The Second Book of
SAMUEL

2 Samuel 1

1 The Amal ekite, who brought tidings of the over-
throw, and accused himself of Saul’ sdeath, is
executed. 17 David laments Saul and Jonathan.

1 9 And it happened, after the dying of
Saul, David returned from striking the
Amalekites, and David remainedin Ziklag
two days.

2 And it happened in the third day, be-
hold, aman came in out of the camp from
Saul. And his garments were torn, and
earth on his head. And it happened as he
came to David, he fell to the earth and
bowed himself.

3 And David said to him, From where do
you come? And he said to him, | have es-
caped out of the camp of Israel.

4 And David said to him, How was the
matter? Please tell me. And he answered,
The people fled from the battle and also a
multitude of the people have fallen, and
they died, and also Saul and his son
Jonathan have died.

5 And David said to the youth who was
telling him, How do you know that Saul
and his son Jonathan have died?

6 And theyouthwhowastelling him said,
Drawing near | happened to be on Mount
Gilboa. And behold, Saul was leaning on
his spear. And, behold, the chariots and
the mastersof horses closely pursued him!
7 And he turned behind him and he saw
me and called to me. And | said, Behold
me.

8 And hesaidtome, Who areyou? And |
said, | am an Amalekite.

9 And he said to me, Please stand over
me and kill me, for agony has seized me;
for al my lifeis still in me.

10 And | stood over him and caused him
to die, for | knew that he could not live
after hisfalling. And | took the crown on
his head, and the bracelet on his arm, and
| brought them to my lord here.

11 § And David took hold on his gar-
ments and tore them; and also all the men
with him did so.

12 And they mourned and wept and fasted
until the evening, for Saul, and for his
son Jonathan, and for the people of Jeho-
vah, and for the house of Israel, because
they had fallen by the sword.

13 And David said to the youth who told
him, From where are you? And he said, |
amthe son of aforeign man, an Amalekite.

14 And David said to him, Why wereyou
not afraid to put forth your hand to de-
stroy the anointed of Jehovah?

15 And David called to one of the young
men, and said, Draw near and fall on him.
And he struck him, and he died.

16 And David said to him, Y our blood be
on your own head, for your mouth has
testified against you, saying, | caused to
die the anointed of Jehovah.

17 9 And David chanted this dirge over
Saul, and over his son Jonathan;

18 and he said to teach the sons of Judah
The Song of the Bow. Behold, it iswritten
in the Book of Jasher:

19 The beauty of Isragl is slain on your
high places. How are the mighty fallen!

20 Tell it not in Gath; do not make it
known in the streets of Ashkelon, lest
the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,
lest the daughters of the uncircumcised
exult.

21 Mountains of Gilboa, let not dew and
not do let rain be on you, and not fields of
offerings,; for therethe shield of the mighty
was defiled, the shield of Saul, not being
anointed with oil.

22 From the blood of the slain, from the
fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan did
not turn back; and the sword of Saul did
not return empty.

23 Saul and Jonathan! They were be-
loved and delightful in their lives; and
intheir death they were not parted. They
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were swifter than eagles; they were
stronger than lions.

24 Daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
who clothed you with scarlet delights,
who brought ornaments of gold on your
clothing.

25 How are the mighty fallen in the midst
of the battle! Jonathan is dain on your high
places!

26 Distressisto me over you, my brother
Jonathan. Y ou were very delightful to me;
your love was wonderful to me, more than
the love of women.

27 How are the mighty fallen, and the
weapons of war perished!

2 Samuel 2

1 David goesto Hebron; heismadeking of Judah.
8 Abner makes I shbosheth king of Israel. 12 A
mortal skirmish between twelve of Abner’ sand
twelve of Joab’smen. 18 Asahel isslain.

19 Andit happened after this, David asked
of Jehovah, saying, Shall | go up to one of
the cities of Judah? And Jehovah said to
him, Go up. And David said, Where shall
| go up? And He said, To Hebron.

2 And David went up there, and aso his
two wives, Ahinoam of Jezredl, and Abigail
the former wife of Naba of Carmel.

3 And his men that were with him, David
brought up, each man and his household.
And they lived in the city of Hebron.

4 And the men of Judah came and anointed
David to be king over the house of Judah
there. And they told David, saying, It was
the men of Jabesh-gilead who buried Saul.

5 And David sent messengers to the men
of Jabesh-gilead, and said to them, Blessed
areyou of Jehovah that you have donethis
kindness with your lord, with Saul, that
you have buried him.

6 And now, may Jehovah do with you in
kindness and truth. And | also will do good
to you because you have done this thing.

7 And now, let your hands be made strong,
and be sons of strength, for your lord Saul
is dead. And also, the house of Judah has
anointed me to be king over them.

8 1 And Abner the son of Ner, the com-
mander of Saul’ sarmy, took Ishbosheth the
son of Saul, and caused him to cross over
to Mahanaim.

9 And hecaused himto reign over Gilead,
and over the Ashurites, and over Jezreel,
and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and
over dl Isradl.

10 Ishbosheth the son of Saul was forty
years old when he began to reign over Is-
rael, and he reigned two years. But the
house of Judah followed after David.

11 And it happened, the number of the
days that David was king in Hebron, over
the house of Judah, was seven years and
six months.

12 And Abner the son of Ner and the ser-
vants of Ishbosheth the son of Saul went
out from Mahanaim to Gibeon.

13 And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and
David's servants went out. And they met
by the pool of Gibeon together and sat
down, these by the pool on this side, and
those by the pool on that side.

14 And Abner said to Joab, L et theyoung
men rise up now and make sport before
us. And Joab said, Let them rise.

15 And they rose up and passed over by
number, twelve for Benjamin, and for
I shbosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of
the servants of David.

16 And each man seized the head of his
companion, and thrust his sword into the
side of his companion. And they fell to-
gether. And onecalled that place The Field
of Rocks, which isin Gibeon.

17 And the battle was very hard on that
day, and the men of Israel and Abner were
stricken before David' s servants.

18 TAnd there werethree sons of Zeruiah
there, Joab, and Abishai, and Asahel. And
Asahel was swift with hisfeet, like one of
the gazelles which isin the field.

19 And Asahel pursued after Abner, and
did not turn to go to the right or to the left
from following after Abner.

20 And Abner looked behind him, and
said, Isthisyou Asahel? And he said, Itis
l.

21 And Abner said to him, Turn aside to
your right, or to your left, and seize one of
the young men for yourself, and take his
plunder for yoursalf. And Asahel was not
willing to turn aside from after him.

22 And Abner said yet again to Asahel,
Turn aside yourself from after me. Why
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should | strike you to the ground? And how
shall I lift up my faceto your brother Joab?

23 And he refused to turn aside. And
Abner struck him in the fifth rib with the
butt of the spear. And the spear came out
from behind him; and he fell there, and
diedin his place. And it happened that all
who cameto the place, there where Asahel
fell and died, they stood still.

24 And Joab and Abishai ran after Abner,
and the sun was going. And they came to
the hill of Ammah which is before Giah,
by the way of the wilderness of Gibeon.

25 1 And the sons of Benjamin gathered
themselves after Abner, and became one
troop, and stood on the top of a certain hill.

26 And Abner called to Joab, and said,
Does the sword devour forever? Do you
not know that it will be bitter in the end?
And until when will you say to the people
to turn back from after their brothers?

27 And Joab said, AsGod lives, for if you
had not spoken, surely then in the morn-
ing the people would have gone up, each
man from after his brother.

28 And Joab blew the rams' horn. And all
the people stood till, and did not till pur-
sue after Isragl; and not did they till fight

ain.

29 And Abner and his men went through
the Arabah all that night, and crossed the
Jordan, and went al theforenoon, and came
to Mahanaim.

30 And Joab returned from after Abner.
And he gathered all the people. And there
were lacking nineteen men of David’ s ser-
vants, and Asahel.

31 And David' s servants had struck three
hundred and sixty men of Benjamin, even
among the men of Abner who died.

32 And they lifted up Asahel and buried
him in the grave of his father, whichisin
Bethlehem. And they went all night, Joab
and his men; and it was light to them com-
ing into Hebron.

2 Samuel 3

1 David isstronger. 2 Sx sonswere born to him
in Hebron. 12 Abner joins David. 22 Joab mur-
ders Abner. 31 David mourns for Abner.

1 T Andtherewasalong war between the
house of Saul and the house of David. And

David was going on and was strong, but
the house of Saul was going on and was
weak.

2 And sonswere bornto David in Hebron.
And hisfirst-born was Amnon, of Ahinoam
of Jezreel.

3 And his second was Chileab, of Abigail
the former wife of Nabal of Carmel. And
the third was Absalom the son of Maacah,
the daughter of Talmai the king of Geshur.

4 And the fourth was Adonijah the son of
Haggith. And the fifth was Shephatiah the
son of Abital.

5 And the sixth was Ithream, of Eglah the
wife of David. These were born to David
in Hebron.

6 And it happened while there was war
between the house of Saul and the house
of David, Abner wasmaking himself strong
in the house of Saul.

7 1 And to Saul was a concubine, and her
namewas Rizpah the daughter of Aiah. And
Ishbosheth said to Abner, Why have you
gone in to my father’s concubine?

8 And Abner was exceedingly angry over
the words of |shbosheth. And he said, Am |
adog's head, that | act with kindness with
the house of your father Saul in regards to
Judah today, to his brothers, and to his
friends, and have not caused you to befound
inthehand of David, and you chargeastroke
against me with the woman today?

9 May God do so to Abner, and add to it
50, if | do not do to David as Jehovah has
sworn,

10 that thus | will do for him, to cause to
pass over the kingdom from the house of
Saul, and to establish the throne of David
over |srael and over Judah from Dan even
to Beer-sheba

11 And he was not able yet to return a
word to Abner, because he feared him.

12 And Abner sent messengers to David
in his place, saying, Whose is the land?
And saying, Cut your covenant with me,
and, behold, my hand shall be with you,
to bring all Israel around to you.

13 And he said, Good, | will cut a cov-
enant with you, but onething | ask of you,
saying, You shall not see my face except
you first bring Michal the daughter of Saul
when you come to see my face.
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14 And David sent messengers to
Ishbosheth the son of Saul, saying, Give
up my wife Michal, whom | betrothed to
myself with ahundred foreskins of the Phi-
listines.

15 And Ishbosheth sent and took her from
her man, from Phaltiel the son of Laish.

16 And her man went with her, going on
and weeping behind her to Bahurim. And
Abner said to him, Go, return. And he re-
turned.

17 And the word of Abner was with the
elders of Israel, saying, Before now you
have been seeking David for king over
you.

18 And now do it. For Jehovah has spo-
ken of David, saying, By the hand of My
servant David he will save My people Is-
rael out of the hand of the Philistines, and
out of the hand of all their enemies.

19 And Abner also spoke in the ears of
Benjamin. And Abner went also to speak
in the ears of David in Hebron all that was
good in the eyes of Israel, and in the eyes
of al the house of Benjamin.

20 And Abner came to David, to
Hebron, and twenty men with him. And
David made a feast for Abner and for
the men with him.

21 And Abner said to David, let me rise
up and go, and gather to my lord the king
all Israel. And they shall cut a covenant
with you. And you shall reign over all that
your soul desires. And David sent Abner
away, and he went in peace.

