel becza
strong that they put the Canaanites to
ute, but did not completely dispossess th
29 And Ephraim did not dispossess
Canaanites who lived in Gezer, and
Canaanites lived among them in Geze
30 Zebulun did not dispossess thieeg
living in Kitron, and theonesliving in
Nahalol; but the Canaanites lived am
them, and they became forced laborer
31 And Asher did not dispossess tireeg
living in Accho, and theonesliving in
Sidon, and Ahlab, and Achzib, and Helb
and Aphik, and Rehob.

vitteres, in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim. Yet the
hand of the house of Joseph was heavy, so

sihat they became forced laborers.

Citg6 And the border of the Amoritegas
from the ascent of Akrabbim, from the rock
arand upward.

e Judges 2
1 The Angel of Jehovah rebukes the people at The
thelace of Weeping (Bochim). 6 The wickedness

e of the new generation after Joshua. 14 Jehovah's

vayanger and pity toward them. 20 The Canaanites

are left as a test of Israel.

hd T And the Angel of Jehovah came up

mieom Gilgal to The Place of Weeping, and
said, | caused you to come up out of Egypt

bt brought you into the land which | had
sworn to your fathers, and said, | will not
break My covenant with you forever.

F- 2 And you, you shall cut no covenant with
theonesliving in this land. You shall break
down their altars. Yet you have not listened
to My voice. Whais this you have done?

e 3 And | also have said, | shall not dispos-
sess them before you, and they shall be-

L\nseme thorns in yoursides, and their gods

righall become a snare to you.

erd.And it happened when the Angel of Je-

thevah spoke these words to all the sons of

therael, the people lifted up their voice and

[.wept.

5 And they called the name of that place
The Place of Weeping: and sacrificed to
prighovah there.

s.6 9 And Joshua sent the people away, and
the sons of Israel each went to his inherit-
ance, to possess the land.

al/ And the people served Jehovah all the
days of Joshua, and all the days of the el-

32 And the Asherites lived among thders who prolongettheir days after Joshua,

Canaanites, thenesliving in the land, fo
they did not dispossess them.

33 Naphtali did not dispossess tmedliv-
ing in Beth-shemesh, and tbheesliving in
Beth-anath, and they lived among
Canaanites, thenesliving in the land. Bu
the onediving in Beth-shemesh and Be
anath became forced laborers to them.

34 And the Amorites pressed the son
Dan into the hill country, for they would

who saw all the great work of Jehovah
which He had done for Israel.

8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant
of Jehovah, died, being a son of a hundred
hend ten years.

[ 9 And they buried him in the border of
hhis inheritance, in Timnath-heres, in the
hills of Ephraim on the north of Mount

5 Ghash.
ot10 And also all that generation was gath-

allow them to come down to the ke

ered to their fathers, and another getiena
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Jehovah forsaken for idols; nations left 253 Judges 3

arose after them who had not known Jgh@1 | also will not any more dispossess any
vah, and not yet the works which He hdidbm before them any more of the nations
done for Israel. that Joshua left from before them when he

11 And the sons of Israel did evil in thdied;
sight of Jehovah, and served the Baalg. 22 so that by them | may test Israel, whether

12 And they forsook Jehovah, the God thfey are keeping the way of Jehovah, to go
their fathers, who brought them out from it, as their fathers kept it, or not.
the land of Egypt. And they went after othe23 And Jehovah left those nations without
gods, of the gods of the peoples who wWelispossessing them quickly. And He did not
around them, and bowed themselvesdeliver them into the hand of Joshua.
them, and angered Jehovah.

13 Yea, they forsook Jehovah, and sefved Judges 3
Baal and the Ashtoroth. 1 The nations that were left to prove Israel.

14 And the anger of Jehovah burned They commitidolatry. 8 Othniel delivers them
against Israel, and He gave them into|th&om Chushan-rishathaim, 15 Ehud from Eglon,
hand of plunderers; and they plundered1 Shamgar from the Philistines.
them. And He sold them into the hand df I And these are the nations which Jeho-
their enemies all around, and they were|nath left in order to test Israel by them, all
able to stand before their enemies awho did not know all the wars of Canaan;
longer. 2 only that the generations of the sons of

15 Wherever they went, the hand of [Jerael might know, to teach them war, only
hovah was against them for evil, as Jghibese who did not before know them:
vah had spoken, and as Jehovah had si@8rfive lords of the Philistines, and all the
to them. Andt distressed them very mugiCanaanites, and the Sidonians, and the

16 And Jehovah raised up judges, and fhdiyites that lived in Mount Lebanon from
saved them from the hand of their pliMount Baal-hermon to the entering of
derers. Hamath.

17 But they also did not listen to theid And they wereghereto test Israel by
judges, but fornicated after other gods, m, to know whether they would listen
bowed themselves to them. They quidkly the commands of Jehovah, which He had
turned aside out of the way which theirf commanded their fathers by the hand of
fathers walked to obey the commands Mbses.

Jehovah. They did not do so. 5 And the sons of Israel lived among the

18 And when Jehovah raised up judgegsGanaanites, the Hittites, and the Amorites,
them, then Jehovah was with the judge, [aarttl the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the
saved them out of the hand of their busites.
emies all the days of the judge. For Jgh6-And they took their daughters to them-
vah took pity because of their groanirsglves for wives, and gave their daughters
before those oppressing them, and thaseheir sons, and they served their gods.
crushing them. 7 And the sons of Israel did that which

19 And at the death of the judge, it hapas evil in the sight of Jehovah, and for-
pened that they would turn and act miaget Jehovah their God, and served the Baals
corruptly than their fathers, to go afjend the Asherahs.
other gods, to serve them, and to bow the®-{ And the anger of Jehovah burned
selves to them. And they did not fall awagainst Israel. And He gave them over into
from their own doings, and from their stylbhe hand of Chushan-rishathaim, king of
born way. Mesopotamia. And the sons of Israel served
20 And the anger of Jehovah burn&hushan-rishathaim eight years.
against Israel. And He said, Because [this And when the sons of Israel cried to
nation has transgressed My covenant whildhovah, Jehovah raised up one to deliver
| commanded their fathers, and has nof lise sons of Israel, Othniel the son of Kenaz,
tened to My voice, Caleb’s younger brother, who saved them.
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254

Othniel, Ehud first judges appointed

10 And the Spirit of Jehovah was put
him, and he judged Israel. And he went
to war, and Jehovah gave Chush
rishathaim the king of Mesopotamia i
his hand. And his hand had power o
Chushan-rishathaim.

11 And the land had rest forty years. A
Othniel the son of Kenaz died.

12 1 And the sons of Israel did evil ag
in the sight of Jehovah. And Jehovah m
Eglon the king of Moab strong against
rael, because they had done evil in the g
of Jehovah.

083 And Ehud went out to the porch, and

ahtut the doors of the roof room on him,
pand locked them.

t@4 And when he had gone out, his ser-

Vveaints came. And they looked, and, behold,

the doors of the roof room were locked.
rkhd they said, Surely his covering his
feet in the roof room of coolness.

hia5 And they waited until they were
palshamed. And, behold! He did not open

Ithe doors of the room. So they took the
ighy and opened them. And, behold, their
masterhad fallen down to the earth dead.

13 And he gathered to him the sons of Amin@6 And Ehud escaped while they waited.

and Amalek, and went and struck Israel.
they possessed the city of palm trees.

14 And the sons of Israel served Eg
the king of Moab eighteen years.

15 And the sons of Israel cried to Je
vah, and Jehovah raised up one to
liver them, Ehud the son of Gera, a §
of the Benjamite, a mawith his right
hand impeded. And the sons of Israel §
a present by his hand to Eglon the k
of Moab.

16 And Ehud made a sword for hims
and ithad two mouths, a cubit in lengt
And he girded it under his long robe,
his right thigh.

17 And he brought the present to Eg
the king of Moab; and Eglon was a v¢
fat man.

18 And it happened, when he had finis
offering the present, he sent away
people, the bearers of the present.

MAshd he had passed by the images, and had

slipped away to Seirath.
oR7 And it happened, when he had come,
he blew on the horn in the hills of

nBphraim. And the sons of Israel came down

aéth him from the hills, and he before them.
0P8 And he said to them, Follow me, for
Jehovah has delivered your enemies the
dmvabites into your hand. And they went
mipwn after him and took the fords of the
Jordan against the Moabites. Ateydid

blipt allow a man to pass over.

N.29 And they struck about ten thousand
anen of Moab at that time, every stout
man all men of strength. And not a man
@scaped.

br30 And Moab was subdued that day under
the hand of Israel. And the land had rest
heihty years.

th#&l § And after him was Shamgar the son
of Anath, who struck six hundred men of

19 And he himself turned back from the Philistines with an ox goad. And he

carved images at Gilgal, and said, | ha
secret word for you, O king. And he sg

Be silent! And all those standing beside him

went out from him.
20 And Ehud came to him. And he w

sitting by himselin the roof room of coolr

ness whiclwashis. And Ehud said, | ha
a word from God to you. And he rose
of his seat.

21 And Ehud put out his left hand g
took the sword from his right thigh, a
thrust it intoEglon’s belly.
22 And the haft also went in after the bl
and the fat closed on the blade; for he

alao delivered Israel.
id,
Judges 4

dsDeborah and Barak deliver them from Jabin
and Sisera. 17 Jael kills Sisera.

el 7 And the sons of Israel did evil again in

btite sight of Jehovah when Ehud was dead.
2 And Jehovah sold them into the hand of

nthbin the king of Canaan, who ruled in Hazor.

ndnd his army commander was Sisera; and

he lived in Harosheth of the nations.

d& And the sons of Israel cried to Jehovah,

dat he had nine hundred chariots of iron.

not draw the sword out of his belly;
the dung came out.

Tio

nd he oppressed the sons of Israel with
rce twenty years.
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Deborah and Barak; Jael a heroine, too
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Judges 5

4 9 And Deborah the wife of Lapidoth| &6 And Barak pursued after the chariots

woman prophetessyas judging Israel
that time.

5 And she lived under the palm tree
Deborah, between Ramah and Bethe
the hills of Ephraim. And the sons of
rael went up to her for judgment.

6 And she sent and called for Barak,
son of Abinoam, out of KedeahNaphtali,
and said to him, Has not Jehovah the
of Israel commanded? Go and draw tow
Mount Tabor, and take ten thousand
of the sons of Naphtali, and of the son
Zebulun with you.

7 And | will draw to youat the torren
Kishon, Sisera, the army commandel
Jabin, and his chariots, and his multitu

and after the army, to Harosheth of the
nations. And all the army of Sisera fell by
tife mouth of the sword; there was not even
,ane left.

s47 § And Sisera fled on his feet to the
tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite.
tRer there waspeace between Jabin the
king of Hazor and the house of Heber
e Kenite.

adB And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and
neaid to him, Turn aside, my lord; turn aside
stofme; do not fear. And he turned in to her
into the tent; and she covered him with a
rug.

df9 And he said to her, Please give me a
ditle water to drink, for | am thirsty. And

and shall give him into your hands.

8 And Barak said to her, If you go wi
me, then | will go. And if you will not g
with me, | will not go.

9 And she said, | will surely go with yo
only, your glory shall not be on the w
which you are going, for Jehovah shall
Sisera into the hand of a woman.
Deborah rose up and went with Baral
Kedesh.

10 1 And Barak called Zebulun a
Naphtali together to Kedesh. And he w|
up with ten thousand men at his feet.
Deborah went up with him.