22 1 And, behold, the servants of David
and Joab came from pursuing atroop. And
they brought much plunder with them. And
Abner was not with David in Hebron, for
he had sent him away; and he had gone in

pesce.

23 And Joab and all the army that was
with him had come. And they told Joab,
saying, Abner the son of Ner has come to
the king. And he has sent him away, and
he has gone in peace.

24 And Joab came to the king, and said,
What have you done? Behold, Abner has
come to you; why is this, that you have
sent him away, and going he is gone?

25 You know Abner the son of Ner, that
he came to deceive you, and to know your

going out and your coming in, and to know
all that you are doing.

26 And Joab went out from David, and
sent messengers after Abner. And they
brought him back from the well of Sirah.
But David did not know it.

27 And Abner returned to Hebron. And
Joab turning him aside into the middle of
the gate, to speak with him privately, even
he struck him in the fifth rib there, and he
died, because of the blood of his brother
Asahdl.

28 And afterward David heard, and said,
| and my kingdom are innocent from be-
fore Jehovah forever from the blood of
Abner the son of Ner.

29 May it whirl about the head of Joab,
and on all hisfather’s house; and let there
not fail from the house of Joab one that
has a discharge, or that is leprous, or that
leans on a staff, or who falls by the sword,
or that lacks bread!

30 And Joab and hisbrother Abishai killed
Abner because he had caused their brother
Asahél to diein Gibeon, in battle.

31 And David said to Joab, and to al the
people with him, Tear your garments and
gird on sackcloth, and mourn before Abner.
And King David walked after the bier.

32 And they buried Abner in Hebron. And
theking lifted up hisvoice and wept at the
grave of Abner; and all the people wept.
33 And the king lamented for Abner, and
said, Should Abner die like the death of a
foolish one?

34 Y our hands were not bound, and your
feet were not brought into bronze fetters.
As one falls before sons of evil, you have
fallen! And all the people wept again over
him.

35Andall the people cameto cause David
to eat food whileit wasyet day. But David
swore, saying, So may God do to me, and
still more, if | taste bread or anything be-
fore the sun goesin.

36 And all the people took notice, and it
was good in their eyes. Asto al the king
did, it was good in the eyes of al the
people.

37 And al the people, even all Israel,
knew in that day that it was not from the
king to cause Abner the son of Ner to die.
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38 And the king said to his servants, Do
you not know that aleader and a great one
has fallen thisday in Israel?

39 And | amweak today, though anocinted
king. And these men, the sons of Zeruiah,
are too hard for me. May Jehovah reward
the doer of evil according to his evil!

2 Samuel 4

1 The Israelites troubled by the death of Abner.
2 Baanah and Rechab kill I shbosheth and bring
his head to Hebron.

1 9 And the son of Saul heard that Abner
was dead in Hebron. And his hands were
feeble and all those in Israel were terri-
fied.

2 And Saul’ s son had two men, troop com-
manders, one’' s name being Baanah, and the
other’ s name Rechab, the sons of Rimmon
the Beerothite, of the sons of Benjamin (for
Beeroth also is counted to Benjamin).

3 And the Beerothitesfled to Gittaim, and
are aliens there to this day.

4 And to Jonathan the son of Saul was a
son with crippled feet. He was a son of
five years when the news of Saul and
Jonathan came out of Jezree!; and hisnurse
lifted him up and fled; and it happened as
she hurried to fleg, that he fell and became
lame; and his name was M ephibosheth.

5 And the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,
Rechab and Baanah, went and came at the
heat of the day to the house of Ishbosheth.
And he was lying on his bed at noon.

6 And they came to the middle of the
house, bringing wheat. And they struck him
tothefifthrib. And Rechab and hisbrother
Baanah escaped.

7 And they entered the house, and he was
lying on his bed in his bedroom; and they
struck him and killed him, and took off
his head. And they took his head and went
the way of the Arabah all the night.

8 And they brought Ishbosheth’s head
to David in Hebron, and said to theking,
Behold, the head of Ishbosheth the son
of your enemy Saul, who sought your
life. And may Jehovah give to my lord
the king vengeance this day, on Saul and
on his seed.

9 9 And David answered Rechab and his
brother Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the

Beerothite, and said to them, As Jehovah
lives, who has redeemed my life out of all
distress,

10 when one spoke to me, saying, Behold
Saul is dead, and he was as a bearer of
good news in his own eyes; even | seized
and killed him in Ziklag. | gave that to
him as areward.

11 And when wicked men have slain a
righteous man in his own house on his
bed, should I not even now seek his
blood from your hand, and burn you
from the earth?

12 And David commanded his young
men. And they killed them, and cut off their
hands and their feet, and hung them over
thepool in Hebron. And they took the head
of Ishbosheth and buried it in the burying
place of Abner in Hebron.

2 Samuel 5

1 Thetribescometo Hebronto anoint David over
Israel. 4 David' sage. 6 Hetakes Zion fromthe
Jebusites and lives in it. 13 Eleven sons are
born to him in Jerusalem. 17 David kills the
Philistinesat the Breachesof Baal, 22 and again
at the weeping trees.

1 9 And al the tribes of Isragl came to
David, to Hebron, and spoke, saying, Be-
hold, weareyour boneand weareyour flesh.

2 Both yesterday and the day before, when
Saul wasking over us, you were hewho led
out and brought in Israel. And Jehovah said
toyou, Y oushal shepherd My peoplelsrad,
and you shall be for aleader over Isradl.

3 And all the elders of Israel came to the
king, to Hebron. And King David cut a
covenant with them in Hebron before Je-
hovah. And they anointed David to beking
over Isragl.

4 And David wasason of thirty yearswhen
he became king; he reigned forty years.

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven
years and six months; and in Jerusalem he
reigned thirty-three years over al Israel
and Judah.

6 Y And the king and his men went to
Jerusalem, to the Jebusites, those dwelling
in the land. And one spoke to David, say-
ing, Y ou shall not comein here except the
blind ones and the lame ones will turn you
away, saying, David cannot comein here.
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7 And David captured the stronghold of
Zion. It is the city of David.

8 And David said on that day, Anyone
who strikes the Jebusite, let him reach by
the water shaft and take the lame ones and
the blind ones, the hated of the soul of
David. On account of this they say, The
blind one and the lame one shall not enter
into the house.

9 And David lived in the stronghold, and
calledit thecity of David. And David built
al around from the Millo and inward.

10 And David went on and became gredt.
And Jehovah the God of Hostswaswith him.

11 9 And Hiram the king of Tyre sent
messengers to David, and cedar trees, and
craftsmen in wood, and craftsmen in stone
for the wall; and they built a house for
David.

12 And David knew that Jehovah had es-
tablished him for king over Israel, and that
He had lifted up his kingdom because of
His people Isradl.

13 And David again took concubines and
wives out of Jerusalem after he came from
Hebron. And again sons and daughters
were born to David.

14 These are the names of those born to
him in Jerusalem: Shammua, and Shobab,
and Nathan, and Solomon,

15 and Ibhar, and Elishua, and Nepheg,
and Japhia,

16 and Elishama, and Eliada, and
Eliphalet.

17 1 And the Philistines heard that they
had anointed David to be king over Israel.
And all the Philistines came up to seek
David. And David heard and went down
to the stronghold.

18 And the Philistines came and were
spread out in the Valley of the Giants.

19 And David asked of Jehovah, saying,
Shall | go up to the Philistines? Will You
givetheminto my hand? And Jehovah said
to David, Go up, for giving | will give the
Philistines into your hand.

20 And David cametothe Breachesof Badl.
And David struck them there, and said, Je-
hovah has broken forth on my enemies be-
fore me as the breaking forth of waters. On
account of this he called the name of that
place The Breaches of Baal.

21 And they abandoned their idols there;
and David and his men took them away.

22 And the Philistines again came up and
were spread out in the Valley of the Giants.

23 And David asked of Jehovah, and He
said, You shall not go up. Turn around to
go after them, and come to them in front
of the weeping trees.

24 Andit shall be, when you hear the sound
of the marching in the tops of the weeping
trees, then you shall strike. For then Jeho-
vah shall go out before you to strike the
army of the Philistines.

25 And David did so, that which Jeho-
vah commanded him. And he struck the
Philistines from Geba until you come to
Gezer.

2 Samuel 6

1 David getsthe ark from Kirjath-jearimon a
new cart. 6 Uzzah iskilled at The Breach of
Uzzah. 12 David bringsthe ark to Zion with
sacrificesand dances beforeit. 17 He places
itinatent with great joy and feasting.

1 9 And David again gathered every cho-
sen onein Isragl, thirty thousand.

2 And David rose up and went, and all the
peoplewith him, from Baal-judah, to bring
up the ark of God from there which is
called by the Name, the Name of Jehovah
of Hosts, who dwells above the cherubs.

3 And they caused the ark of God to ride
on a new cart, and took it from the house
of Abinadab, which is on the hill. And
Uzzah and Ahio the sons of Abinadab were
leading the new cart.

4 And they took it from the house of
Abinadab, which is on the hill, with the ark
of God. And Ahiowas going beforethe ark.

5 And David and all the house of Israel
were dancing before Jehovah with al in-
struments of fir wood, with lyres and with
harps, and with tambourines, and with
sistra, and with cymbals.

6 1 And when they came to the threshing-
floor of Nachon, and Uzzah reached out to
the ark of God, and took hold of it, for the
oxen nearly upset it,

7 then the anger of Jehovah burned
against Uzzah. And God struck him there
for the fault. And he died there by the
ark of God.

KJ3—Literal Translation Bible - 2005 Edition
Copyright © 2005 — By Jay P. Green, Sr. — All Rights Reserved




2 Samuel 7

324

David brings Ark; seeksto build atemple

8 And it angered David because Jehovah
broke out a break against Uzzah. And one
callsthat place The Breach of Uzzahtothis
day.

9 And David feared Jehovah on that day,
and said, How shall the ark of Jehovah come
to me?

10 And David was not willing to bring
the ark of Jehovah to himsdlf, to the city
of David. And David turned it aside to the
house of Obed-edom the Gittite.

11 And the ark of Jehovah remained in
the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three
months. And Jehovah blessed Obed-edom
and all his house.

12 f And it was told to King David, say-
ing, Jehovah has blessed the house of Obed-
edom and all that is his, because of the ark
of God. And David went and brought up
the ark of God from the house of Obed-
edom to the city of David with joy.

13 And it happened, when those bearing
the ark of Jehovah had gone six steps, he
sacrificed an ox and afatling.

14 And David was dancing with al his
might before Jehovah. And David was
girded with alinen ephod.

15 And David and all the house of Isradl
were bringing up the ark of Jehovah with
shouting, and withthe sound of arams’ horn.

16 And it happened, when the ark of Je-
hovah had come to the city of David, and
Michal the daughter of Saul looked
through the window and saw King David
leaping and dancing before Jehovah, she
despised him in her heart.

17 And they brought the ark of Jehovah
in, and set it up inits place, in the midst of
the tent that David had pitched for it. And
David caused burnt offeringsto be offered
before Jehovah, and peace offerings.

18 And David finished offering the burnt
offerings, and the peace offerings, and
blessed the people in the name of Jehovah
of Hosts.