11 And Heber the Kenite had broken a
from the Keniteshe beingof the sons
Hobab, the father-in-law of Moses. A
he pitched his tent by the oak in Zaan
near Kedesh.

12 And they told Sisera that Barak the

she opened a skin of milk, and gave him
drink, and covered him.
20 And he said to her, Staatithe door
of the tent, and it shall beahyman comes
in and asks you, and says, Is there a man
ere? And you shall say, There is not.
efll And Jael the wife of Heber took a tent
meg, and took a hammer in her hand, and
weent to him quietly. Anghedrove the peg
into his temple, and she beat it into the
ground. And he had been fast asleep, and
int; and he died.
n2 And, behold, as Barak followed Sisera,
Jael came out to meet him, and said to him,
&pme, and | will let you see the man whom
you are seeking. And he came in to her,
dnd, behold! Sisera had fallanddied and
ithe pegwasin his temple.
23 And on that day God humbled Jabin the
kimg of Canaan before the sons of Israel.

of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabpr24 And the hand of the sons of Israel went
13 And Sisera called up all his charigtsn, going on and pressing hard on Jabin
nine hundred chariots of iron, and all {iee king of Canaan, until they had cut off
people with him, from Harosheth of th&abin the king of Canaan.

nations, to the torrent Kishon.

14 And Deborah said to Barak, Rise lp, Judges 5

for thisis the day in which Jehovah e song of Deborah and Barak.

given Sisera into your hand. Has not Jgh&- And Deborah and Barak, the son of
vah gone out before you? And Barak binoam, sang on that day, saying:

down from Mount Tabor, and ten thousgn@ For the loosing of locks of hair in Is-
men after him. rael; for the willing offering of the people,
15 And Jehovah confused Sisera, andkd#éss Jehovah!

the chariots, and all the army, by the mquh Listen, O kings; give ear, O princes. |,
of the sword, before Barak. And Sisera caeeenl, will sing to Jehovah; | will sing
down from the chariot and fled on his fagiraise to Jehovah the God of Israel.
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Triumphant song of Deborah

4 O Jehovah, when You went forth out
Seir, when You marched out of the fields
Edom, the earth trembled, and the hea
dropped. Yea, the clouds dropped watef

5 The mountains quaked before the f
of Jehovabh, this Singjuakedfrom beforg
Jehovah the God of Israel.

6 7 In the days of Shamgar the sor
Anath, in the days of Jael, the highw.
ceased, and those going in the paths
eledin byways.

7 The leaders ceased in Israel; they ce
until I, Deborah, arose; | aroasa mothe
in Israel.

8 They chose new gods; then waas at
the gates! Neither a shield nor a spear
seen among forty thousand in Israel.

9 My heartwastoward the lawgivers ¢
Israel, who freely offered themselvg
among the people; bless Jehovah!

af the shore of the seas, and remained by
bfs havens.

eb8 Zebulun, a people who despised his
.life, evento death; also Naphtali on the
dugh places of the field.

19 Kings came; they fought; then the
kings of Canaan fought in Taanach by
tble waters of Megiddo; they took no gain

Tm silver.

ref20 The stars fought from the heavens;
from their courses they fought with Sisera.
hs2 The torrent Kishon swept them away,
the ancient river, the torrent Kishon. You
trod, my soulin strength.

22 Then did the hooves of horses beat
viiasn the galloping, galloping of his mighty
stallions.

f 23 Cursing, curse Meroz, said the Angel
®f Jehovah; curse thanesliving in it be-
cause they did not come to the help of Je-

10 You that ride on white asses, you fHaivah, to the help of Jehovah among the

sit on rich carpets, and you going on
way, sing out!
11 Louderthan the voice of those divi

thaghty ones.
24 9 Most blessed among women is Jael,
jthe wife of Heber the Kenite. She is blessed

ing between the watering places there, fr@ypong women in the tent.

shall tell of the righteous acts of Jehov
the righteous acts of His leaders in Isr
Then the people of Jehovah went dow
the gates.

12 1 Awake, awake, Deborah! Awal
awake, utter a song! Rise, Barak, and
your captives captive, son of Abinoam

13 Then the remnant that remained tr
on the noble ones of the people; Jehd
trod for me among the mightynes

14 Out of Ephraimthey came, thog
whose root waagainstAmalek. After you
Benjamin, among your peoples; and
of Machir came down commanders; &
out of Zebulun the ones that hold the s
of the scribe.

15 And my commanders in Issachare
with Deborah; as was Issachar, was
Barak. They were sent into the valley
his feet. Among the divisions of Reub
resolves of heart were great!

16 Why did you sit between the sheepfd
to hear the bleatings of flocks? At the
visions of Reuben searchings of heart w
great!

17 Gilead remained beyond the Jord

25 He asked for water; she gdm milk;

hiel.a lordly bowl she brought curd.

N 86 She put her hand to the tent peg, and her
right hand to the workmen’s hammer; and
she hammered Sisera; she smashed his head;
etk struck through and pierced his temple.
27 Between her feet he bowed; he fell; he
dagl down. Between her feet he bowed; he
\fall! Where he bowed, there he fell down
devastated.

e28 Through the window she looked out;
yea, she cried out, the mother of Sisera,
aihirough the lattice; Why does his chariot
Loietlay to come? Why have the steps of his
fafiariot tarried?

29 The wise ones of her princesses answered
her; yea, she returned her words to herself:
30 Do they not find and divide the plun-
der? A womb, twavombsto eachman’s
dread; a plunder of dyezothsto Sisera, a
plunder of embroidered dyezloths two
ldmbroidered dyedlothsfor the necks of
dihe plunder?

eBd So all Your enemies shall perish, O Je-
hovah, and those who love Hihall beas

dahe sun when it goes forth in its might.

and why did Dan stay in ships? Asher

sand the land had rest forty years.
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Midian invades; Jehovah appoints Gideon 257

Judges 6

Judges 6

1 The Israelites are oppressed by Midian. 11 T
Angel of Jehovah sends Gideon to deliver th
25 Gideon destroys Baal's altar and offers
sacrifice on the altar [Jehovah-shalom] Pea
of Jehovah. 33 Gideon’s army. 36 His signs

1 9 And the sons of Israel did evil agair

12 And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to
him, and said to him, Jehovawith you,
tmaighty one of strength.
el 3 And Gideon said to Him, Oh my Lord,
#f Jehovah is with us, then why has all this
drappened to us? And where are all His
wonders which our fathers recounted to us,
faying, Did not Jehovah bring us up out of

the sight of Jehovah, and Jehovah gave {Hegypt? And now Jehovah has left us, and

into the hand of Midian seven years.

2 And the hand of Midian was stro
against Israel. And the sons of Israel m
dens for themselves before the face
Midian, in the mountains, and the ca\
and the strongholds.

3 And it happened if Israel had sownops
that Midian, and Amalek, and the sons
the east came; yea, they came against t

4 and camped against them, and destr
the produce of the land until you enter Ga
And they left no food in Israel, either she
or Ox, Or ass.

5 For they came up with their livesto
and with their tents. They came in like
custs for number, and there was no n
ber to them, to their camels. And they cg
into the land to destroy it.

6 And Israel was brought very low befd
Midian. And the sons of Israel cried to
hovah.

has given us into the hands of Midian.
ndl4 And Jehovah turned to him and said,
p@e in this strength of yours, and you shall
bdefliver Israel out of the hand of Midian.
ddave | not sent you?

15 And he said to Him, Oh my Lord, with
what shall | deliver Israel? Behold, my fam-
ibf is the weakest in Manasseh, and | the

Nieast in my father’s house.

pyHE6l And Jehovah said to him, Because | am
\zeth you, you shall strike Midian as one man.
erd,7 And he said to Him, Please, if | have
found grace in Your eyes, then You shall do
lfior me a sign that You are speaking with me.
018 Please do not move from here until |
loome to You and bring my food offering
rand lay it before You. And He said, | will
abide until you come back.

rd9 And Gideon went in and prepared a
J&id of the goats, and unleavenigebad of

an ephah of flour. He put the flesh in a

7 1 And it happened when the sons of
rael had cried to Jehovah about Midia

8 Jehovah sent a man, a prophet, t
sons of Israel. And he said to them, So
Jehovah the God of Israel, | have bro
you up out of Egypt; and | have brou
you out from a house of slaves.

9 And | have delivered you out of the h
of the Egyptians, and out of the han
all those oppressing you; and | have dri
them out before you; and | have given
their land.

10 And | said to you, am Jehovah yo
God. You shall not fear the gods of

lsmsket, and he put the broth in a pot. And
he brought it out to Him, under the oak,
trel offeredt.

ag6 And the Angel of Jehovah said to him,
dhake the flesh and the unleavertedad
bnd placghemon this rock, and pour out
the broth. And he did so.

ndl And the Angel of Jehovah put forth
tdfe end of the staff in His hand and
ched the flesh and the unleavened
twead And the fire rose up out of the
rock and burned up the flesh and the
runleavenedread And the Angel of Je-
Hevah went out of his sight.

Amorite amongwhom youare dwelling| 22 And Gideon saw that He was the An-
in their land. But you have not listened el of Jehovah. And Gideon said, Alas, Lord
My voice. Jehovah! Because | have seen the Angel of
11 9 And the Angel of Jehovah came adehovah face to face!

sat under the oak which is in Ophrah, whicA3 And Jehovah said to him, Peace to you,
belongedo Joash the Abiezrite. And his ar not. You shall not die.

Gideon was beating out wheat in {h4 And Gideon built an altar to Jehovah
winepress, to hide it from the eyes of Midiathere, and called it Peace of Jehovah
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Gideon gathers an army; trial by fleece

[Jehovah-shaloin It is still in Ophrah of Zebulun, and to Naphtali. And they came

the Abiezrites until today.

up to meet them.

25 § And it happened on that night, Jeh@6 And Gideon said to God, If You ae

vah said to him, Take your father's b
and the second bull of seven years; and
shall throw down the altar of Baal whi
belongsto your father, and you shall g
down the Asherah beside it.

26 And you shall build an altar to Jeho
your God on the top of this stronghold,
an arrangement, and shall take the se
bull and offer a burnt offering with the wo

lieliver Israel by my hand, as You have spoken,
y8d behold, Bmplacing the fleece of wool
chn the grain floor; if the dew is on the
fteece only, and dryness on all the ground,
then | will know that You will deliver Is-
ahel by my hand, as You have spoken.

ir38 And it was so. And he rose early on the
caedt day and wrung the fleece, and drained
bdew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water.

of the Asherah which you have cut dow
27 And Gideon took ten men from his

.39 And Gideon said to God, Let not Your
nger glow against me, and | shall speak

vants and did as Jehovah had spoken totomly this time. Please let me try only this
And it happened, since he feared [time with the fleece; please let there be dry-
father's house and the men of the city} ness on the fleece alone; and let there be

do it by day, that he did it by night.

28 And the men of the city rose earl
the morning. And, behold, the altar of B
had been torn down and the Asherah
side it had been cut down. And the sec
bull had been offered on the altar wh
was built.

29 And they saideachman to his neig
bor, Who has done this thing? And t
asked and sought. And they said, Gid
the son of Joash has done this thing.

30 And the men of the city said to Joash, B
out your son, and he shall die, because h
torn down the altar of Baal, and because h
cut down the Asherah beside it.

31 And Joash said to all that stood ag
him, You, will you contend for Baal?
you, will you save him? He who conte
for him shall be killed by the morning.
he is a god, let him contend for hims
because one has torn down his altar.
32 And on that day he called h
Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal contend ag
him, because he has torn down his alt
33 1 And all Midian and Amalek, and t
sons of the east, were gathered toge
and crossed over, and camped in the vé
of Jezreel.