19 And heshared out to dl thepeople, toal
the multitude of Israel, from man even to
woman, to each man a cake of bread and
one date cake and one raisin cake. And dll
the people |eft, each man to his house.

20 T And David returned to bless his
house. And Michal the daughter of Saul

went out to meet David, and said, How
glorious was the king of Israel today, who
uncovering was uncovered today before
the eyes of the dave-girls of his servants,
as one of the vain ones uncovers himself.

21 And David said to Michal, Before Je-
hovah, who chose me over your father and
over al your father's house, to command
me to be leader over the people of Jeho-
vah, and over Israel, so | danced before
Jehovah.

22 And | will be yet lighter than this, and
shall be lowly in my own eyes. But with
the slave-girls of whom you spoke, with
them | will be honored.

23 And there was no child to Micha the
daughter of Saul until the day of her death.

2 Samuel 7

1 Nathan first approves of David building Jeho-
vah ahouse 4 |ater Jehovah forbidshim. 12 He
promises him benefitsand blessingsin his seed.
18 David' s prayer and thanksgiving.

1 9 And it happened, when the king lived
in his house, and Jehovah had given him
rest from all his enemies all around,

2 theking said to Nathan the prophet, See,
now, | am living in a house of cedar, and
the ark of God dwells within tent curtains.

3 And Nathan said to the king, All that is
in your heart, go, do. For Jehovah shall be
with you.

4 9 And it happened in that night, the Word
of Jehovah was to Nathan, saying,

5 Go, and you shall say to My servant, to
David, So says Jehovah, Will you build a
house for Me, for My dwelling?

6 For | have not dwelt in a house even
from the day of My bringing the sons of
Israel out of Egypt, | have been going about
in atent, even in atabernacle.

7 In all places in which | have gone with
al of the sons of Israel, have | spoken a
word with one of thetribes of |srael, those
| commanded to shepherd My people Is-
rael, saying, Why have you not built for
me a house of cedars?

8 And now, so you shall say to My ser-
vant, to David, So says Jehovah of Hosts,
| have taken you from the resting place,
from following the flock, to be ruler over
My people, over Isragl.
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9 And | have been with you wherever you
went, and have cut off all your enemies
from before you and have made you agreat
name, like the name of the great men who
are on the earth.

10 And | will appoint a place for My
people, for Israel, and will plant them, that
they may dwell in their own place and not
be made to tremble any more; and not shall
the sons of evil afflict them again, as at
the first,

11 even from the day | commanded
judges to be over My people Israel. And |
will cause you to rest from al your en-
emies. And Jehovah declares to you that
Jehovah will make you a house.

12 When your days are fulfilled, and you
lie with your fathers, even | shall raise up
your seed after you, who shall comeout from
your loins, and | shall establish hiskingdom.

13 He shall build a house for My Name,
and | shall establish the throne of hisking-
dom forever.

14 | shall be to him for a father, and he
shall be to Me for a son. When he sins,
then | will chasten him with arod of men,
and with strokes of the sons of men.

15 But My kindness shall not be turned
aside from him, as | took it from Saul,
whom | turned aside from before you.

16 And your house shall be established,
and your kingdom beforeyou forever. Y our
throne shall be established forever.

17 According to all these words, and ac-
cording to al thisvision, so Nathan spoke
to David.

18 And King David came in and sat be-
fore Jehovah, and said: Whoam |, O Lord
Jehovah, and what is my house, that Y ou
have brought me to here?

19 And thiswas yet but littlein Y our eyes,
O Lord Jehovah. But Y ou have spoken also
of Your servant’s house for atime afar off;
and isthisthelaw of men, O Lord Jehovah?

20 And what more can David add to say
to You? And Y ou know Y our servant, O
Lord Jehovah.

21 Because of Y our Word, and according
to Y our heart, Y ou havedoneall thisgreat-
nessto make Y our servant know.

22 On account of this, O Jehovah God,
You aregreat; for thereisnonelike Y ou;

and thereis no God except Y ou, accord-
ing to all that we have heard with our
ears.

23 And who is like Your people, like Is-
rael, the one nation in the earth that God
went to redeem to be a people for Him-
self, and to make Himself a name, and to
dofor Yougreat and fearful thingsfor Y our
land, before Your people which You re-
deemed to You from Egypt, from nations
and their gods?

24Y ea, Y ou have established Y our people
Israel to Y ourself, to Y ou for a peoplefor-
ever. And You, O Jehovah, have become
to them for God.

25 And now, O Jehovah God, establish
the Word which Y ou have spoken concern-
ing Y our servant, and concerning hishouse,
forever. And do as Y ou have spoken.

26 And Y our name shall be great forever,
saying, Jehovah of Hosts is God over Is-
rael, and the house of Y our servant David
isestablished before Y ou.

27 For Y ou, O Jehovah of Hosts, the God
of Israel, You have uncovered the ear of
Your servant, saying, | will build a house
for you. On account of this Your servant
has found his heart to pray to You this
prayer.

28 And now, O Lord Jehovah, You are
God, and Your words are truth, and You
speak thisgoodnessto Y our servant.

29 And now, let it please Y ou to bless the
house of Your servant, to be forever be-
fore You. For You, O Lord Jehovah, have
spoken, and with Your blessing shall the
house of Y our servant be blessed forever.

2 Samuel 8

1 David subduesthe Philistines and the Moabites.
3 He kills Hadadezer and the Syrians. 9 Toi
sends Joram with presents to bless him.

1 9 And it happened afterward, David
struck the Philistines, and humbled them.
And David took the Bridle of the Mother
City out of the hand of the Philistines.

2 And he struck M oab, and measured them
with a line; making them to lie down on
the ground. And he measured two lines to
cause them to die, and the fulness of the
line to keep alive. And the Moabites were
daves to David, bearing a gift.
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3 And David struck Hadadezer the son of
Rehab, king of Zobah, as he went to re-
store his power at the River.

4 And David captured from him seven-
teen hundred horsemen, and twenty thou-
sand footmen. And David hamstrung all
of the chariot horses; but he left ahundred
chariots of them.

5 And the Syrians of Damascus came to
give help to Hadadezer the king of Zobah.
And David struck twenty-two thousand
men of the Syrians.

6 And David put garrisonsin Syriaof Dam-
ascus. And the Syrians became servants to
David, bearing a gift. And Jehovah saved
David in al placesin which he went.

7 And David took the shieldsof gold which
were on Hadadezer’'s servants and bore
them to Jerusalem.

8 And King David took very much bronze
from Betah, and from Berothai, cities of
Hadadezer.

9 1 And Toi the king of Hamath heard
that David had struck all the army of
Hadadezer.

10 And Toi sent his son Joram to King
Davidto ask of hispeace, and to blesshim,
because he had fought against Hadadezer
and struck him. For Hadadezer had been a
man of wars against Toi. And in his hand
weresilver articles, and golden articles, and
bronze articles.

11 King David & so dedicated them to Je-
hovah, with the silver and the gold which
he dedicated of al the nations which he
subdued:

12 from Syria, and from Moab, and from
the sons of Ammon, and from the Philis-
tines, and from Amalek, and from the plun-
der of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, the
king of Zobah.

13 And David made a name for himself
when he returned, after he had struck the
Syriansinthe Valley of Salt, eighteen thou-
sand men.

14 And he put garrisons in al Edom, in
all Edom he put garrisons, and all Edom
became servants to David. And Jehovah
saved Davidinall placesin which hewent.

15 § And David reigned over al Isradl,
and David did judgment and righteousness
to al his people.

16 And Joab the son of Zeruiah was over
thearmy; and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud
was the recorder;

17 and Zadok the son of Ahitub, and
Ahimelech the son of Abiathar werepriests;
and Seraiah was scribe;

18 and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was
over both the Cherethites and the Pel ethites;
and the sons of David were priests.

2 Samuel 9

1 David by Ziba sends for Mephibosheth. 7 For
Jonathan’ s sake he entertains him at his table
and returns to him all that was Saul’s. 9 He
makes Ziba the manager of his estate.

1 9 And David said, Is there yet any who
remain left to the house of Saul, that | may
do with him kindness because of Jonathan?

2 And to the house of Saul was a servant,
and his name was Ziba. And they called
him to David. And the king said to him,
Areyou Ziba? And he said, Y our servant!

3 Andtheking said, Istherenot yet aman
to the house of Saul, that | may do with
him the kindness of God to him? And Ziba
said to the king, There is yet a son to
Jonathan, lame in both feet.

4 And the king said to him, Where is he?
And Zibasaid to the king, Behold, heisin
the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel in
L o-debar.

5 And King David sent and took him out
of the house of Machir the son of Ammiel,
of Lo-debar.

6 And Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan
the son of Saul came to David and fell on
hisface, and prostrated himself. And David
said, Mephibosheth! And he said, Behold,
your servant.

7 And David said to him, Do not be afraid,
for doing | will do with you kindness be-
cause of your father Jonathan. And | will
give back to you all theland of your father
Saul. And you shall eat bread at my table
continually.

8 And he bowed and said, What is your
servant, that you should turn to a dead dog
which is like me?

9 T And the king called to Ziba the ser-
vant of Saul, and said to him, All that
belonged to Saul and to all his house, |
have given to the son of your lord.
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10 And you shall till the land for him,
you and your sons and your servants. And
you shall bring in the fruits, so that your
master’s son may have bread to eat. But
Mephibosheth your master’s son shall eat
bread continually at my table. And Ziba
had fifteen sons, and twenty servants.

11 And Ziba said to the king, According
to all that my lord the king commands his
servant, so your servant will do. And
Mephibosheth was eating at my table like
one of the king's sons.

12 And Mephibosheth had a young son,
and his name was Micha. And everyone
living in Ziba's house were servants to
M ephibosheth.

13 And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem,
for he ate continually at the table of the
king. And he was lame in both his feet.

2 Samud 10

1 David's servants are sent to comfort Hanun.
Hanun humiliates them. 6 The Ammonites are
overcome by Joab and Abishai. 15 Shobach is
dain by David.

1 9 And it happened afterward, the king
of the Ammonitesdied. And hisson Hanun
reigned in his place.

2 And David said, | will show kindnessto
Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father
showed kindnessto me. And David sent to
comfort him concerning his father by the
hand of hisservants. And David’ s servants
came into the land of the sons of Ammon.

3 And the leaders of the sons of Ammon
said to their lord Hanun, Is David hon-
oring your father in your eyes, because
he has sent comforters to you? Has not
David sent his servants to you to search
the city, and to spy it out, and to over-
throw it?

4 And Hanun took David's servants and
shaved off half of their beards, and cut off
their long robes in the center, to their but-
tocks; and he sent them away.

5 And they told David, and he sent to
meet them; for the men were very hu-
miliated. And the king said, Remain in
Jericho until your beard grows; then you
shall return.

6 1 And the sons of Ammon saw that they
were odious to David. And the sons of

Ammon sent and hired Syriansfrom Beth-
rehob, and Syrians from Zobah, twenty
thousand footmen; and the king of Maacah
with a thousand men; and the men of Tob
with twelve thousand men.

7 And David heard, and he sent Joab and
all the army, the mighty men.

8 And the sons of Ammon came out and
set in order for battle at the opening of the
gate. And the Syrians of Zobah, and Rehob,
and the men of Tob, and Maacah were by
themselves in the field.