34 And the Spirit of Jehovah cloth
Gideonwith Himself and he blew with
rams’ horn. And the Abiezrites were cal
after him.

dew on all the ground.
id0 And God did so on that night, and there
@alas dryness only on the fleece, and there
beas dew on all the ground.
ond Judges 7
1 Gideon’s army of thirty-two thousand is sifted
- downto three hundred. 16 His strategy of trum-
€)pets and torches in jars. 23 The men of Ephraim
Otake Oreb and Zeeb.

1 9 And Jerubbaal (his Gideon) rose
iegrly, and all the people with him. And
thay camped by the spring of Harod, and
thees army of Midian was north of him on
Mount Moreh, in the valley.
indtAnd Jehovah said to Gideon, The people
with you are too many for Me to give
ddidian into their hands, that Israel not glo-
Ifify itself against Me, saying, My hand has
Helivered me.

3 And now please cry in the ears of the
meople, saying, Whoever fears and trembling,
ilgthim return and leave Mount Gilead. And
twenty-two thousand of the people returned.
nand ten thousand were left.
hérAnd Jehovah said to Gideon, The people
iderg stilltoo many. Bring them down to the
water, and | will refine them for you there.
bANd it shall behe ofwhom | say to you,
pthis one shall go with you, he shall go with
aobu. And any of whom | shall say to you,
This one shall not go with you, he shall

35 And he sent messengers to
Manasseh, and it also was called after
And he sent messengers to Asher

albt go.
id.And he brought the people down to
@ water. And Jehovah said to Gideon,
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Judges 7

Everyone who laps of the water with
tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set
apart. And everyone who bows on his kn
to drink, set apart

6 And the number of those lapping W
their hand to their moutlvasthree hundre
men. And all the rest of the people boy
down on their knees to drink water.

7 And Jehovah said to Gideon, | will @
liver you by the three hundred men w
lapped, and shall give Midian into yg
hand. And all the people shall gachman
to his place.

8 And the people took the food in th
hand, and their rams’ horns; and he
away every man of Israegachman to his
tent. But he kept hold on the three h
dred men. And the camp of Midian W
below him in the valley.

9 1 And it happened on that night, Je|
vah said to him, Rise up, go down to
camp, for | have given it into your han

10 And if you fear to go down, you a
your young man Phurah go down to
camp.

11 And you shall hear what they say. A

Nid6 1 And he divided the three hundred
hinen’ into three companies. And he put a
aesns’ horn in the hand of all of them, and
empty jars, and torches inside the jars.
it 7 And he said to them, Look at me, and
Ido this; even behold, | am coming to the
edge of the camp. And it shall be, as | do,
so you shall do.

e18 And | shall blow with a rams’ horn, |
femd all whoare with me. And you shall
wlow with the rams’ horns, you also all
around the camp, and shall shout, For Je-
hovah and for Gideon!

pil9 And Gideon came, and the hundred
emeén with him, to the edge of the camip
the beginning of the middle watch. Only
inewly rising up theyhad made rise the
agatchingones And they blew with the
rams’ horns, and shattered the jars in their
hHoand.

th20 And the three companies blew with
(their rams’ horns, and broke the jars, and
hdeld the torches in their left hand; and in
Hieeir right hand the rams’ horns, and they
cried out, A sword for Jehovah and for
rigideon!

afterward your hand shall be made st
ger, and you shall go down against
camp. And he went down, he and his yo
man Phurah, to the edge of the battle r
by fives whowerein the camp.

12 And Midian and Amalek, and all t
sons of the east, were lying in the vall
as the locusts for multitude. And there
no number of their caméigingas the san
on the lip of the sea for multitude.

13 And Gideon came; and, behold, a
was telling a dream to his companion.
he said, Behold, | have dreamed a dr
And, behold, a cake of barley bread was t
bling into the camp of Midian. And it cal
to the tent and struck it, and it fell, and tur
it upsidedowr and the tent fell down.

14 And his companion answered and
This is nothing but the sword of Gide

21 And theyeachman stood in his place,
h# around the army. And all the army ran,
agd they shouted, and they fled.

nR And the three hundred blew the rams’
horns, and Jehovah set a man’s sword
against his companion even in all the army.
nd the army fled to Beth-shittah, at
Zsrerath, to the border of Abel- meholah
by Tabbath.

23 1 And the men of Israel were called
om Naphtali, and from Asher, and from
adl Manasseh, and pursued Midian.

a@¥ And Gideon had sent messengers to all
e hills of Ephraim, saying, Come down
& meet Midian, and capture the waters be-
&ate them as far as Beth-barah and the Jor-
dan. And every man of Ephraim was called

, and they captured the waters as far as
eth-barah and the Jordan.

the son of Joash, a man of Israel. God[h2S And they captured the two rulers of
given Midian and all the army into his hapnMidian, Oreb and Zeeb. And Oreb was
15 And it happened when Gideon heard tlain at the rock of Oreb; and they killed
telling of the dream, and its interpretatipdeeb at the winevat of Zeeb. And they pur-
he worshiped. Andie returned to the armysued to Midian. And they brought the heads
of Israel and said, Rise up, for Jehovah|l@sOreb and Zeeb to Gideon beyond the
given the army of Midian into your hand.Jordan.
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Gideon captures two kings of Midian

Judges 8

1 Gideon pacifies the Ephraimites. 4 Succoth §
Penuel refuse to feed Gideon’s army. 10 Kir]

Jogbehah, and struck the army; for the army
was at ease.

nd2 And Zebah and Zalmunna fled; and he
gshased them and captured the two kings of

Zebah and Zalmunna taken. 13 Succoth taugilidian, Zebah and Zalmunna. And he

Penuel destroyed. 29 Gideon'’s sons, death.

1 9 And the men of Ephraim said to h
Whatis this thing you have done to us,
to call us when you went out to fig
against Midian? And they contended W
him sharply.

2 And he said to them, What have | d
now in comparison to you? Are not
gleanings of Ephraim better than the
tage of Abiezer?

3 God has given the rulers of Midig
Oreb and Zeeb, into your hand. And w|
was | able to do like you? Then th
spirits quieted toward him when he s
this word.

4 9 And Gideon came to the Jordan,
crossing over, and three hundred who W
with him, beingweary, yet pursuing.

5 And he said to the men of Succoth, Plg
give loaves of bread to the people at
feet, for they are weary; andam pursu-
ing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings
Midian.

6 And the rulers of Succoth said, the
palm of Zebah and Zalmunna now iny
hand, that we should give bread to y
army?

7 And Gideon said, Therefore, when
hovah has given Zebah and Zalmu
into my hand, | shall thresh your fle
with thorns of the wilderness and w
briers.

8 And he went up from there to Penl
and spoke to them in this same way. 4
the men of Penuel answered him as the
of Succoth had answered.

9 And he also spoke to the men of Pen
saying, When | come back in peace, |
break down this tower.

10 And Zebah and Zalmunnaere in

caused all the army to tremble.

m13 And Gideon the son of Joash returned
&om the battle, at the ascenfdbuntHeres.

t14 And he captured a young man of the
ithen of Succoth, and questioned him; and
he wrote out to him the rulers of Succoth,

&aed its elders, seventy-seven men.

d5 And he came in to the men of Succoth,
iand said, Behold, Zebah and Zalmunna,
aboutwhom you taunted me, sayinis,
rihe palm of Zebah and Zalmunna now in
hwaur hand that we should give bread to your
biveary men?
pidl6 And he took the elders of the city,
and the thorns of the wilderness, and the
beers, and taught the men of Succoth
evith them.

17 And he broke down the tower of
&enuel, and killed the men of the city.
ny8 § And he said to Zebah and to
Zalmunna, How were the men whom you
killed in Tabor? And they said, As yaue,
so they;eachone as a king's son in ap-
pearance.
put9 And he said, They were my brothers
bewns of my motherAs Jehovah lives, if
you had kept them alive, | would not have
Jieifled you.

20 And he said to his first-born, Jether,
SRise up, kill them. But the young man did
thot draw his sword, for he was afraid, for
hewasstill a youth.

eP1 And Zebah and Zalmunna said, You rise
\ng and fall on us, for as the man, so is his
hnaeight. And Gideon rose up and killed Zebah
and Zalmunna, and took the moon crescents
ughich wereon the necks of their camels.
viR2 9 And the men of Israel said to Gideon,
rule over us, both you and your son, and
your son’s son, for you have delivered us
pfrom the hand of Midian.

Karkor, and their armies with them, ab
fifteen thousand, all who were left of all

army of the sons of the east. And those
fell were a hundred and twenty thousand
drawing sword.

@3 And Gideon said to them, | shall not
over you, and not shall my son rule
r you; Jehovah shall rule over you.

24 And Gideon said to them, Let me

11 And Gideon went up the way of thgsesk of you a request, thaachman give
who live in tents, on the east of Nobah atw me a ring from his plunder; for they
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Gideon rules forty years; Abimelech kills sor&61

Judges 9

had gold rings, because theayere
Ishmaelites.

25 And they said, We will certainly giv|
And they spread out a garment and ¢
threw a ring from their plunder there.

26 And the weight of the rings of go
which he asked was a thousand and s
hundredshekelof gold, apart from the o

2 Please speak in the ears of all the lead-
ers of Shechem, Which is best for you,
bseventy men ruling over you, all the sons
arfhlerubbaal, or one man ruling over you?
And you should remember thaai your
[done and your flesh.
b\V@ANd his mother's brothers spoke all these
words about him in the ears of all the lead-

naments, and the pendants, and the p
clothing that was on the kings of Midi
also apart from the necklaces on the n
of their camels.

27 And Gideon made an ephod of it,
put it in his city, even in Ophrah. And
Israel went fornicating after it there, an
became a snare to Gideon and to his h

28 And Midian was subdued before
sons of Israel, and they did not lift up t
heads any more. And the land had rest
years in the days of Gideon.

29 7 And Jerubbaal the son of Joash
parted and lived in his own house.

30 And seventy sons webernto Gideon
coming out of his loins; for he had m
wives.

31 And his concubine in Shechem bo
son to him, she also; and he called his n
Abimelech.

32 And Gideon the son of Joash died
good old age, and was buried in the by
place of his father Joash, in Ophuaftthe
Abiezrites.

33 And it happened, when Gide
died that again the sons of Israel f
nicated after the Baals, and appoin
Baal-berith for a god for themselvg

34 And the sons of Israel did not reme
ber Jehovah their God who had delive
them out of the hand of all their enem
round about;

35 and they did not act with kindness
the house of Jerubbaal, Gideon, accor
to all the good which he did with Israel.

Judges 9

1 Abimelech conspires with the men of ShecH
to murder his brothers, is made king. 22 G4
conspires with the men of Shechem against

1 Y And Abimelech the son of Jerub
went to Shechem, to his mother’s broth
and spoke with them, and to all the fal
of the house of his mother’s father, sayi

mieof Shechem, and their heart inclined af-
nier Abimelech. For they said, He is our
tkether.

4 And they gave to him seventy silverlings
odit of the house of Baal-berith. And
bimelech hired worthless and reckless
men with them; and they went after him.
uSeAnd he went into his father’s house at
lephrah, and killed his brothers, the sons
»f Jerubbaal, seventy men on one stone.
Jotham, the youngest son of Jerubbaal,
was left; for he had hidden.

dé-And all the leaders of Shechem were
gathered together, and all the house of
Millo. And they came and caused
mMybimelech to reign as king at the oak of
the outpost which is in Shechem.

eAaf And they told Jotham, and he went
pamel stood on the top of Mount Gerizim.
And he lifted up his voice and cried, and
rsaid to them, Listen to me, leaders of
risthechem, and God shall listen to you.