9 And Joab saw that the face of the battle
from the front was against him before
and behind. And he chose from all the
chosen in Israel, and set them in order
to meet the Syrians.

10 And the rest of the people he gaveinto
the hand of his brother Abishai, and he set
in order to meet the sons of Ammon.

11 And he said, If the Syrians are stron-
ger than I, then you shall be for me for
help; and if the sons of Ammon are stron-
ger than you, then | will cometo help you.

12 Be strong, and let us be strong for our
people, and for the cities of our God. And
may Jehovah do that which seems good in
Hiseyes.

13 And Joab and the people who werewith
him drew near to battle against the Syr-
ians; and they fled before him.

14 And the sons of Ammon saw that the
Syriansfled, and they fled before Abishai,
and went into the city. And Joab returned
from the sons of Ammon, and came to
Jerusalem.

15 9 And the Syrians saw that they were
stricken before Isragl. And they gathered
together.

16 And Hadarezer sent and brought out
the Syrians which were beyond the River.
Andthey cameto Helam, and Shobach was
the commander of the army of Hadarezer
before them.

17 And it wastold to David. And he gath-
ered all Isragl, and passed over the Jordan,
and came to Helam. And the Syrians set
themselves in order to meet David. And
they fought with him.

18 And the Syriansfled beforelsrael. And
David killed from Syria seven hundred in
chariots, and forty thousand horsemen. And
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he struck Shobach the commander of the
army, and he died there.

19 And all the kings, the servants of
Hadarezer, saw that they had been
stricken before Israel. And they made
peace with Israel, and served them. And
Syria feared to help the sons of Ammon
any more.

2 Samudl 11

1While Joab besieged Rabbah, David commited adul-
tery with Bath-sheba. 6 Uriah, sent for by David to
cover the adultery, would not go home. 14 He car-
riesto Joab the letter of his death. 18 Joab sends
newsto David. 26 David weds Bath-sheba.

19 Andit happened at theturn of theyear,
at the time when messengers go out, David
sent Joab and his servants with him, and
al lsrael. And they destroyed the sons of
Ammon, and lay siege to Rabbah. But
David abode at Jerusalem.

2 And it happened at evening time, David
rose up from his bed and walked up and
down on the roof of the king's house. And
he saw from the roof a woman bathing.
And the woman was very good of form.

3 And David sent and asked about the
woman. And one said, Is this not Bath-
sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of
Uriah the Hittite?

4 And David sent messengersand took her.
And she came to him, and he lay with her.
And she purified herself from uncleanness,
and she returned to her house.

5 And the woman conceived, and sent, and
told David. And she said, | am pregnant.

6 1 And David sent to Joab, Send Uriah the
Hittite to me. And Joab sent Uriah to David.

7 And Uriah came to him. And David
asked the peace of Joab, and the peace of
the people, and of the success of the war.

8 And David said to Uriah, Go down to
your house and wash your feet. And Uriah
went out of the king's house, and a gift
from the king went out after him.

9 Uriah lay down at the entrance of the
king’s house, with all the servants of his
lord. And he did not go down to his house.

10 And they told David, saying, Uriah did
not go down to hishouse. And David said to
Uriah, Have you not come from ajourney?
Why haveyou not gone down to your house?

11 And Uriah said to David, The ark, and
Israel, and Judah dwell in booths. And my
lord Joab, and my lord’ s servants are camp-
ing on the face of thefield. And I, shall | go
into my houseto eat and to drink, and to lie
with my wife? Asyou live, and as your soul
lives, | will not do this thing.

12 And David said to Uriah, Abide here
today also, and tomorrow | will send you
away. And Uriah remained in Jerusalem on
that day, and on the next day.

13 And David called for him, and he ate
and drank before him. And he made him
drunk, and he went out in the evening to
lie on his bed with the servants of hislord.
And he did not go down to his house.

14 9 And it happened in themorning David
wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the
hand of Uriah.

15 And hewroteintheletter, saying, Place
Uriah in the front of the strongest battle,
and withdraw from him, that he may be
struck, and die.

16 And it happened, as Joab watched the
city, that he sent Uriah to the place where
he knew would be men of strength.

17 And the men of the city went out and
fought with Joab, and some of the people
fell of David's servants. And Uriah the
Hittite also died.

18 And Joab sent and told David al the
matters of the war.

19 And he commanded the messenger,
saying, Asyou finish al the matters of the
war, speaking to the king,

20 evenit shall be, if theking' sfury rises,
and he saysto you, Why did you draw near
to the city to fight? Did you not know that
they would shoot from off the wall?

21 Whokilled Abimelech the son of Jerub-
besheth? Did not a woman throw a piece
of ariding millstone on him from the wall,
and he died in Thebez? Why did you draw
near to the wall? Then you shall say, Also
your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead.

22 And the messenger went and came and
told David all that which Joab had sent him
to tell,

23 and the messenger said to David, Surely
the men have been mighty againgt us, and
came out to usinto the field. And we were
on them to the entrance of the gate.
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24 And those shooting shot at your ser-
vants from off the wall, and some of the
servants of theking are dead; and also your
servant Uriah the Hittite is dead.

25 And David said to the messenger, Y ou
shall say to Joab, Do not let this thing be
evil in your eyes; for as this one so that
one the sword devours. Make your battle
stronger against the city, and overthrow it.
And make him strong.

26 And Uriah's wife heard that her hus-
band Uriah was dead. And she mourned
for her husband.

27 And the mourning time passed by. And
David sent and gathered her to his housg;
and she becameto him for awife, and bore
a son to him. And the thing which David
had done was evil in the eyes of Jehovah.

2 Samuel 12

1 Nathan’s parable of the ewe lamb. 13 David
confesses his sin, and is pardoned. 15 David
mourns and prays for the child, while it lived.
24 Solomon is born, and named Jedidiah.
26 David takes Rabbah.

1 9 And Jehovah sent Nathan to David.
And hecameto him and said to him, There
were two men in one city, one rich, and
one poor.

2 The rich one had flocks and very many
herds.

3 But the poor one had nothing except one
little ewe lamb, which he had bought and
kept dive. Andit grew upwithhim, andwith
his sons together, and it ate of his morsdl,
and it drank from his cup, and it lay in his
bosom. And it was like a daughter to him.

4 And atraveler cameto therich one, and
he spared to take of his own flock, and of
his own herd, to prepare for the traveler
who had come to him. And he took the
ewe lamb of the poor man, and prepared it
for the man who had come to him.

5 And David's anger glowed greatly
against the man. And he said to Nathan, As
Jehovah lives, surely the man who did this
isason of death.

6 And he shall repay fourfold for the ewe
lamb, because he has done this thing, and
because he had no pity.

7 And Nathan said to David, You arethe
man! So says Jehovah, the God of Isragl,

| anointed you as king over Israel, and |
delivered you out of the hand of Saul.

8 And | gave you the house of your mas-
ter, and your master’ swives into your bo-
som. And | gave you the house of Israel
and of Judah. And if that were too little,
then | would have added to you these and
these things.

9 Why have you despised the Word of Je-
hovah, todotheevil in Hiseyes? Y ou have
stricken Uriah the Hittite by the sword, and
you have taken his wife to yourself for a
wife. And you havekilled him by the sword
of the sons of Ammon.

10 And now the sword shall not turn aside
from your house forever, because evenyou
have despised Me, and have taken the wife
of Uriah the Hittite to be a wife to you.

11 So says Jehovah, Behold, | am rais-
ing up evil against you out of your house,
and shall take your wives before your
eyes and give themto your neighbor. And
he shall lie with your wivesin the sight
of the sun.

12 For you acted in secret, but | will do
thisthing before all Israel and before the
sun.

13 And David said to Nathan, | have
sinned against Jehovah. And Nathan said
to David, Jehovah also has put away your
sin; you shall not die.

14 Only, because you have made the en-
emiesof Jehovahto scornderisively by this
thing, also the son who shall be born to
you dying shall die.

15 9 And Nathan went to his house, and
Jehovah struck the boy whom the former
wife of Uriah had borne to David. And it
became sick.

16 And David sought God for the boy.
And David fasted a fast, and went in and
stayed the night, and lay on the earth.

17 And the elders of his house rose up
toward him, to raise him up from the earth.
But hewas not willing; and he ate no bread
with them.

18 And it happened on the seventh day,
the boy died. And David' s servantsfeared
to tell him that the boy has died, for they
said, Behold, while the boy was alive,
we spoke to him, and he would not lis-
ten to our voice. And how shall we tell
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him that the boy had died? And he may
do harm.

19 And David saw that his servants were
whispering among themselves. And David
understood that the boy had died. And
David said to his servants, Has the boy
died? And they said, He has died.

20 And David rose up from the earth, and
bathed, and anointed. And he changed his
clothing, and came into the house of Jeho-
vah, and worshiped. And he came to his
house, and commanded, and they brought
bread for him; and he ate.

21 And his servants said to him, What is
this thing you have done? Y ou fasted and
wept because of the living boy, yet when
the boy has died, you have risen up and
have eaten food?

22 And he said, While the boy was alive,
| fasted and wept. For | said, Who knows?
Jehovah may be gracious to me and the
boy may stay alive.

23 And now he has died. Why this, that |
should fast? Am | able to bring him back
again? | shall go to him, but he shall not
return to me.

24 And David comforted his wife Bath-
sheba. And he went in to her, and lay with
her. And she bore a son, and he called his
name Solomon. And Jehovah loved him,

25 and sent by the hand of Nathan the
prophet, and called his name Jedidiah, be-
cause of Jehovah.

26 1 And Joab fought against Rabbah of
the sons of Ammon, and captured theroyal
city.

27 And Joab sent messengers to David,
and said, | havefought against Rabbah, and
| have captured the city of waters.

28 And now gather the rest of the people,
and encamp against the city, and take it;
that | not take the city, and my name be
called over it.

29 And David gathered all the people and
went to Rabbah, and fought against it, and
took it.

30 And he took the crown of their king
from off his head. And its weight was a
talent of gold, and a precious stone in it.
And it was set on David's head. And he
brought out the plunder of the city in great
abundance.

31 And he brought out the people in it,
and put them to the saw, and to sharp tools
of iron, and to axes of iron. And he caused
them to go over into the brick kiln. And so
he did to all the cities of the sons of
Ammon. And David and all the peoplere-
turned to Jerusalem.

2 Samuel 13

1 Amnon loves Tamar and pretendsto beill and
herapes her. 19 Absalomcomfortsher. 23 Ata
sheepshearing hekills Amnon. 37 Absalomflees
to Talmai at Geshur.

1 7 And afterward it happened that
Absalom the son of David had a beautiful
sister, and her name was Tamar. And
Amnon the son of David loved her.

2 And Amnon was distressed, even to be-
coming sick, because of his sister Tamar.
For shewasavirgin, andit washard in the
eyes of Amnon to do anything to her.

3 And Amnon had afriend, and hisnamewas
Jonadab the son of Shimesh, David's brother.
And Jonadab was avery shrewd man.

4 And hesaidto him, Why areyou, theking's
son, solow morning by morning?Will you not
tdl me? And Amnonsaidtohim, | love Tamar,
my brother Absdom’ ssgter.