8 Going the trees went forth to anoint a

king over them. And they said to the olive,
DReign over us.

D9 And the olive said to them, Should |
tedase from my fatness, by which they
onor God and man, and go to hold sway
raver the trees?

retD And the trees said to the fig, You come,
iesign over us.

11 And the fig said to them, Should | cease
drom my sweetness and my good fruit, and
Hong to hold sway over the trees?

12 And the trees said to the vine, You come,
reign over us.

13 And the vine said to them, Should | cease
drom my new wine, which rejoices God and
anen, and go to hold sway over the trees?
inl4 And all the trees said to the bramble
sh, You come, reign over us.
r$5 And the bramble bush said to the trees,
il you truly anoint me king over you,
me seek refuge in my shade. And if not,
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Relatives betray Abimelech; he attacks Gaal

let fire come out of the bramble bush &tigeir god and ate and drank, and cursed

burn up the cedars of Lebanon.

Abimelech.

16 And now if you have acted in trytt28 And Gaal, the son of Ebed, said,
and integrity when you made AbimelddWhois Abimelech, and whis Shechem,
king; and if you have done well witthat we should serve him? I not the
Jerubbaal and his house; and you have flsor of Jerubbaal, and Zebul his com-

to him as his hands did,

17 in which my father fought for yo
and cast aside his life, and delivered
from the hand of Midian;

18 and you have today risen against
father’'s house and have killed his sons,
enty men on one stone, and have n
Abimelech the son of his slave-girl ki
over the leaders of Shechem, becauds
your brother,

19 yea, if in truth and in integrity ydg
have acted toward Jerubbaal and his h

mander? Serve the men of Hamor the
father of Shechem! And why should we
yearve him?

29 And who will give this people into my
mgnd? And | would remove Abimelech.
58nd he said to Abimelech, Multiply your
admy and come out.

N30 And Zebul, the leader of the city, heard
htbe words of Gaal, the son of Ebed; and
his anger burned.

u3l And craftily he sent messengers to
pAdéMelech, saying, Behold, Gaal, the son

this day, rejoice in Abimelech; and he shalf Ebed, and his brothers have come to

rejoice, he and you.

20 If not, fire shall come out fro
Abimelech and consume the leaderd
Shechem and the house of Millo. And
shall come out from the leaders of Shec
and from the house of Millo and consu
Abimelech.

21 And Jotham hurried and fled, and w
to Beer and lived there, away from the f
of his brother Abimelech.

22 9 And Abimelech ruled over Israel th
years.

23 And God sent an evil spirit betwe
Abimelech and the leaders of Shech
And the leaders of Shechem acted de
fully with Abimelech;

24 that the violencagainstJerubbaal’y
seventy sons, even their blood, might
put on their brother Abimelech wh
killed them, and on the leaders
Shechem who made his hands stron
kill his brothers.

25 And the leaders of Shechem set for

Shechem. And, behold, they are fortifying
1the city against you.

&2 And now rise up by night, you and
itbe people with you, and lie in wait in
éme field.

ma3 And it shall be, in the morning, about the
sunrise, you shall rise early and charge against
pthe city. And, behold, he and the people with
hhien will come out to you; and you shall do to
him as your hanghall find.

e84 And Abimelech rose up by night, and
all the people with him; and they lay in
emait against Shechem in four companies.
e85 And Gaal, the son of Ebed, went out
caitd stood at the opening of the gate of the
city. And Abimelech and the people with
5him rose up from the ambush.

b&6 And Gaal saw the people, and he said
to Zebul, Behold, people are coming down
difom the top of the mountains. And Zebul
pstad to him, You are seeing the shadow of
the mountains like men.

niBY And Gaal spoke again and said, Be-

ambushers at the tops of the mountdihejd, peopleare coming down from the

and they robbed all who passed by th
on the way. And it was told to Abimeleg
26 And Gaal, the son of Ebed, and
brothers came. And they passed on
Shechem. And the leaders of Shech
trusted in him.
27 Andtheywent out into the fields an
gathered their vineyards, and trod out,

dmgh part of the land, and one company is
ftoming by the way of the Sorcerers’ Oak.
hi38 And Zebul said to him, Now where is
nfour mouthwith which you said, Whas
éimelech, that we should serve him? Is
this not the people you despised? Please
adjo out now and fight against it.

Argd And Gaal went out before the leaders

made a festival, and went into the hous

paffShechem and fought against Abimelech.
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Abimelech strikes Shechem, slain by womar263 Judges 10

40 And Abimelech chased him, and he {leBi3 And a certain woman threw a piece of
before him. And many fell down wounded riding millstone on Abimelech’s head and
to the opening of the gate. crushed his skull.

41 And Abimelech remained in Arumgh54 And he quickly called to the young
And Zebul threw Gaal and his brothers pofian bearing his weapons, and said to him,
from living in Shechem. Draw your sword and cause me to die, that

42 And it happened on the next day, [tteey not say of me, A woman killed him.
people went out in the field and tgldnd his young man thrust him through,
Abimelech. and he died.

43 And he took the people and divige85 And when the men of Israel saw that
them into three companies, and lay in Waibimelechhad died, thereachman went
in a field and watched. And, behold, e his place.
people were coming out from the city. Ahd6 And God returned the evil of Abimelech
he rose up against them and struck themhich he did to his father, to kill his sev-

44 And Abimelech and the companies wiemty brothers.
him rushed forward and stood in the ope®7 And all the evil of the men of Shechem
ing of the gate of the city. And the tw&od turned back on their heads. And the
companies charged against all who wenerse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal came
in the field, and struck them. on them.

45 And Abimelech fought against the gty
all that day, and captured the city. And|he Judges 10
killed the people in it; and he broke dowtiTola judges Israel in Shamir. 3 Jair, whose thirty
the city and sowed ith salt. sons had thirty cities. 6 The Philistines and

46 And all the leaders of the tower|ofAmmonites oppress Israel. 10 In their misery
Shechem heard, and went into the Higleod sends them to their false gods. 15 Upon
place of the house of the god Berith. their repentance he pities them.

47 And it was told to Abimelech that all thel  And after Abimelech, Tola the son of
leaders had gathernetb the tower of ShechermPuah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar,

48 And Abimelech went up to Mouptose up to save Israel. And he lived in
Zalmon, he and all the people with him. Ar8hamir, in the hills of Ephraim.
Abimelech took the axe in his hand and|c@tAnd he judged Israel twenty-three years.
off a bough of the trees, and lifted it up, aahd he died and was buried in Shamir.
set it on his shoulder. Ankle said to the 3 And after him Jair, a Gileadite, rose up.
people with him, You have seen what | hped he judged Israel twenty-two years.
done; you hasten and do the same. 4 And he had thirty sons who rode on thirty

49 And all the people alseachman, cuf ass colts. And they had thirty cities, which
down his bough, and went after Abimelecére called The Towns of Jair to this day,
and sethemat the stronghold, and kindlgdhich are in the land of Gilead.
the stronghold with fire over them. Ands And Jair died and was buried in Kamon.
all the men of the tower of Shechem gls® f And the sons of Israel did evil in the
died, about a thousand men and womegnight of Jehovah again, and served the Baals,

50 1 And Abimelech went to Thebez drathd the Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria,
camped against Thebez, and captured @and the gods of Sidon, and the gods of

51 And a strong tower was in the midgMoab, and the gods of the sons of Ammon,
of the city. And all the leaders of the citygnd the gods of the Philistines. And they
and all the men and women fled there. Afatsook Jehovah and did not serve Him.
they shutit behind them, and went up prv And the anger of Jehovah burned against
the roof of the tower. Israel. And He sold them into the hands of

52 And Abimelech came to the tower gride Philistines, and into the hand of the
fought against it. Andhe drew near to thesons of Ammon.
door of the tower in order to burn it with8 And they crushed and oppressed the sons
fire. sons of Israel thawerebeyond the Jordan
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Israel into idolatry again; Jephthah called

in the land of the Amorites, whicis in
Gilead.

9 And the sons of Ammon crossed over|
Jordan to fight against Judah also, and ag

threw Jephthah out, and said to him, You
shall not inherit in the house of your fa-
ttheer, for youare the son of another woman.

piBsAind Jephthah fled from the face of his

Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraimnothers, and lived in the land of Tob. And

And Israel was greatly distressed.

10 1 And the sons of Israel cried to Je
vah, saying, We have sinned against Y
even because we have forsaken our (
and have served the Baals.

11 And Jehovah said to the sons of Isn
Did | notsave youdrom the Egyptians, an
from the Amorites, and from the sons
Ammon, and from the Philistines?

12 And the Sidonians, and Amalek, 3
Maon have oppressed you, and you ¢

worthless men were gathered to Jephthah,
hemad went out with him.

04,7 And it happened after some time, the
bsoins of Ammon fought with Israel.

5 And it happened when the sons of Ammon
delght with Israel, the elders of Gilead went
do bring Jephthah from the land of Tob.

ob And they said to Jephthah, Come, and
you shall be our commander, that we may
fight against the sons of Ammon.

rigdAnd Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead,

to Me, and | saved you out of their haptiave you not hated me? Yea, you threw

13 Yet you have forsaken Me, and ser
other gods; therefore, | did not save \
again.

14 Go and cry to the gods which you h
chosen; let them save you in the timg
your distress.

15 And the sons of Israel said to Jeho
We have sinned. Do to us whatewsy bg
good in Your eyes; only please deliver
this day.

16 And they removed the gods of the a
from among them, and served Jeho
And His soul was shortened with the m
ery of Israel.

17 And the sons of Ammon were cal
together, and camped in Gilead. And
sons of Israel were gathered, and cam
in Mizpeh.

18 And the people said, the chief mer
Gilead, a man to his neighbor, Whall
be the man who will begin to fight agair]
the sons of Ammon? He shall be head ¢
all the people of Gilead.

Judges 11

1 The covenant between Jephthah and the mg
Gilead. 12 The treaty of peace between him
the men of Ammon is in vain. 29 Jephtha
vow. 32 He defeats the Ammonites.

1 1 And Jephthah the Gileadite wa|

vate out from my father’s house. Why have
gou come to me when yare in distress?

8 And the elders of Gilead said to
hephthah, For this reason we have come
lohick to you now; and you shall go with
us and fight against the sons of Ammon.
#nd you shall be our head, to all the

people of Gilead.
u8 And Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead,

If you take me back to fight against the
isans of Ammon, and Jehovah gives them
aip. before me, shall | be your head?
ist0 And the elders of Gilead said to
Jephthah, Jehovah shall be witness between
ads; surely we will do according to your word.
thtl And Jephthah went with the elders of
g&tead, and the people appointed him head
over them, and as commander. And
dphthah spoke all his words before Jeho-
vah in Mizpeh.
stLl2 1 And Jephthah sent messengers to the
kang of the sons of Ammon, saying, What
have you to do with me, that you have come
in to me to fight in my land?

13 And the king of the sons of Ammon
rsaid to the messengers of Jephthah, Because
terael took my land when he came up out
nef Egypt, from Arnon even to the Jabbok,
and to the Jordan. And now, restore them
Sirapeace.

mighty warrior. And hevasthe son of

14 And Jephthah again sent messengers to

woman, a harlot; and Gilead fathefale king of the sons of Ammon,

Jephthah.
2 And the wife of Gilead bore sons to hi

15 and said to him, So says Jephthah,
rael did not take the land of Moab, and

And the sons of the wife grew up, aheyl the land of the sons of Ammon.
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Jephthah defeats Ammon; grieved by his voR65 Judges 11

16 For when they came up out of Egyphe. Jehovah the Judge shall judge today
Israel went in the wilderness to the Sealmtween the sons of Israel and the sons of
Reeds, and came in at Kadesh. Ammon.

17 And Israel sent messengers to the ki@ And the king of the sons of Ammon
of Edom, saying, Please let me pasq did not listen to the words of Jephthah
through your land, and the king of Edgmihich he sent to him.

did not listen. Andsrael sent also to the 29 | And the Spirit of Jehovah was on
king of Moab, and he was not willing. Apndephthah. And he passed through Gilead
Israel remained in Kadesh. and Manasseh, and passed through Mizpeh

18 And he went through the wildern Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead he
and went around the land of Edom, apdssed on to the sons of Ammon.
the land of Moab, and came in at the riging0 And Jephthah vowed a vow to Jeho-
of the sun to the land of Moab. And thexah, and said, If You will indeed give the
camped beyond Arnon, and did not cdrmens of Ammon into my hand,
into the border of Moab, for Arnon was31 even it shall be that anything which
the border of Moab. comes out from the doors of my house to
19 And Israel sent messengers to Sifimeet me when | return in peace from the
the king of the Amorites, the king psons of Ammon, it shall belong to Jeho-
Heshbon, and Israel said to him, Ple ; and | will cause it to go ugsa burnt
let us pass on through your land, to ering.
place. 32 And Jephthah passed over to the sons
20 And Sihon did not trust Israel to pass Ammon to fight against them. And Je-
on through his border. And Sihon gathefadvah delivered them into his hand.
all his people and they camped in Jaha23 And he struck them from Aroer until
and fought with Israel. you come to Minnith, even twenty cities,
21 And Jehovah the God of Israel gaaad to the Meadow of the Vineyard, a very
Sihon and all his people into the hand gfeat slaughter. And the sons of Ammon
Israel, and they struck them. And Israel tpalere humbled before the sons of Israel.
possession of all the land of the Amorite84 And Jephthah came to Mizpeh to his
the onediving in that land. house. And, behold his daughter came out
22 And they dispossessed all the bordermeet him with timbrels, and with cho-
of the Amorites from Arnon and to theuses. And she only, she alone; there was
Jabbok, and from the wilderness, and o otherson or daughter to him.
the Jordan. 35 And it happened when he saw her, he
23 And now, Jehovah our God has disre his garments, and said, Alas, my daugh-
possessed the Amorite from before Hir! You have brought me very low, and you
people Israel. And would you possess |t&e among those making me low. And surely
24 Whatever Chemosh your god caused ydwave opened my mouth to Jehovah, and |
to possess, do you not possess it? Anglaafl not able to take it back.
that which Jehovah our God has dispossgds&&iAnd she said to him, My father, you
from before us, we will possess! have opened your mouth to Jehovah. Do
25 And nowareyou at all any better thamo me whatever has gone out of your
Balak the son of Zippor, the king of Moalfouth, since Jehovah has taken vengeance
And striving, did he strive with Israe]Por you on your enemies, on the sons of
Fighting, did he fight against them? | Ammon.

26 When lIsrael lived in Heshbon and|it87 And she said to her father, Let this thing
daughterrowns and in Aroer and in ifsbe done to me. Leave me alone two months,
daughtertowns in all the cities by the sid¢snd let me go and go down on the hills,
of Arnon three hundred years, then wland let me weep for my virginity, my
have you not delivered them in that timé®ends and |.

27 And | have not sinned against you, arg@B And he said, Go. And he sent her away
you are doing me wrong to fight againso months. And she went, she and her
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Judges 12 266 Jephthah’s daughter ever a virgin

friends. And she wept for her virginity én8 {1 And after him Ibzan of Bethlehem
the hills. judged Israel.

39 And it happened at the end of tw® And he had thirty sons. And he sent
months, she returned to her father. And tiérty daughters abroad, and he brought
did to her his vow which he had vowegthirty daughters in from abroad for his sons.
And she never knew a man. And it i$4nd he judged Israel seven years.
fixed custom in Israel, 10 And Ibzan died, and was buried at
40 from days to days, the daughterg Béthlehem.

Israel go to tell again of the daughter| a1 And after him Elorof Zebulunite
Jephthah the Gileadite, four days in a ygmrdged Israel. And he judged Israel ten
years.
Judges 12 12 And Elonof Zebulun died, and was
1 The men of Ephraim, quarrel with Jephthah apnlduried in Aijalon, in the land of Zebulun.
are killed. 7 Jephthah dies. 8 Ibzan ,11 and Elpn13 And after him Abdon the son of Hillel,

13 and Abdon, judge Israel. of Pirathon, judged Israel.

1 1 And the men of Ephraim were called4 And he had forty sons, and thirty grand-
together, and went northward, and saiglsons, who rode on seventy he-asses; and
Jephthah, Why have you passed overhm judged Israel eight years.
fight against the sons of Ammon, and yoli5 And Abdon the son of Hillel of Pirathon
have not called on us to go with you? Ydéed, and was buried in Pirathon, in the
will burn your house over you with firel land of Ephraim, in the hills of the
2 And Jephthah said to them, | have be&malekites.

a man of strife, my people andhaving
great strifewith the sons of Ammon. And | Judges 13

called you, and you did not save me outDirael made to serve the Philistines. 2 An Angel
their hands. appears to Manoah’s wife. 8 The Angel ap-

3 And seeing that you did not save uf, pears to Manoah. 15 Manoah’s sacrifice, by
put my life in my hand and passed oyekvhichthe Angel is revealed . 24 Samson is born.
against the Ammonites, and Jehovah|d&-{ And the sons of Israel did evil again in
livered them into my hand. And why haphe sight of Jehovah, and Jehovah gave them
you come up to me today to fight with mefito the hands of the Philistines forty years.
4 And Jephthah gathered all the men @f And there was a certain man of Zorah,
Gilead, and fought with Ephraim. And thef the family of the Danites, and his name
men of Gilead struck Ephraim, becayis@sManoah. And his wife was barren, and
they said, You Gileaditese fugitives from| had not borne.

Ephraim, in the midst of Ephraim, in the8 And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to
midst of Manasseh. the woman, and said to her, Behold now,
5 And Gilead captured the fords of §h@u are barren and have not borne. But
Jordan before Ephraim. And it happepgdu shall conceive and bear a son.
when the fugitives from Ephraim sald4 And now take heed, and please do not
Let me pass over, even the men of Gilpdiink wine or fermented drink; and do not
said to him, You are an Ephraimite. Apeat any uncleathing.
he said, No. 5 For, behold, yoare pregnant and bear-
6 And they said to him, Please say Shibg a son. And a razor shall not go on
boleth. And he said, Sibboleth, and co head, for the boy shall be a Nazarite
not frame to speak so. And they would seize God from the womb. And he shall
him and kill him at the fords of the Jgibegin to save Israel out of the hand of
dan. And at that time forty-two thousajtthe Philistines.
of Ephraim fell. 6 And the woman came and spoke to her
7 And Jephthah judged lIsrael six yeatsisband, saying, A Man of God has come
And Jephthah the Gileadite died, and Wwasme, and Hevasseerasthe appearance
buried in the cities of Gilead. of the Angel of God, very terrifying. And

KJ3—Literal Translation Bible - 2005 Edition
Copyright © 2005 — By Jay P. Green, Sr. — All Rights Reserved




Ephraim fights Gilead, loses 42,000 men

267

Judges 14

| did not ask Him where He was from, gnd9 And Manoah took the kid of the goats,

He did not tell me His name.

7 And He said to me, Behold, yaue
being pregnant and will bear a son. A
now do not drink wine or fermented drir]
and do not eat any uncle#rning, for the
boy shall be a Nazarite to God from
womb, until the day of his death.

8 { Then Manoah prayed to Jehovah,
said, O my Lord, the Man of God whg
You sent, please let Him come again tc
and direct us what we shall do to the |
being born.

9 And God listened to the voice
Manoah, and the Angel of God came ag
to the woman. And sheas sitting in a
field; and her husband Manoatas not
with her.

10 And the woman hurried and ran, 4
told her husband, and said to him, Beh
He has appeared to me, the Man who ¢
to me that day.

11 And Manoah rose up and went a
his wife, and came to the Man. And he g
to Him, Are You the Man who spoke to t
woman? And He said,dm

12 And Manoah said, Then let Your wo
come about. What shall be the way of
boy, and his undertaking?

and the food offering, and offered on the
rock to Jehovah. And He did wonderfully,
reehd Manoah and his wifgerewatching.

k20 And it happened as the flame from off the
altar was going up to the heavens, that the An-
lgel of Jehovah went up in the flame of the altar.
And Manoah and his wifeerewatching. And

athdy fell on their faces to the ground.

n21 And the Angel of Jehovah was not ever
$Een again to Manoah, or to his wife. Then

pManoah knew that Hevas the Angel of

Jehovah.

o2 And Manoah said to his wife, Dying

ae shall die, because we have seen God.

23 And his wife said to him, If Jehovah
pleased to cause us to die, He would not
have received a burnt offering and a food
podfering from our hands, and not made us
Digbe all thesthings andHewould not now
pinawe caused us to hethingslike these.

24 1 And the woman bore a son, and called
this name Samson. And the youth grew, and
aldhovah blessed him.
ne25 And the Spirit of Jehovah began to

move him in the camp of Dan between
orah and Eshtaol.

the Judges 14

13 And the Angel of Jehovah said
Manoah, Let her be watchful of all th
said to the woman;

tbSamson desires a wife of the Philistines. 5 he
Ikills a lion. 8 Later he finds honey in the car-
cass. 10 Samson’s marriage feast. 12 His wife

14 she shall not eat of anything that cgmeeveals his riddle. 20 His wife is given to an-
forth from the grapevine; and she shall nobther.

drink wine or fermented drink; and she s
not eat any uncleghing. She shall be car
ful of all that | commanded her.

15 9 And Manoah said to the Angel
Jehovah, Please let us keep You, and
pare before You a kid of the goats.

16 And the Angel of Jehovah said
Manoabh, If you keep Me, | will not eat
your bread. And if you prepare a burnt
fering, you shall offer it to Jehovah. R
Manoah did not know that He was the A
gel of Jehovah.

17 And Manoah said to the Angel of Je
vah, Whats Your name? When Your wor
come about, then we shall honor You.

18 And the Angel of Jehovah said to h
Why do you ask this about My name? Y]

all 1 And Samson went down to Timnath
pand saw a woman in Timnath, of the daugh-
ters of the Philistines.

o2 And he came up and told his father
@ed mother, and said, | have seen a
woman in Timnath, of the daughters of
the Philistines. And now get her for me
pfor a wife.

pof3 And his father and his mother said to
drim, Is therenot a woman among the
\daughters of your brothers, and among all
my people, that you must go to take a
hevoman from the uncircumcised Philistines?
is\nd Samson said to his father, Get her for
me, for she pleases me very much.

m4 And his father and his mother did not
dayow thatit wasfrom Jehovah, that Heas

it is Wonderful.

seeking an occasion against the Riilées.
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Judges 15

For at that time the Philistines were ruliigveme You have riddled the riddle to the
over Israel. sons of my people, and you have not de-
5 And Samson and his father and |Rikred it to me. And he said to her, Behold,
mother went down to Timnath. And thelyhave not declared to my father and to
came to the vineyards of Timnath. Apdyy mother, and shall | declare it to you?
behold, a young lion roaring to meet himl7 And she wept before him the seven

268 Samson weds a Philistine, his riddle revealed

6 And the Spirit of Jehovah came mig
ily on him. And he tore it as the cleavi
of a kid. And there was nothing in his ha
and he did not tell his father and his mo
what he had done.