5 And Jonadab said to him, Lie down
on your bed and pretend to be ill. And
your father will comein to see you, and
you shall say to him, Please let my sis-
ter Tamar come in and give me food to
eat. And she shall make the food before
my eyes, so that | may see and may eat
from her hand.

6 And Amnon lay down and pretended to
beill. And the king came to see him. And
Amnon said to the king, Pleaselet my sis-
ter Tamar come, and she shall make two
cakes before my eyes, and | shall eat from
her hand.

7 And David sent hometo Tamar, saying,
Please go to the house of your brother
Amnon and make food for him.

8 And Tamar went to her brother
Amnon’s house. And hewas lying down.
And she took the dough, and kneaded it,
and made cakes before his eyes, and
baked the cakes.

9 And shetook the baking pan and poured
out before him. But he refused to eat, and
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Amnon said, Cause every man to go out
from me. And every one of them went out
from him.

10 And Amnon said to Tamar, Bring the
food into the inner room, and | shall eat
from your hand. And Tamar took the
cakes that she had made and brought
them in to her brother Amnon, into the
inner room.

11 And she brought near to him to eat.
And he lay hold on her, and said to her,
Come lie with me, my sister.

12 And she said to him, No, my brother,
do not humble me, for it is not done so in
Israel. Do not do this foolishness.

13 And |, where should | cause my dis-
grace to go? And you, you shall be as one
of thefoolish onesin Israel. But now, please
speak to the king; for he shall not with-
hold me from you.

14 But he was not willing to listen to her
voice. And he was stronger than she, and
humbled her, and lay with her.

15 And Amnon hated her with avery great
hatred, so that the hatred with which he
hated her was greater than the love with
which he had loved her. And Amnon said
to her, Get up and go!

16 And she said to him, No, for this evil
isgreater than the other that you have done
to me, to send me away. But he was not
willing to listen to her.

17 And he called his young man who at-
tended him, and said, Now put this one
out from me and bolt the door after her.

18 And a long tunic was on her, for so
usually dressed the daughters of the king
who were virgins. And the one attending
him brought her robes outside, and bolted
the door after her.

19 And Tamar put ashes on her head,
and tore the long tunic on her, and put
her hand on her head, and left; going on
and crying out.

20 And her brother Absalom said to her,
Has your brother Amnon been with you?
But now, my sister, keep silent. Heisyour
brother. Do not set your heart on thisthing.
And Tamar livedin the house of her brother
Absalom, but she was desolate.

21 TAndKing David heard dl thesethings,
and it angered him very much.

22 But Absalom did not speak either good
or evil with Amnon, for Absalom hated
Amnon, because he had humbled hissister
Tamar.

23 And after two years it happened that
Absalom had shearersin Baal-hazor, which
is beside Ephraim. And Absalom called to
all the sons of the king.

24 And Absalom came to the king and
said, Behold, shearers are to your servant.
Pleaselet the king and his servantsgo with
your servant.

25 And the king said to Absalom, No, my
son, let us not al go now, and we shall not
be too heavy on you. But he urged him, and
he was not willing to go, but he blessed him.

26 And Absalom said, If not, please let
my brother Amnon go with us. And the
king said to him, Why should he go with
you?

27 And Absalom urged him, and he sent
Amnon with him, and all the king's sons.

28 And Absalom commanded his young
men, saying, Now watch when Amnon’'s
heart is glad with wine, and when | say to
you, Strike Amnon, you shall cause himto
die. Do not fear. Isit not that | commanded
you? Be strong, and become sons of
strength.

29 And the young men of Absalom did to
Amnon as Absalom commanded. And all
theking’ s sonsrose up, and they each man
rode on his mule, and fled.

30 T And it happened while they werein
theway, even thereport had cometo David,
saying, Absalom has stricken all the sons
of the king, and not one of them is left.

31 And the king rose up and tore his gar-
ments, and lay on the earth; and all his ser-
vantswere standing by with torn garments.

32 And Jonadab the son of Shimeah,
David' sbrother, answered and said, Do not
let my lord say, They have caused all of
the young men, the king's sons to die; for
only Amnon hasdied. For by the mouth of
Absalom it has been settled from the day
of his humbling of his sister Tamar.

33 And now, do not let my lord the king
lay theword to heart, saying, All theking's
sons have died; for only Amnon has died.

34 And Absalom fled. And theyoung man
who was watching lifted up his eyes and
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saw. And, behold! Many peoplewere com-
ing by the highway behind him, by the side
of thehill.

35 And Jonadab said to the king, See, the
sons of the king have come; asthe word of
your servant, so it has been.

36 And it happened as he finished speak-
ing, behold, theking’ ssonscame. And they
lifted up their voice and wept. And also
the king and all his servants wept with a
very great weeping.

37 And Absalom fled, and went to Talmai
the son of Ammihud, the king of Geshur.
And David mourned for hisson all thetime.

38 And Absalom had fled, and had gone
to Geshur, and was there three years.

39 And ended the anger of King David
to go out to Absalom, for he had been com-
forted for Amnon, for he had died.

2 Samuel 14

1 The woman of Tekoah pretends to be a widow.
13 Sheasksfor Absalomto comeback to Jerusa-
lem. 25 Absalom’ s beauty. 28 After two years,
Joab brings Absalomto the king' s presence.

1 9 And Joab the son of Zeruiah knew
that the king' s heart was on Absalom.

2 And Joab sent to Tekoah and took awise
woman from there, and said to her, Pre-
tend yourself to be a mourner now, and
please put on garments of mourning. And
do not anoint yourself with oil, and you
shall be awoman who has been mourning
many days for one who died.

3 And you shall go to the king and speak
with him according to thisword. And Joab
put the words into her mouth.

4 And the woman of Tekoah spoketo the
king, and fell on her face to the earth, and
bowed and said, Save, O king!

5 And the king said to her, What shall be
to you? And she said, Truly | am awidow
woman, and my husband died.

6 And your servant had two sons. And
the two of them fought in the field, and
there was no deliverer between them. And
the one struck the other, and caused him
to die.

7 And, behold, the whole family has
risen against your servant, and said, Give
up him who struck his brother, and we
will cause him to die for the life of his

brother whom he haskilled. And we will
also destroy the heir. And they will
guench my coal which is left, so as not
to set to my husband a name and rem-
nant on the face of the earth.

8 And the king said to the woman, Go to
your house, and | will give command con-
cerning you.

9 And the woman of Tekoah said to the
king, My lord, O king, let the iniquity be
on me, and on my father’'s house; and the
king and his throne shall be guiltless.

10 And the king said, Whoever speaks to
you, you aso shall bring him to me, and
he shall not touch you any more.

11 And she said, Please let the king re-
member Jehovah your God, that the
avenger of blood not destroy any more,
and that they may not destroy my son. And
he said, As Jehovah lives, not one hair of
your son shall fall to the earth.

12 And the woman said, Please let your
servant speak aword to my lord the king.
And he said, Speak.

13 And the woman said, And why have
you thought in this way about the people
of God?Y ea, theking isspeaking thisthing
as a guilty one, in that the king has not
brought back his outcast.

14 For dying wedieand areaswater which
is spilled on the ground, which cannot be
gathered up. And God does not take alife,
but has devised plans so that the outcast is
not cast out from Him.

15 And now that | have come to speak this
wordto my lord theking, becausethe people
mademeafraid; and your servant said, Please
let me spesk to the king; it may be the king
shall do the word of his servant.

16 For the king has listened, to deliver
his servant out of the hand of the man seek-
ing to destroy me and my son together, out
of the inheritance of God.

17 And your servant said, Please let the
word of my lord the king rest. For as a
messenger of God, so is my lord the king,
to understand the good and the evil. And
Jehovah your God shall be with you.

18 And the king answered and said to the
woman, Please do not hide from me the
thing that | am asking you. And the woman
said, Now let my lord the king speak.
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19 And the king said, Is the hand of Joab
withyouinal this? And thewoman answered
and said, Asyour soul lives, my lord, Oking,
noneshall turntotheright or totheleft from
al that my lord the king has spoken. For
your servant Joab ordered me, and he put all
these words in your servant’s mouth.

20 Y our servant Joab has done this thing
to turn about the face of the matter, and
my lord is wise according to the wisdom
of an angel of God, to know all that isin
the land.

21 1 And the king said to Joab, Behold,
now, | have donethisthing. Then go, bring
back the young man Absalom.

22 And Joab fell on his face to the earth,
and bowed, and blessed the king. And Joab
said, Today your servant has known that |
have found favor in your eyes, my lord, O
king, in that the king has done the word of
his servant.

23 And Joab rose up and went to Geshur,
and brought Absalom to Jerusalem.

24 And the king said, Let him turn to his
house, and he shall not see my face. And
Absalom turned to his house, and he did
not see the king's face.

25 And no man was handsome like
Absalom in all Israel, to be so greatly
praised. From the sole of his foot to his
crown there was not a blemish in him.

26 And when he sheared his head (for it
was at the end of days of days that he
sheared it, because the hair was heavy on
him, and he sheared it), he weighed the
hair of his head at two hundred shekels by
the king’ s weight.

27 And three sons were born to Absalom,
and one daughter. And her namewas Tamar;
she was a woman of a beautiful form.

28 And Absalom lived in Jerusalem two
years, and had not seen the king' s face.

29 And Absalom sent to Joab, to send him
to theking. But hewas not willing to come
to him. And he sent again a second time,
and he was not willing to come.

30 And he said to his servants, Behold,
Joab's allotment isto my hand, and to him
is barley there. Go and et it on fire. And
Absalom’ sservants set thedlotment onfire.

31 And Joab rose up and cameto Absalom,
to thehouse, and said to him, Why have your

servants set fire on the allotment which isto
me?

32 And Absalom said to Joab, Behold, |
sent to you, saying, Come here, and | will
send you to the king to say, Why have |
come from Geshur? It was good for me to
betheredtill. And now, let me seetheking's
face, and if there is guilt in me, then you
shall cause meto die.

33 And Joab came to the king and told
him. And he called to Absalom; and he
came to the king, and bowed to him on his
nose to the earth before the king. And the
king kissed Absalom.

2 Samuel 15

1 Absalom steals the hearts of Israel. 7 He ob-
tainsleaveto go to Hebron. 10 He makesthere
agreat conspiracy. 13 David fleesfrom Jerusa-
lem. 24 Zadok and Abiathar are sent back with
theark. 32 Hushai is sent to deceive Absalom.

1 Andit happened afterward that Absalom
prepared a chariot for himsdlf, and horses,
and fifty men running before him.

2 And Absalom rose up and stood by the
side of the way of the gate. And it hap-
pened that every man who had a cause to
come to the king for judgment, Absalom
called to him and said, Of what city are
you? And hesaid, Y our servant isfrom one
of the tribes of Israel.

3 And Absalom said to him, Behold, your
matters are good and right. And thereisno
listener to you from the king.

4 And Absalom said, Who shall make me
a judge in the land, that every man who
has adispute, | will then declare him right,
even with judgment?

5 And it happened, when a man drew
near to bow himself to him, he put out
his hand and laid hold on him, and gave
him akiss.

6 And Absalom acted thisway to all Is-
rael who came in to the king for judg-
ment. And Absalom stole the heart of the
men of Israel.

7 1And at the end of forty years, it hap-
pened, Absalom said to theking, Pleaselet
me go and | shall pay my vow that | have
vowed to Jehovah, in Hebron.