7 And he went down and talked with
woman. And she was pleasing in the ¢
of Samson.

8 And some dayiter he returned to ta

layson which they feasted. And it was on
e seventh day, he told her, for she dis-
tessed him. And she told the riddle to the
ns of her people.
18 And the men of the city said to him on
htbe seventh day, before the sun went in,
Wathatis sweeter than honey? And whst
stronger than a lion? And he said to them,
nless you had plowed with my heifer, you

cJ
her, and turned aside to see the remaillsvotjld not have foundut my riddle.

the lion. And, behold, a bee-swarm in
carcase of the lion, and honey.

9 And he took it out on his hands, &
went on, eating and walking. And he w
to his father and to his mother, and g

h&9 And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon
him. And he went down to Ashkelon and
retruck thirty men of them, and took their
bptunder. Anchegave the changes to those
w0 told the riddle; and his anger burned.

someto them. And they ate, but he did néind he went up to his father’'s house.

tell them that he took the honey out of
body of the lion.

10 T And his father went down to t
woman, and Samson made a feast th
for so the young men usually did.

11 And it happened when they saw h
they took thirty companions, and they w
with him.

12 And Samson said to them, Pleasq
me riddle a riddle to you. If declaring y

th20 And Samson’s wife became his
companion’s, who had been his friend.
ore. Judges 15
1 Samson is denied his wife. 3 He burns the Phi-
Mmlistines’ grain. 6 The Philistines burn his wife
ereand her father. 7 Samson smites the Philistines.
9 The men of Judah bind him and deliver him to
lelhe Philistines. 14 He smites a thousand Philis-
DU tines with the jawbone of an ass.

declare it to men the seven days of t
feast, and findt out, then | shall give y

el 1 And it happened afterward, in the days
f wheat harvest, that Samson visited his

thirty linen blouses and thirty changes wfife with a kid of the goats. Andde said, |

garments.

will go in to my wife, to the inner room.

13 And if you are not able to tell me, thetind her father would not allow him to go
you shall give me thirty linen blouses gnd.
thirty changes of garments. And they saidd & And her father said, | said that hating

him, Riddle your riddle, and we shall hear
14 And he said to them, Out of the ed
came forth food, and out of the strong c3
forth sweetness. And they were not abl
declare the riddlén three days.

15 And it happened on the seventh ¢
they said to Samson’s wife, Entice yq
husband, that he may declare to us
riddle, lest we burn you and your fathg
house with fire. Have you called for us|
make us poor? Is it not so?

16 And Samson’s wife wept before hi

ityou would hate her, and | gave her to your
\tewmpanionls not her sister, the youroge
etter than she? Please let her belong to
bvtou, instead of her.

3 And Samson said to them, This time |
avill be blameless regarding the Philistines,
tlhough lam doing evil with them.
tdeAnd Samson went and caught three hun-
rthred foxes, and took torches, and turned
tail to tail, and put a torch between the two
tails, in the middle.
m5 And hekindled fire on the torches, and

and said, You only hate me, and do

reentthemout into the grain-stalks of the
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Judges 16

Philistines, and burned from the stacks
the grain-stalks, and to the vineyaadd
the oliveyard.

i@ 9 And he was exceedingly thirsty, and
called to Jehovah and said, Surely You have
given this great deliverance by the hand of

6 And the Philistines said, Who has doieur servant. And now | am dying with

this? And they said, Samson, the son
law of the Timnite, because he took av
his wife and gave her to his compani
And the Philistines went and burned
and her father with fire.

7 And Samson said to them, Though
do this, yet | shall be avenged on you,
afterwards | will stop.

8 And he struck them hip on thigh, a gr
slaughter, and went down and lived in

Hthirst and will fall into the hand of the un-
aircumcised.

pri.9 And God broke open the hollow place
hevhich is in Lehi, and water came out of it.
And he drank, and his spirit returned, and
be revived. Therefore its nanme called
btttk Fountain of the Praying One, which is
in Lehi to this day.

&0 And he judged Israel twenty years in
tilee days of the Philistines.

cleft of the rock Etam.

9 1 And the Philistines went up and pitc
in Judah, and were spread out in Lehi
10 And the men of Judah said, Why h
you come up against us? And they s
We have come up to bind Samson, to
him as he has done to us.

11 And three thousand men of Judah

ed Judges 16

1 Samson escapes from Gaza. 4 He loves
v@®elilah; she entices him to tell the secret of
ichis strength. 15 At last she persuades him.
tP1 The Philistines take him, and put out his
eyes. 22 He pulls down the stadium upon the
errhilistines, and dies.

down to the cleft of the rock Etam, and saifl § And Samson went to Gaza, and saw a
to Samson, Do you not know that the Reioman there, a harlot, and went in to her.
listinesare rulers over us? And what is thi2 The Gazitesvere told saying, Samson
that you have done to us? And he saightas come here. And they encircled and set

them, As they did to me, so | did to the

12 And they said to him, We have co
down to bind you, to give you into t
hands of the Philistines. And Samson
to them, Swear to me that you will not
on me yourselves.

13 And they spoke to him, saying, No,
binding we will bind you and will give yo
into their hand. But we will not cause yoy
die. And they bound him with two new rop
and brought him up from the rock.

14 He came to Lehi, and the Philistir
shouted to meet him. And the Spirit of
hovah came upon him, and the ropes wi
wereon his armavereas flax whichthey
burn with fire. And his bonds melted frg
his hands.

15 And he found a fresh jawbone of
ass, and put out his hand and took it. 4
he struck a thousand men with it.

16 And Samson said, With the jawbd
of an ass, a heap, two heaps, with the |
bone of an ass | have killed a thousand 11

trap for him all the night at the gate of
ke city, and kept quiet all night, saying,
&ntil the light of the morning, then we will
&idl him.
IB And Samson lay down until the middle
of the night, and rose up in the middle of
pilite night. Andhe took hold on the leaves
Lof the gate of the city, and on the two side
fwosts, and plucked them up with the bar,
cand putthemon his shoulders and took
them up to the top of the mountain tieat
eéefore Hebron.
Jed § And it happened afterward that he
nloked a woman in the valley of Sorek, and
her namevasDelilah.
nb And the Philistine rulers came to her
and said to her, Entice him, and see in
avhatlies his great strength, and by what
\odn we prevail against him, so that we
may bind him, to afflict him. And giv-
meg we will eachmangive to you eleven
dwmdredpieces ofsilver.
né And Delilah said to Samson, Now tell

17 And it happened when he finished sp¢
ing, he threw the jawbone out of his h

bake in what your great strenglies, and
ith what you may be bound in order to

And he called that place Jawbone Heightafflict you.
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7 And Samson said to her, If they birttle Philistine rulers, saying, Come, for this

me with seven green bowstrings wh|d¢ime he has told me all his heart. And the

have not been dried, then | shall be wgRhkilistine rulers came up to her, and

and shall be as any man. brought the silver in their hand.

8 And Philistine rulers brought to her seyeh9 And she made him sleep on her knees,
fresh bowstrings which had not been driezhd called for a man, and had him shave

Samson loses hair, betrayed by Delilah

and she bound him with them.

9 And the ambuskwvas sitting for her i
an inner room. And she said to him,
Philistinesare upon you, Samson! And
broke the bowstrings like a thread of t
when it smells fire. And his strength w
not known.

10 And Delilah said to Samson, Behd
you have trifled with me, and have tq
me lies. Now, please tell me with what y}
may be bound.

11 And he said to her, If binding they bi
me with new ropes, by which no work H
been done, then | shall be weak and S
be asanyone of mankind.
12 And Delilah took new ropes and boy
him with them, and said to him, Sams
the Philistinesare upon you! And the am
bushwassitting in the inner room. And
tore them off his arms like thread.

seven braids of his head, and began to afflict
him. And his strength departed from him.
h20 And she said, Samson, the Philistines
are upon you! And He awakened from his
pbgleep, and said, | will go out and shake my-
aelf free as time after time. But he did not
know that Jehovah had departed from him.
I21 And the Philistines seized him, and
lored out his eyes, and brought him down
da Gaza. And they bound him with bands
of bronze. And he was grinding in the
Haouse of prisoners.

a®2 1 But the hair of his head began to
labw, for he had been shaved.

23 And the Philistine rulers gathered to
rudfer a great sacrifice to their god Dagon,
pand to exult. And they said, Our god has
given our enemy Samson into our hand.
e24 And the people saw him, and praised
their god. For they said, Our god has de-

13 And Delilah said to Samson, Until n
you have trifled with me, and have t
me lies. Tell me with what you may

Vivered our enemy into our hand, eviea
Mho devastated our land, who multiplied
eur wounded.

bound. And he said to her, If you wegv5 And it happened when their heart felt
the seven braids of my head with a wejggood, they said, Call for Samson, and he
14 And she fastenatwith a pin, and saifishall entertain us. And they called for
to him, Samson, the Philistines are upon y@amson from the prison house. And he
And he awoke out of his sleep and pulletitertained them. And they made him stand

out the pin, the hand-loom, and the we

15 And she said to him, How can you
| love you, and your heaid not with me
These three times you have trifled with
and have not told me where your gr
strengthlies.

16 And it happened, because she distrg
him with her words all the days, and urg
him; and his soul was shortenexento
death,

17 that he told her all his heart, and ¢
to her, No razor has come on my head
| ama Nazarite to God from my mothe
womb. If | were shaved, my strength wo
go away from me, and | would be we
and be likeany one of men.

18 1 And Delilah saw that he had told

.between the pillars.
aY6 And Samson said to the young man
grasping his hand, Let me alone, and let

e feel the pillars on which the house rests,
Fhat | may lean on them.

27 And the house was full of men and
agedien, and all the Philistine rulengere
dldere. And about three thousand men and
women were on the roof watching Samson
entertaining.
aBB And Samson called to Jehovah, and
f@id, O Lord Jehovah, remember me, |
'pray, and please make me strong only this
itdne, O God. And | shall be avenged with
hkine vengeance on the Philistines, because
of my two eyes.
ne?9 And Samson grasped the two middle

all his heart. And she sent and called

foitlars on which the house rested, and on
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Judges 17

which it was supported; one with his ri
hand, and one with his left.

30 And Samson said, Let my soul die
the Philistines! And he bowed mightily,
the house fell on the rulers, and on all
people who were in it. And the dead t
he killed in his death were more than th
he killed in his life.

31 And his brothers and all his fath
house came down and lifted him up
broughthim up. And they buried him b
tween Zorah and Eshtaol, in the bury
place of his father Manoah. And he judg
Israel twenty years.

Judges 17

1 Of the money that Micabh first stole, he returng
his mother makes idols, and the ornaments
them. 7 He hires a Levite to be his priest.

1 9 And there was a man of the hills
Ephraim, and his nameas Micah.

2 And he said to his mother, The ele
hundredpiecesof silver which were take)
from you, and you uttered a curse, e
also speaking in my ear; behold, the si
is with me. | have taken it. And his moth
said, Blessed be my son by Jehovah.

3 And he gave back the eleven hung
silverpiecego his mother. And his moth
said, | have wholly consecrated the sil
to Jehovah from my hand for my son,
make a graven image and a molten im
And now, | am returning it to you.

4 And he returned the silver to his moth
And his mother took two hundred sily
piecesand gave them to a refiner. And
made it a graven image, and a molten
age. And it was in Micah’s house.

5 And the man Micah had a house of gq

h® And Micah said to him, From where do
you come? And he said to himam a
itrevite of Beth-lehem-judah, and | am go-
idg to live where | may find a place.
thED And Micah said to him, Live with me,
and be a father and a priest to me. | will
e you ten silvepiecesfor the days, and
an order of garments, and your upkeep.
rasnd the Levite went in.
ntil And the Levite was willing to live with
bthe man, and the young man was to him as
regne of his sons.
etl2 And Micah consecrated the hand of the
Levite and the young man was a priest to
him; and he was in Micah'’s house.
13 And Micah said, Now | know that Je-
dovah will do me good, for the Levite is a
fpriest to me.

of Judges 18

1 The men of Dan seek a place. 3 At Micah's
erouse they recognize Jonathan. 7 They find Laish
N unprotected. 11 Six hundred men are sent to
VEReize it. 27 They take Laish, and call it Dan.
vdr § In those days thesgas no king in
ésrael. And in those days the tribe of the
Danites was seeking an inheritance for it-
reelf to inhabit. For to that day it had not
bfallen to them by inheritance among the
vigibes of Israel.

t@ And the sons of Dan sent out of their fam-
hilye five men from their whol&umber men,
sons of strength, from Zorah and from
éfshtaol, to spy out the land, and to search it.
eknd they said to them, Go, search the land.
hand they came to the hills &phraim, to
iMicah’s house, and lodged there.

3 Theywerenear the household of Micah,
dnd they recognized the young man'’s voice,

And he made an ephod, and househtie Levite. And they turned in there, and

idols, and consecrated one of his sons.
he was a priest for him.

6 And in those daythere waso king in
Israel; each man did the right in his o
eyes.

7 1 And there was a young man of Be

fgadd to him, Who has brought you here?
And what are you doing in thigace? And
what have you here?

vl And he said to them, This and this Micah
has done to me. And he hired me, and | am
th-priest to him.

lehem in Judah, of the family of Judahb And they said to him, Please ask of God

and hewvasa Levite. And he resided the
8 And the man went out of the city, out
Bethlehem-judabh, to live where he might f
a place. And he came to the hills of Ephrg

@nd we will know whether our way in
efhich we are going will be prosperous.
né And the priest said to them, Go in
ipeace. Your way in which you gs be-

to the house of Micah, to work his way.

fore Jehovah.

KJ3—Literal Translation Bible - 2005 Edition

Copyright © 2005 — By Jay P.

Green, Sr. — All Rights Reserved




Judges 18

272

Men from Dan take priest, all from Micah

7 1 And the five men walked, and ca
to Laish. And they saw the people livi
securely in its midst, according to t
custom of the Sidonians, quiet amd
security. Andhere werenone to humili
ate inanything,nonepossessingbility
to restrain; and and they were far ay
from the Sidonians, and they had no w
with any one of mankind.

8 And they came to their brothers at Zo
and Eshtaol. And their brothers said
them, What did you do?

9 And they said, Rise up, and we shal
against them, for we have seen the |
and, beholdjt is very good. And woul
you be quiet? Do not hesitate to go to
ter in to possess the land.

10 When you go you shall come to a
cure people, and the lamllarge on bot

2
hands; for God has given it into your haTtHv,

a place in whichthere isno lack of any
thing whichis in the land.

11 And six hundred men of the family
the Danites from Zorah and from Esht
girded themselves with weapons of w
pulling upstakesfrom there.

12 And they went up and camped
Kirjath-jearim, in Judah. Therefore th

;

hileg at the opening of the gate, and the
ngix hundred men who were girded with
heeapons of war.

18 Andwhenthese went into the house of
Micah and tookthe carved image, the
ephod, and the household idols, and the
ayolten image, even the priest said to them,
pvdhat are you doing?

19 And they said to him, Be quiet! Lay
rsgbur hand on your mouth, and go with us,
a&md be a father and a priest tolsst bet-
ter for you to be a priest for one man’s
bouse, or for you to be a priest to a tribe
add a family in Israel?

20 And the heart of the priest was glad.
elnd he took the ephod, and the household
idols, and the carved image, and went
ssanong the people.

1 And they turned and walked, and put
e little ones, and the livestock, and the
valuables before them.

22 They had gone far away from Micah’'s
dfouse, and the men who were in the houses
hotar Micah's house had been called together,
amd had overtaken the sons of Dan.

23 Andthey called to the sons of Dan,
Bnd they turned their faces and said to
Evlicah, Whatails you, that you have been

called that place a camp of Dan until thislled together?

day. Beholdjt is behind Kirjath-jearim.
13 And they passed on from there to

24 And he said, You have taken my gods
tivnich | made, and the priest, and you are

hills of Ephraim, and came into the holigeing, and what more do | have? What is

of Micah.
14 § And the five men who had gone
spy out the land of Laish answered and
to their brothers, Do you not know th
there are in these houses an ephod
household idols, and a graven image,
a molten image? And now, you know w
you are to do.

this you say to me, Whails you?

t85 And the sons of Dan said to him, Do
saint let your voice be heard among us
ast we, men bitter in soul, fall on you,
and take away your life, and the lives of
aralir household.

na26 And the sons of Dan went on their way.
And Micah saw that they were stronger than

15 And they turned in there, and caphe, and turned and went back to his house.

into the house of the young man, the Le
in Micah’s house. Andheyasked him fo
the peace.

16 And the six hundred men of the s
of Dan girded with their weapons of w
were standing at the opening of the g4

17 And the five men, those who we

Vid7 9 And they took that which Micah
had made, and the priest he had, and
came against Laish, against a people
bgsiet and secure. Anthey struck them
avith the mouth of the sword, and burned
tehe city with fire.

n28 Andthere waso deliverer, because it

to spy out the land, came in there, am@sfar from Sidon, and they had no word

they tookthe carved image, and th
ephod, and the household idols, and

avith any one of mankind. And itvas in
tthe valley whichis beside Beth-rehob. And

molten image. And the priest was sta

hithey built the city and lived in it.
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Levite takes adulterous wife, lodges in Gibe&v 3

Judges 19

29 And they called the name of the
Dan, by the name of their father Dan,

it} And he rose up early in the morning to
lym on the fifth day. And the young

was born to Israel. And yet Laistasthe| woman'’s father said, Please refresh your

name of the city at first.

heart. And they stayed until the turning of

30 And the sons of Dan raised up fthie day. And they ate, both of them.
themselves the graven image. And Jonath@irAnd the man rose to go, he and his con-
the son of Gershom, the son of Manasgetibine, and his young man. And his fa-

he and his sons were priests to the tri

ledr-in-law, the young woman'’s father, said

the Danites until the day of the captivity him, Please notice that the day has faded

of the land.

31 And they set up for themselves Mic
graven image, which he had made, all
days that the house of God was in Shi

Judges 19

1 A Levite goes to Beth-lehem. An old man
sojourner, lodges them. 22 The sodomites
mand he come out to them.26 they rape his d
cubine;she dies. 29 He cuts her into twe
pieces, sending them to the twelve tribes.

1 1 And it happened in those days w

there was no king in Israel, there was a n

a Levite, living on the further side of t

hills of Ephraim. And he took a wife to hin
self, a concubine out of Bethlehem-juda

2 And his concubine fornicated agai
him. And she walkedaway from him to
her father’s house, to Bethlehem-judah,
theremanydayspassedfour months.

3 And her husband rose up and w
after her, to speak to her heart, to br
her back. And his young man was w

him, and a team of asses. And she bro
him into her father’'s house. And t
young woman'’s father saw him and
joiced to meet him.

4 And his father-in-law, the youn

woman'’s father, detained him. And

dwelt with him three days. And they 3

and drank, and lodged there.

rose up early in the morning, and he ros

toward evening. Please stay the night. Be-
Hwld, the day is declining. Stay here, and
tle¢ your heart be good, and you shall rise
aarly tomorrow for your journey. And you
shall go to your tent.

10 But the man was not willing to stay the
,riight. And he rose up and departed, and went
dantil he wasopposite Jebus (& Jerusalem)
cand with himwas a team of saddle asses.
vANnd his concubine was with him.

11 Theywerenear Jebus, and the day was
nepent. And the young man said to his mas-
nget, Please come and we shall turn to this
neity of the Jebusites, and stay in it.

N-12 And his master said to him, Let us not
hturn to the city of aliementhatis not of
hifte sons of Israel, but we shall pass over to
Gibeah.

arid And he said to his young man, Come
and we shall draw near to one of the places,
carid shall stay in Gibeah, or in Ramabh.

int4 And they passed on and traveled on.
ithnd the sun wentlown on them near
IGlilbeah, whicthelongsto Benjamin.

nel5 And they turned aside there, to go in
Fé0 stay the night in Gibeah. And he went in
and sat in a broad place of the city. Yet
ghere was no man that took them into his
heouse to spend the night.

iteL 6  And, behold, an old man, a sojourner,
came from his work from the field in the

afpEphraim; and hevas sojourning in

5 And it happened on the fourth day, t}eyening. And the mawasfrom the hills

to go. And the young woman'’s father sai
his son-in-law, Sustain your heaith a bit
of food, and afterward you shall go on.
6 And they sat and ate, both of them

gether, and drank. And the young womg
father said to the man, Please be conten

stay all night, and let your heart be goo

7 And the man rose up to go; and his
ther-in-law pressed him, and he turned i

@ibeah. But the men of the plageresons
of Berjamin.

17 And he lifted up his eyes and saw the
tman, one sojourning, in a broad place of
nikee city. And the old man said, Where are
| wod going, and where do you come from?
.18 And he said to him, Ware passing
faoam Bethlehem-judah to the other side of
able hills of Ephraim. bmfrom there, and

and stayed there.
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Homosexuals of Gibeah lust after Levite

going to the house of Jehovah. Yet thejedind he cut her in pieces to her bones, into

no man to take me into the house.

19 But there is straw and food for d
asses, and also there is bread and win
me, and for your concubine, and for
young man with your servants; there is
lack of anything.

20 And the old man said, Peace to y
Only, all that you lackhall beon me. Only
do not spend the night in the open.

21 And he brought him to his house, and

mixed fodder for the asses. And thq
washed their feet and ate and drank.

22 1 They were making their hearts me
And, behold, men of the city, sons
worthless men, went around the hoy
beating on the door. And they spoke to
old man, the master of the house, say
Bring out the man who has come intoy
house, and we shall know him.

23 And the man, the master of the ho
went out to them and said to them, No,
brothers, please do not do evil, since
man has come into my house; do not
this grave sin.

24 Behold, my daughter, a virgin, and
concubine. Please let me bring them

twelve pieces, and sent her into all the bor-
uters of Israel.

e 86F And it happenethat all who sawit
Isaid, There has never been, and never was
seen, dhinglike this from the day the sons

of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt
awntil this day. Set yourselves on it, take
counsel, and speak.

Judges 20

P\ The Levite in a general assembly declares his
wrong. 8 They demand the rapists.12 The
fryBenjamites defy the assembly. 18 The nen of
ofBenjamin kill 22,000, then 18,000 men of the
Segleven tribes. 26 In the third battle, they destroy
thall the men of Benjamn except six hundred.
inyy,T And all the sons of Israel went out,
band the congregation was assembled as one
man, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, and
Ltbe land of Gilead, to Jehovah at Mizpeh.
m¥ And the leaders of all the people, of all
e tribes of Israel, presented themselves
oothe assembly of all the people of God,
four hundred thousand footmen drawing
hésvord.