8 For your servant has vowed a vow
when | lived in Geshur in Syria, saying,
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If bringing Jehovah shall bring me back
to Jerusalem, then | shall serve Jehovah.

9 And the king said to him, Go in peace.
And he rose up and went to Hebron.

10 And Absalom sent spies among all the
tribes of Isragl, saying, When you hear the
sound of the rams' horn, then you shall
say, Absalom is king in Hebron.

11 And two hundred men went out of
Jerusalem with Absalom, chosen ones. And
they went out in their smplicity and did
not know anything.

12 And Absalom sent Ahithophel the
Gilonite, a counselor of David, out of his
city, out of Giloh, as he offered the sacri-
fices. And the conspiracy was strong. And
the people were going on and increasing
with Absalom.

13 TAnd amessenger cameto David, say-
ing, The hearts of the men of Israel have
gone after Absalom.

14 And David said to al his servantswho
were with him in Jerusalem, Rise up, and
we will flee; for there is no escape from
the face of Absalom. Hurry to leave, lest
he overtake us and bring evil down on us,
and strike the city with the mouth of the
sword.

15 Andtheking’ sservants said to theking,
According to all that my lord the king
chooses, behold, your servants will do.

16 And the king went out, and all his
household at hisfeet. And the king left ten
women, concubines, to keep the house.

17 And the king went out, and all the
people at his feet. And they stood till at
the house farthest away.

18 And all his servants were passing on
by hisside, and all the Cherethites, and all
the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hun-
dred men who came at his feet from Gath.
These were passing on before the king.

19 And the king said to Ittai the Gittite,
Why do you go, even you, with us? Turn
back and remain with the king, for you are
aforeigner, and also you are an exile. Go
to your place.

20 You came in yesterday and today.
Should | make you roam with us, to go
while | go, where | go? Turn back, and
turn back your brothers to go with you in
kindness and truth.

21 And Ittai answered totheking and said,
As Jehovah lives, and my lord theking lives,
surely in the place where my lord the king
is, there your servant shall be, whether for
death or for life.

22 And David said to Ittai, Go on and pass
over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and
all hismen, and all thelittle oneswho were
with him.

23 And al the land was weeping with a
loud voice. And all the people were pass-
ing over. And the king was passing over
through the torrent Kidron, and all the
people passed over, toward the way of the
wilderness.

24 9 And, behold, Zadok aso came, and al
the Levites with him, bearing the ark of the
covenant of God. And they set the ark of
God down. And Abiathar went up until all
the peopl efinished passing on out of thecity.

25 And the king said to Zadok, Take the
ark of God back to the city. If | find grace
in the eyes of Jehovah, then He will bring
me back and make me seeit and His dwell-
ing place.

26 Andif Hesaysthis, | havenot delighted
in you, behold, I am here. He shall do to
me as seems good in His eyes.

27 And the king said to Zadok the priest,
Areyou aseer? Return to the city in peace,
and your two sons with you, your son
Ahimaaz, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar.

28 Behold, | will wait in the plain of the
wilderness until word comes from you to
report to me.

29 And Zadok and Abiathar took the ark
of God back to Jerusalem. And they re-
mained there.

30 And David was going up in the Ascent
of the Olives, going up and weeping. And
his head was covered, and he was going
barefooted. And all the people who were
with him each man had covered his head,
and had gone up, going up and weeping.

31 Y And one told David, saying,
Ahithophel isamong the conspiratorswith
Absalom. And David said, O Jehovah, |
pray, makethe counsel of Ahithophel fool-
ish.

32 And it happened as David had cometo
the top, there where he bowed himself to
God. And, behold, Hushai the Architecame
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to meet him, his tunic torn, and earth on
his head.

33 And David said to him, If you pass on
with me, then you shall be aburden to me.

34 But if you return to the city, and shall
say to Absalom, | also will be your ser-
vant, O king; | was servant of your father
before now; and now | am also your ser-
vant. Then you can break down the coun-
sel of Ahithophel for me.

35 And are not there with you Zadok and
Abiathar, the priests? And it shal be, you
shall declare everything that you hear from
the house of the king; you shall report to
Zadok and to Abiathar, the priests.

36 Behold, there are with them their two
sons, Ahimaaz to Zadok, and Jonathan to
Abiathar. And you shall sendto meby their
hand anything that you hear.

37 And David' sfriend Hushai cameintothe
city. And Absalom cameinto Jerusalem.

2 Samuel 16

1 Ziba lies to steal his master’s inheritance.
5 Shimei cursesDavid. 9 David abstainsagainst
revenge. 15 Hushai insinuates himself into
Absalom’ sfavor. 20 Ahithophel’ sadvice.

1 9 And David had passed on alittle from
the top. And behold, Ziba, the servant of
Mephibosheth, came to meet him with a
team of saddled asses, and on them two
hundred loaves and a hundred bunches of
raisins, and ahundred of summer fruit, and
askin of wine.

2 Andtheking saidto Ziba, What arethese
to you? And Ziba said, The asses are for
the king's household to ride on, and the
bread and the summer fruit for the young
men to eat; and the winefor the wearied to
drink in the wilderness.

3 And the king said, And where is the
son of your lord? And Ziba said to the
king, Behold, heisstaying in Jerusalem,
for he said, Today the house of Israel
will turn back to me the kingdom of my
father.

4 And the king said to Ziba, Behold, to
youisall that isMephibosheth’s. And Ziba
said, | bow myself; may | find favor in
your eyes, my lord, O king.

5 9 And King David came to Bahurim.
And, behold, a man was coming out from

there, of the family of the house of Saul;
and his name was Shimei, the son of Gera.
He came out, and he came cursing.

6 And he stoned David with stonesand all
the servants of King David, and al the
people, and all the mighty men on hisright
and on his left.

7 And Shimei said thisin his cursing, Go
out! Go out, man of blood, man of worth-
lessness!

8 Jehovah has turned back on you al the
blood of the house of Saul, of whom instead
of him you have reigned. And Jehovah shall
give the kingdom into the hand of your son
Absalom. And, behold, you aretakeninyour
mischief, for you are a man of blood.

9 And Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to
the king, Why does this dead dog curse
my lord the king? Please let me pass over,
and | will take off his head.

10 And the king said, What have | to do
with you, sons of Zeruiah? For let him
curse, even because Jehovah has said to
him, Curse David. And who shall say, Why
have you done so0?

11 And David said to Abishai, and to al
his servants, Behold, my son who came
out of my loins is seeking my life, and
surely now also the Benjamite. Leave him
alone, and let him curse, for Jehovah has
spoken to him.

12 It may be Jehovah will look on my
affliction, and Jehovah will return good to
me for his cursing this day.

13 And David went with his men in the
way, and Shimei was going along at the
sideof the hill acrossfrom him. Ashewent,
he cursed, and stoned with stones across
from him, and dusted with dust.

14 And the king came in wearied, and all
the people who were with him; and hewas
refreshed there.

15 T And Absalom and all the people, the
men of Israel, had come into Jerusalem,
and Ahithophel with him.

16 And it happened, when Hushai the
Archite, David's friend, had come to
Absalom, Hushai said to Absalom, Let the
king live! Let the king live!

17 And Absalom said to Hushal, Is this
your kindnesswith your friend? Why have
you not gone with your friend?
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18 And Hushai said to Absalom, No, for
he whom Jehovah and this people have
chosen, even al the men of Isradl, his |
shall be, and | shall remain with him.

19 And a second time, Whom should |
serve? Should | not be before the face of
hisson. As| served before the face of your
father, so shall | be before your face.

20 And Absalom said to Ahithophel, Give
your counsel, what we shall do.

21 And Ahithophel said to Absalom, Go
into your father’ s concubines, those he left
to keep the house. And all Isragl shall hear
that you have become odious with your
father. And the hands of all who are with
you will be strong.

22 And they stretched out a tent for
Absalom on the roof. And Absalom went
into hisfather’ sconcubinesbeforethe eyes
of al lIsradl.

23 And the counsel of Ahithophel which
he counsel ed in those days was as onewho
had inquired at the Word of God. So was
all the counsel of Ahithophel, both to David
and to Absalom.

2 Samuel 17

1 Ahithophel’ sadviceisoverthrown by Hushai’s.
15 Secret intelligence sent to David.
23 Ahithophel hangshimself. 25 Amasaismade
commander.

19 And Ahithophel saidto Absalom, Please
let me choose twelve thousand men, and |
shall rise up and pursue David tonight.

2 And | shall come on him, and he shall be
weary and feeble handed. And | will make
him tremble, and the people with him shall
flee. And | shdll strike the king by himself.

3 And | shall turn all the people back to
you when all return, except the man whom
you are seeking. All the people shall bein

peace.

4 Andthethingwaspleasingin Absalom’s
eyes, and in the eyes of all the elders of
Isradl.

5And Absalom said, Pleasecall for Hushai
the Archite also. And we shall hear what is
in his mouth, also he.

6 And Hushai came in to Absalom. And
Absalom spoketo him, saying, Ahithophel
has spoken according to this word. Shall
we do this word? If not, you speak.

7 And Hushai said to Absalom, The coun-
sel Ahithophel counseledisnot good at this
time.

8 And Hushai said, Y ou have known your
father and his men, that they are mighty
men. And they arebitter of soul, likeabear
bereaved of cubs in the field. And your
father is a man of war, and shall not stay
the night with the people.

9 Behold, now he is hidden in one of the
pits, or in one of the places. And it shall
be, at the falling among them at the begin-
ning, that whoever hears even shall say,
There has been a slaughter among the
people who follow Absalom.

10 And also he, the son of strength, whose
heart is as the heart of the lion, shall ut-
terly melt. For all Israel knows that your
father isamighty man, and those with him
sons of strength.

11 So | counsel this: Gathering, let al Is-
rael be gathered to you, from Dan even to
Beer-sheba, as the sand that is by the sea
for multitude. And you in person shall go
into battle.

12 And we shal comein to him, in one of
the places, there where he shall be found.
And we shal fal on him asthe dew fallson
theground. And of al the menwho arewith
him, not even one shall be |€ft.

13 And if heis taken into a city, then al
Israel shall bear ropes to that city. And we
shall draw it into the torrent bed, until there
shall not be found even a pebble.

14 And Absalom and all the men of |Is-
rael said, Good is the counsel of Hushai
the Archite from the counsel of
Ahithophel. And Jehovah had ordained
to break down the good counsel of
Ahithophel, for the sake of bringing the
evil of Jehovah to Absalom.

15 9 And Hushai said to Zadok and to
Abiathar, the priests, Ahithophel has coun-
seled thisand thisto Absalom and the elders
of Israel. And | have counseled thisand this.

16 And now send quickly and tell David,
saying, Do not stay in the fords of the wil-
derness tonight. And, also, passing pass
over, that there not be a swallowing up of
the king and of all the people with him.

17 And Jonathan and A himaaz were stand-
ing at En-rogel, for they were not able to
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be seen going into the city. And a slave-
girl went and told them. And they went
and told it to King David.

18 And a youth saw them, and told
Absalom. And they went on, both of them
in haste, and came into the house of aman
in Bahurim. And to him was awell in his
court, and they went down there.