DIR,And the sons of Benjamin heard that the

and you humble them. And do to them ghadns of Israel had gone up to Mizpeh. And

which is good in your eyes, but do not
this disgraceful thing to this man.

25 And the men were not willing to list
to him, and the man took hold on his con
bine and broughter to them outside. An
they knew her, and rolled themselves on
all night, until the morning. Anthey sent
her away at the dawning of the day.

26 And the woman came in at the da
ing of the morning, and fedt the door o
the man’s house where her mastas till
it was light.

27 And her master rose up in the mg
ing, and opened the door of the house,

dbe sons of Israel said, Speak up. How did
this evil happen?

bl And the man replied, the Levite, husband
af-the woman who had been murdered, and
fsaid, | came into Gibeah whidh to Ben-
femin, | and my concubine, to lodge.

5 And the men of Gibeah rose up against
me. And they turned around the house against
vme at night; they thought to kill me, and
they raped my concubine, and she died.

6 And | took hold on my concubine, and
cut her in pieces, and sent her into all the
iand of the inheritance of Israel. For they
drave done lewdness and disgraceful folly

went out to go his way. And behold, tHa Israel.

woman, his concubine, had falleh the
door of the house, and her hands wers
the threshold.

28 And he said to her, Rise up, and
will go. But there was no answer. And
took her on the ass, and the man ros
and went to his place.

29 And he came to his house, and to

7 Behold, yoware the sons of Israel. Give
bh@re your advice and counsel.

8 And all the people rose up as one man,
waying, Not one of us shall go to his tent,
Fend not one of us shall return to his house.
b B\nd now, thigs the thing which we shall

do to Gibeahgoing against it by lot.
0k 0 And we shall take ten men of a hun-

the knife and lay hold on his concubi

ndred of all the tribes of Israel, and a hun-
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Raped wife cut up, pieces sent to twelve trib@35

Judges 20

dred of a thousand, and a thousand
ten thousand, to take food for the peo
that they may act, when they come
Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all
disgraceful folly which it has done
Israel.

11 And every man of Israel was gathe
to the city, knit together as one man.
12 9 And the tribes of Israel sent mer
all the tribes of Benjamin, saying, Whs
this evil which has happened among y
13 And now, give up the men, sons
worthlessness, whichre in Gibeah, an
we will cause them to die. And we sh
consume evil from Israel. But Benjan
was not willing to listen to the voice
their brothers, the sons of Israel.

14 And the sons of Benjamin were g3
ered out of the cities to Gibeah, to go

batttle in order in the place where they set

pthemselves on the first day.

t83 And the sons of Israel went up and wept

Heefore Jehovah until the evening, and asked

of Jehovah, saying, Shall | again draw near
to battle with the sons of my brother Ben-

remin? And Jehovah said, Go up against

him.
t»4 And the sons of Israel drew near to the
sons of Benjamin on the second day.

DLPS And Benjamin came out to meet them

&bm Gibeah on the second day, and again

ldestroyed to the earth eighteen thousand

athen of the sons of Israel; all these were
idrawers of sword.

Df26 9 And all the sons of Israel went up,

even all the people, and came to Beth-el,
tand wept. Andheysat there before Jeho-

puath, and fasted on that day until the

to battle with the sons of Israel.
15 And the sons of Benjamin coun

evening, and caused burnt offerings and
qubace offerings to ascend before Jehovah.

themselves on that day. Out of the cifie€d7 And the sons of Israel asked of Jeho-
were twenty-six thousand men drawingh (and the ark of the covenant of God
sword, besides the ones living in Gibé¢afas there in those days,

who counted themselves seven hundre&B and Phinehas the son of Eleazar the son
chosen men. of Aaron was standing before it in those days)
16 Among all this peopleereseven hunt saying, Shall | again go out to battle with
dred chosen memho werdmpeded in th¢the sons of my brother Benjamin, or shall |
right hand, each of these able to slingca@ase? And Jehovah said, Go up, for tomor-
stone at a hair, and he did not miss! [ row I will give him into your hand.

17 And the men of Israel numbered then?29 And Israel set ambushers against
selves, besides Benjamin, four hundr&ibeah all around.

thousand men drawing sword, each of the88 And the sons of Israel went up against
a man of war. the sons of Benjamin on the third day, and
18 1 And they rose up and went up to Betlsel themselves in order against Gibeah, as
and asked of God. And the sons of Isfa¢tlother times.

said, Who shall go up for us at the begir81 And the sons of Benjamin came out to
ning of the battle with the sons of Bgmaeet the people. They were drawn away
jamin? And Jehovah said, Judah, at|thet of the city, and began to strike the
beginning. peopledownwounded as at other times, in
19 And the sons of Israel rose up in flee highways, of which one goes up to
morning and camped against Gibeah. | Beth-el, and one to Gibeah in the field,
20 And the men of Israel went to baftibout thirty men of Israel.

with Benjamin; and the men of Israel 82 And the sons of Benjamin said, They
themselve order against them, to battlare destroyed before us as at the beginning.
against Gibeah. But the sons of Israel said, Let us flee and
21 And the sons of Benjamin came pdtaw them away out of the city, into the
from Gibeah. And on that daey de-| highways.

stroyed twenty-two thousand to the eqrtB3 And all the men of Israel rose from
in Israel. their place and sehemselvesn order at

22 And the people, the men of Isrgdaal-tamar. And Israel’s ambush came out
made themselves strong, and again setdhés place, out of the meadow of Gibeah.
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34 And they came in across from Gibejad6 And all the ones of Benjamin who fell
ten thousand chosen men out of all Isrfaekre twenty five-thousand men drawing the
And the battlewas heavy. And they difisword on that day; all of these men of strength.
not know that evil was striking against thgnd7 And six hundred men turned and fled

35 And Jehovah struck Benjamin befpmato the wilderness, to the rock of Rimmon.
Israel. And the sons of Israel destroyédd they lived in the rock of Rimmon four
twenty-five thousand, one hundred mer oronths.
that day in Benjamin; all these were draw48 And the men of Israel turned back to the
ers of sword. sons of Benjamin, and struck them by the

36 And the sons of Benjamin saw that thenouth of the sword, from the entire city to

Tribes fight Benjamin, lose heavily, slay all

were stricken. And the men of Israel
given place to Benjamin, for they trus
to the ambush which they had set aga
Gibeah.

didestock, to all that was found. Also they
exbt fire to all the cities which were found.

inst Judges 21

37 And the ambush hurried and camé&he people bewail the desolation of Benjamin. 8

against Gibeah, and the ambush drey
self out and struck all of the city by t
mouth of the sword.

38 And there was a sign set to the me
Israel with the ambushp makeit great,
their causing a rising of smoke to go
from the city.

39 And the men of Israel turned in bat
and Benjamin had begun to strikausing
some to bslain of the men of Israel, abg
thirty men. For they said, Surely they
stricken down before us, a the first
battle.

40 And the risingdf smokébegan to go u
from the city, a pillar. And Benjamin turn
around, and, behold, the whole city |
gone up toward the heavens.

41 And the men of Israel turned, and
men of Benjamin were troubled. For th
had seen that evil had struck them.
42 And they turned before the men of
rael toward the way of the wilderness. A
the battle followed them. And those w
were from the city were destroying thg
in their midst.

U iBy the destruction of Jabesh-gilead they provide
nethem four hundred wives. 16 They surprise the
virgins that danced at Shiloh.

N ©f Y And the men of Israel had sworn in

Mizpeh, saying, Not one of us shall give
ups daughter to Benjamin for a wife.

2 And the people came to Bethel, and sat
lthere before God until the evening. And
they lifted up their voices and wept a great
wreeping.
ard And they said, O Jehovah, God of Is-
rael, Why has this happened in Israel, to
be lacking one tribe today from Israel?

b 4 And it happened on the next day, the people
ptbse early and built an altar there, and of-
deked burnt offerings and peace offerings.

5 And the sons of Israel said, Wikte that
tded not come up in the assembly out of all
dige tribes of Israel to Jehovah? For a great
oath had been undertaken concerning him
I1at did not come up to Jehovah to Mizpeh
redying, Dying he shall die.
h® And the sons of Israel repented concern-
rmg their brother Benjamin. And they said,
One tribe from Israel has been cut off today.

43 They surrounded Benjamin, and they What shall we do for them, for those

pursued thenmwvithout rest. Andtheytrod
them down untithey werepposite Gibeal
at the rising of the sun.

44 And eighteen thousand men of B
jamin fell, all of these men of strength

who are left, for wives? For we surely have
sworn by Jehovah not to give them of our
daughters for wives.

erg And they said, What oris thereout of
the tribes of Israel did not come up to Je-

45 And they turned and fled toward fHevah to Mizpeh? And, behold, no one had

wilderness to the rock of Rimmon. A
they gleaned five thousand mentbém
in the highways, and caught them,
Gidom. Andthey struck two thousan

hdome into the camp from Jabesh-gilead to
the assembly.

t® And the people numbered themselves.
dAnd, behold, there was not a man of those

men of them.

living in Jabesh-gilead.
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Only 600 escape; tribes find wives for them 277 Judges 21

10 And the assembly sent twelve thput9 And they said, Beholdhere isa feast
sand men there of the sons of strenptti,Jehovah from days to days in Shiloh
and commanded them, saying, Go, and[yehich is on the north side of Beth-el, to-
shall strike othoseliving in Jabesh-gileapward the rising of the sun, by the highway
with the mouth of the sword, even thehich goes up from Beth-el to Shechem,
women and the little ones. and on the south of Lebonah.

11 And thisis the thing which you shdll 20 They told the sons of Benjamin, say-
do. You shall destroy every male and pwg, Go, and you shall lie in wait in the
ery woman who has been known by ly|ngneyards.
with a male. 21 And you shall watch. And, behold, if

12 And amonghoseliving in Jabeshtthe daughters of Shiloh come out to dance
gilead they found four hundred youpig dances, then you shall go out from the
women, virgins, who had not known a matneyards and each of you catch his wife
by lying with a male. And they broughrom the daughters of Shiloh, and go to
them into the camp at Shiloh, which ig the land of Benjamin.
the land of Canaan. 22 And it shall be, when their fathers or

13 And all the assembly sent and spokeheir brothers come to strive with us, we
the sons of Benjamin who were in the rgekall say to them, Favor us with them, for
of Rimmon, and called out peace to théme did not take foeachman of them a

14 And Benjamin came again at that tineife in battle, for if you did not give to
And they gave the women whom they h#tem as at this time, you would be guilty.
kept alive, of the women of Jabesh-gilea@3 And the sons of Benjamin did so, and
But they did not findenoughfor them. |took women according to their number

15 And the people repented as to Bdmm those dancing whom they had seized.
jamin, for Jehovah had made a brep&hd they went and returned to their inher-
among the tribes of Israel. itance, and built the cities, and lived in

16 1 And the elders of the assembly spiidem.

What shall we do to the remnant for wive24 And the sons of Israel went up and
for the women have been destroyed oytdafwn from there at that time, each to his

Benjamin? tribe, and to his family. And they went out

17 And they saidA possessiomust bg from there,eachman to his inheritance.
for the survivor of Benjamin, that a tripe25 In those daythere waso king in Is-
may not be blotted out from Israel. rael; eachman did that which was right in

18 And we surely are not able to g|\as own eyes.
wives to them from our daughters, for the
sons of Israel have sworn, saying, Curised
is he who gives a wife to Benjamin.
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