19 And the woman took and spread the
covering over the well, and spread
ground grain on it. And the thing was
not known.

20 And the servants of Absalom cameinto
the woman, to the house, and said, Where
are Ahimaaz and Jonathan? And thewoman
said to them, They passed over the river of
water. And they looked and did not find them.
And they returned to Jerusalem.

21 And it happened after they left, they
came up out of the well and went and told
King David. And they said to David, Rise
up and quickly pass over the waters, for
Ahithophel has counseled thisagainst you.

22 9 And David and all the people with
him rose up, and they passed over the Jor-
dan until the light of the morning, until
there was not one lacking who had not
crossed the Jordan.

23 And Ahithophel saw that his counsel
was not done. And he saddled the ass and
rose up and went to his house, to his city.
And he gave command to his household,
then hanged himself, and died. And hewas
buried in the grave of his father.

24 And David came to Mahanaim. And
Absalom crossed the Jordan, he and all the
men of Israel with him.

25 And Absalom had set Amasa over the
army instead of Joab. And Amasawas the
son of a man whose name was Ithra the
Israelite, who had gone in to Abigail, the
daughter of Nahash, the sister of Zeruiah,
the mother of Joab.

26 And Israel camped with Absalom in
the land of Gilead.

27 And it happened as David came into
Mahanaim, Shobi the son of Nahash, from
Rabbah of the sons of Ammon, and Machir
the son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar, and
Barzillai the Gileadite, from Rogelim,

28 brought beds, and basins, and earthen
vessels, and wheat, and barley, and flour,

and parched grain, and beans, and lentils,
and roasted grain,

29 and honey, and curds, and sheep, and
cheese from the herd, for David, and for
the people who were with him to eat. For
they said, The peoplearehungry and weary
and thirsty in the wilderness.

2 Samuel 18

1 David views the armies as they go out; asks
themto treat Absalomgently. 6 Thelsraelites
arekilled intheforest of Ephraim. 9 Absalom
iskilled by Joab. 19 Ahimaaz and Cushi bring
tidingsto David. 33 David mournsfor Absalom.

1 1 And David mustered the people who
were with him, and he set over them com-
manders of hundreds.

2 And David sent one third of the people
by the hand of Joab, and one third by the
hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’'s
brother, and one third by Ittai the Gittite.
And the king said to the people, Going out
I will go with you, | also.

3 Andthepeoplesaid, Youshall not goout,
for if wefleethey will not set their heart on
usevenif haf of usdie; for now you arelike
ten thousand to us. And now it is good that
you be for us from the city to help.

4 And the king said to them, | will do that
which is good in your eyes. And the king
stood at the side of thegate, and al the people
went out by hundreds and by thousands.

5 And the king commanded Joab, and
Abishai, and Ittai, saying, For my sakedeal
gently with the young man, with Absalom.
And al the people heard as the king com-
manded the commanders concerning
Absalom.

6 And the people went into the field to
meet Israel. And the battle was in the for-
est of Ephraim.

7 And the people of Israel were stricken
before David's servants. And there was a
great destruction on that day of twenty
thousand.

8 And it happened, there the battle was
scattered over the face of all the land,
and the forest devoured among the people
more than the sword had devoured in that
day.

9 Y And Absalom happened to come be-
fore David's servants. And Absalom was
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Absalom killed ashe hangsin atree

riding on a mule, and the mule came in
under the thick branches of a great oak.
And his head was firmly held in the oak,
and he was lifted up between the heaven
and the earth; and the mule that was under
him passed on.

10 And one man saw it and told Joab, and
said, Behold! | saw Absalom hanging in
the oak;

11 and Joab said to the man who told him,
And behold, you have seen. And why did
you not strike him to the earth there and call
onmetogiveyoutensilverlingsand agirdie?

12 And the man said to Joab, Y es, though
| weighed a thousand silverlings in my
hand, | would not put forth my hand to the
king's son. For in our ears the king com-
manded you, and Abishai, and Ittai say-
ing, Take heed, you who go against the
youth, against Absalom.

13 Or | would have dealt falsely against
my soul. For not any matter is hidden from
theking, and you, you yourself would have
set against me.

14 And Joab said, | will not wait this
way before you. And he took three darts
in his hand and struck them into
Absalom’s heart while he was alive, in
the midst of the oak.

15 And they went around, ten young men
bearing Joab’s weapons, and struck
Absalom, and caused him to die.

16 And Joab blew therams’ horn, and the
people returned from pursuing Israel, for
Joab had held the people back.

17 And they took Absalom and threw him
into a great pit in the forest, and set up a
very great heap of stones over him. And
all Isradl fled, each man to his tent.

18 And during his lifetime Absalom had
taken and set up for himself a standing-
pillar, whichisintheKing'sValley. For he
said, | have no son to cause my nameto be
remembered. And he called the standing
pillar by hisnameanditiscalled Absalom'’s
Monument to this day.

19 9 And Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said,
Please let me run, and | will bear newsto
theking. For Jehovah hasjudged him from
the hand of his enemies.

20 And Joab said to him, Y ou arenot aman
of news this day; but you shall bear news

ancther day. And today you shall not bear
news, because the king' s son has died.

21 And Joab said to Cushi, Go, tell the
king that which you have seen. And Cushi
bowed to Joab, and ran.

22 And Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said
yet again to Joab, Yet whatever may be,
please let me run after the Cushite, | aso.
And Joab said, Why is this that you are
running, my son? Also for you there is no
news found.

23 And he said, Y et whatever it may be,
let me run. And he said to him, Run. And
Ahimaaz ran the way of the circuit and
passed by the Cushite.

24 And David was sitting between the two
gates. And the watchman went to the roof of
the gate and lifted up his eyes and saw; and,
behold, a man running by himself!

25 And the watchman called and told the
king. And the king said, If he is by him-
salf, tidingsarein hismouth. And he came,
coming on, and drawing near.

26 And the watchman saw another man
running. And the watchman called to the
gatekeeper and said, Behold, a man run-
ning by himself! And the king said, Also
this oneis bearing news.

27 And the watchman said, | see the run-
ning of the first as the running of Ahimaaz
the son of Zadok. And the king said, Thisis
agood man and he comes with good news.

28 And Ahimaaz called and said to the
king, Peace! And he bowed on his face to
the earth to the king and said, Blessed be
Jehovah your God who has shut up the men
who lifted up their hand against my lord
the king.

29 And the king said, Peace to the young
man, to Absalom? And Ahimaaz said, | saw
the great tumult, at the sending away of
the servant of the king, even your servant
sent by Joab, but | do not know what.

30 And the king said, Turn aside, stand
here. And he turned aside and stood.

31 And, behold, the Cushitehad come. And
the Cushite said, Newsisborne, my lord, O
king! For Jehovah hasjudged you today out
of the hand of those rising up against you.

32 And theking said to the Cushite, Peace
to the young man, to Absalom? And the
Cushitesaid, L et them be astheyoung man,
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the enemies of my lord the king, and all
who have risen up against you for evil.

33 And the king trembled. And he went
up to the upper room of the gate and wept.
And he said this as he went, My son! My
son Absalom! My son Absalom! Oh that |
had died instead of you, my son Absalom,
my son!

2 Samuel 19

1 Joab causestheking to cease hisweeping. 9 The
Israelites are earnest to bring the king back.
24 Mephibosheth excused and given back half
of hislands.

1 9 And it was announced to Joab, Be-
hold, the king is weeping and mourning
over Absalom.

2 And the deliverance on that day became
mourning to all the people, for the people
had heard on that day, saying, Theking is
grieving for his son.

3 And the people stole away on that day
to gointo the city, asthe people steal away
who are ashamed as they flee in battle.

4 And the king had covered hisface. Y ea,
the king cried with a loud voice, My son
Absalom! Absalom my son, my son!

5 And Joab cameinto theking tothehhouse,
and said, You have put to shame today the
faces of all your servants, those delivering
your life today, and the life of your sons,
and of your daughters, and the life of your
wives, and the life of your concubines,

6 by loving those who hate you, and by
hating those who love you, for you have
declared today that there are no leaders
and servants to you. For | know today
that if Absalom were alive and all of us
had died today, that it would be right in
your eyes.

7 And now rise up; go out and speak to
the heart of your servants. For | have sworn
by Jehovah that if you do not go out, not a
man shall remain with you tonight. And
this would be worse for you than all the
evil that has come on you from your youth
until now.

8 And the king rose up and sat in the gate.
And they told it to all the people, saying,
Behold, the king is gitting in the gate. And
all the people came in before the king. And
Israel had fled, each man to his tents.

9 1 And it happened, all the people were
quarreling through all the tribes of Israel,
saying, The king delivered us out of the
hand of our enemies. Yea, he himself de-
livered us out of the hand of the Philis-
tines. And now he has fled out of the land
because of Absalom.

10 And Absalom whom we anointed over
usisdead in battle. And now why are you
silent as to bringing back the king?

11 And King David sent to Zadok and
Abiathar the priests, saying, Speak to the
elders of Judah, saying, Why are you the
last to bring back the king to his house?
For the word of al Isragl had come to the
king, to his house.

12 Y ou are my brother; you are my bone
and my flesh. And why are you the last to
bring back the king?

13 And say to Amasa, Are you not my
bone and my flesh? So shall God do to
me, and more so He shall do, if you are
not commander of the army before me all
the days, instead of Joab.

14 And heinclined the heart of al the men
of Judah as one man, and they sent to the
king, Return, you and al your servants.

15 And the king returned and came in to
the Jordan. And Judah had cometo Gilgal,
to go to meet the king, to bring the king
over the Jordan.

16 9 And Shimei, the son of Gera, the
Benjamite, who was from Bahurim, has-
tened and came down with the men of
Judah to meet King David.

17 And a thousand men were with him
from Benjamin; also Ziba, the servant
of the house of Saul, and hisfifteen sons
and his twenty servants with him. And
they had rushed over the Jordan before
the king.

18 And they had crossed over the ford to
carry over theking's household, and to do
the good in his eyes. And Shimei the son
of Gera had fallen before the face of the
king as he crossed over the Jordan.

19 And he said to the king, Do not let my
lord charge iniquity to me, nor shall you
remember that which your servant per-
versely did in the day that my lord theking
went out from Jerusalem, for the king to
lay it to his heart.
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Mephibosheth explains his absence

20 For your servant knows that | have
sinned; and behold, | come today, the first
of the house of Joseph, to go down to meet
my lord the king.

21 And Abishai the son of Zeruiah an-
swered and said, Shall not Shimei die
for this, because he cursed the anointed
of Jehovah?

22 And David said, What isto me and to
you, sons of Zeruiah, that you are as an
adversary to me today? Shall any man die
today in Israel? For do | not know that
today | am king over Israel?

23 And theking said to Shimei, Y ou shall
not die. And the king swore to him.

24 1 And M ephibosheth the son of Saul
had come down to meet the king. And
he had not dressed his feet, nor had
shaved his upper lip. Yea, he had not
washed his garment, even from the day
that he went away till the day that he
came in peace.

25 And it happened when he had cometo
Jerusalem to meet the king, the king said
to him, Why did you not go with me,
Mephibosheth?

26 And he said, My lord, O king, my servant
deceived me. For your servantsaid, | will saddle
theassfor mysdf andrideonit and gowith the
king, for your servant islame.

27 And he spoke slander against your ser-
vant to my lord the king. And my lord the
king is as a messenger of God; yet you do
that which is good in your eyes.

28 For al the house of my father would
be nothing except men of death before my
lord the king, and you have set your ser-
vant among those eating at your table. And
what right is there to me any more, even
to cry any more to the king?

29 And the king said to him, Why do you
speak any more of your matters? | have
said, You and Ziba divide the land.

30 And Mephibosheth said to the king,
Yes, let himtakeall, sincemy lord theking
has come in peace to his house.

31 TAnd Barzillai the Gileadite had gone
down from Rogelim and had crossed over
the Jordan with the king, to send him away
over the Jordan.

32 And Barzillai was very old, a son of
eighty years, and he had sustained the king

as he abode in Mahanaim, for he was a
very great man.

33 Andtheking said to Barzillai, Y ou pass
over with me and | will sustain you with
me in Jerusalem.

34 And Barzillai said to the king, How
many are the days of the years of my life,
that | should go up with the king to Jerusa-
lem?

35 | am a son of eighty years today.
Can | distinguish between good and evil?
Can your servant taste that which | am
eating, and that which | drink? Can | any
more listen to the voice of singing men
and singing women? And why should
your servant be any more as a burden to
my lord the king?

36 Just a little way your servant shall
cross over the Jordan with the king. And
why should the king repay me with this
reward?

37 Please let your servant return, and |
shall diein my own city, near the grave of
my father and my mother. And, behold
your servant Chimham! Let him cross over
with my lord the king, and you do to him
the good in your eyes.

38 And the king said, Chimham shall go
over with me, and | shall do to him that
which is good in your eyes. Yea, al that
you shall choose of me | will do for you.

39 And all the people crossed over the Jor-
dan, and the king crossed over. And the
king gave a kiss to Barzillai and blessed
him. And he returned to his place.

40 1 And the king crossed over to Gilgal.
And Chimham crossed over with him, and
all the people of Judah. And they brought
the king over, and also half of the people
of lsrael.

41 And, behold, al the men of Israel were
comingtotheking. Andthey saidtotheking,
Why have they, our brothers, the men of
Judah, stolen you away? For they brought
the king and his household over the Jordan,
and all the men of David with him.

42 And, behold, all the men of Judah an-
swered against the men of |srael, Because
theking is near to us. And why is this that
you are angry about this matter? Have we
at al eaten fromtheking, or hashegivena
gift to us?
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43 And the men of Israel answered the
men of Judah and said, We have ten hands
in the king, and we also have more in
David than you. Why then did you despise
us, that our word was not first to bring
back our king? And the word of the men
of Judah was more fierce than the word of
the men of Isragl.

2 Samud 20

1 Shebacausesarebellioninlsrael. 10 Amasais
murdered by Joab. 14 Joab pursues Sheba to
Abel. 16 Awisewoman savesthe city by throw-
ing down Sheba’ s head.

1 9 And a man of worthlessness met them
there, and his name was Sheba, the son of
Bichri, aman of Benjamin. And he blew the
rams horn and said, We have no part in
David, and we have no inheritance in the
s0n of Jesse; each man to histents, O Isradl.

2 And every man of Isradl went up from fol-
lowing David, going after Sheba the son of
Bichri. But the men of Judah stayed close to
their king, from the Jordan even to Jerusdlem.

3 And David cameinto hishouse at Jerusa
lem. And the king took the ten women, the
concubines whom he had left to guard the
house, and fed them. But he did not go in
to them, and they were shut up to the day
of their death in widowhood.

4 9 And the king said to Amasa, Call for
me the men of Judah within three days;
and you stand here.

5 And Amasawent to call Judah, but de-
layed beyond the set time which he had
set for him.

6 And David said to Abishai, Now Sheba
the son of Bichri will do more evil to us
than Absalom. Y ou takethe servants of your
lord and pursue him, that he not find forti-
fied cities for himself, and deliver himself
fromour eye.

7 And the men of Joab went out after him,
and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and
all the mighty men. And they went out from
Jerusalem to pursue Shebathe son of Bichri.

8 They were near the great stone in
Gibeon, and Amasa had gone before them.
And Joab was girded with his war coat as
his clothing; and over it was a belt with a
sword fastened on his loins in its sheath.
And as he went out, it fell out.

9 And Joab said to Amasa, Is it well with
you, my brother? And Joab’ sright hand took
hold of Amasa sbeard to give akissto him.

10 And Amasa was not on guard against
the sword in Joab’s hand. And he struck
him with it in the fifth rib, and poured out
hisbowelsto the ground, and did not strike
him again. And he died. And Joab and his
brother Abishai pursued Sheba the son of
Bichri.

11 And a man stood beside him, of the
young men of Joab; and he said, Whoever
delightsin Joab, and whoever isfor David
follow after Joab!

12 And Amasawas wallowing in blood in
themiddleof thehhighway. And the man saw
that all the people stood till. And he turned
away Amasa from the highway to thefield,
and threw agarment over him, when he saw
that all who came beside him stood still.

13 When he was taken from the highway,
every man passed on after Joab to pursue
Sheba the son of Bichri.

14 9 And he went through all the tribes of
Israel to Abel, and to Beth-maachah, and
to all the Berites. And they were gathered,
and went after him also.

15 And they went in and lay siege against
him in Abel-beth-maachah, and mounded
up a siege-mound against the city. And it
stood against the outermost wall, and all
the people with Joab were undermining,
to cause the wall to fall.

16 And a wise woman called out of the
city, Hear! Hear! Please say to Joab, Come
near here and | will speak to you.

17 And hecame near to her. And thewoman
said, Areyou Joab? And he said, | am. And
she said to him, Hear the words of your
handmaid. And he said, | am listening.

18 And she spoke, saying, They spoke of-
ten formerly saying, Asking they will ask at
Abd, and so they ended all dispute.

19 | am of the peaceful, faithful ones of
Israel. You are seeking to cause to die a
city, and amother in Isragl. Why will you
swallow up the inheritance of Jehovah?

20 And Joab answered and said, Far beit!
Far beit from methat | should swallow up
or destroy.

21 The caseis not such. For aman of the
hills of Ephraim, Shebathe son of Bichri is
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his name, has|ifted up his hand against the
king, against David. Give him up by him-
self and | will go away from the city. And
the woman said to Joab, Behold, his head
will be thrown over the wall to you.

22 And the woman cameto all the people
in her wisdom. And they cut off the head
of Sheba the son of Bichri and threw it to
Joab. And heblew therams' horn, and they
were dispersed from the city, each man to
histents. And Joab went back to Jerusalem
to the king.

23 1 And Joab was over all the army of
Israel, and Benai ah the son of Jehoiadaover
the Cherethites and over the Pelethites.

24 And Adoram was over the forced la-
bor, and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud re-
corded to make remembrance.

25 And Sheva was the scribe, and Zadok
and Abiathar the priests.

26 And also Irathe Jairite was a priest to
David.

2 Samudl 21

1 The three years of famine for the Gibeonites
ceases by hanging seven of Saul’s sons.
10 Rizpah's kindness to the dead. 12 David
buries the bones of Saul and Jonathan in his
father’ sgrave.

1 Y And there was afaminein the days of
David, three years, year after year. And
David sought the face of Jehovah. And Je-
hovah said, Itisfor Saul and for hisbloody
house, because he caused the Gibeonitesto
die.

2 And the king called for the Gibeonites
and said to them (asto the Gibeonites, they
were not of the sons of Isragl, but of the
remnant of the Amorites, and the sons of
Israel had sworn to them and Saul sought
to strike them in his zea for the sons of
Israel and Judah.)

3And David saidtothe Gibeonites, What shall
| do for you? And with what shdl | atone, and
you blesstheinheritance of Jehovah?

4 And the Gibeonites said to him, Wewiill
have neither silver nor gold by Saul and
by hishouse. Also, wewill havenomanin
Israel die. And he said, What you say, |
will do for you.

5 And they said to the king, The man
who destroyed us and thought to waste

us from standing in al the border of Is-
rael was Saul.

6 Let be given to us seven men of his sons
to us. And we will expose them to Jehovah
in Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of Jehovah.
And theking said, | will deliver them.

7 But the king spared Jonathan’s son
Mephibosheth the son of Saul because of the
oath of Jehovah that was between them, be-
tween David and Jonathan, the son of Saul.

8 And the king took thetwo sons of Rizpah
the daughter of Aiah, whom she bore to
Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth. And he
took the five sons of Michal the daughter
of Saul, whom she bore to Adriel the son
of Barzillai the Meholathite.

9 And he gave them into the hands of the
Gibeonites. And they hanged them in the
mountain before Jehovah. And the seven
fell together. And they were caused to die
in the days of harvest, in the first days, in
the beginning of barley harvest.

10 T And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took
sackcloth and stretched it out for herself
on the rock, from the beginning of harvest
until water poured on them out of the heav-
ens. And she did not alow a bird of the
heavensto rest on them by day nor the beast
of the field by night.

11 And that which Rizpah the daughter of
Aiah, Saul’ s concubine, had done wastold
to David.

12 And David went and took the bones
of Saul, and the bones of his son
Jonathan from the rulers of Jabesh-
gilead, who had stolen them from the
plaza of Beth-shan, there where the Phi-
listines hanged them in the day the Phi-
listines struck Saul in Gilboa.

13 And he brought up the bones of Saul
and the bones of his son Jonathan from
there, and they gathered up the bones of
those hanged.

14 And they buried the bones of Saul and
of his son Jonathan in the land of Benjamin,
in Zelah, inthe grave of hisfather Kish, and
did dl that the king had commanded. And
afterward God heard prayer for the land.

15 And there was war again for the Phi-
listineswith Israel. And David went down,
and his servantswith him. And they fought
withthe Philistines. And David wasweary.
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16 And Ishbibenob, who was of the sons
of Raphathe giant, the weight of his spear
being three hundred bronze shekels in
weight, and was girded with a new sword;
and he said to strike David.

17 And Abishai the son of Zeruiah helped
him, and struck the Philistine, and caused
him to die. Then the men of David swore
to him, saying, Y ou shall not again go out
with us to battle, that you not cause to go
out the lamp of Isragl.

18 And it happened after thisthat the battle
was again in Gob of the Philistines. Then
Sibbechai the Hushathite struck Saph, who
was among the sons of Rapha.

19 And again the battle was in Gob with
the Philistines, and Elhanan the son of
Jaare-oregim the Bethlehemite struck
Goliath the Gittite, and the wood of his
spear was like aweaver’s beam.

20 And it happened again that the battle
was in Gath, and it happened there was a
man of stature, and thefingers of hishands
weresix, and thetoesof hisfeet six, twenty-
four in number; and he also had been born
to Rapha.

21 And he taunted Israel; and Jonathan,
the son of David’ sbrother Shimeah, struck
him.

22 These four were born to Rapha the gi-
ant in Gath. And they fell by the hand of
David, by the hand of his servants.

2 Samuel 22

A psalm of thanksgiving for Jehovah’s powerful
deliverance and manifold blessings.

19 And David spoke to Jehovah thewords
of this song in the day Jehovah delivered
him out of the hand of all his enemies, and
out of the hand of Saul.

2 T And he said: Jehovah is my rock and
my fortress, and my Deliverer.

3 My Godismy rock; | shall takerefugein
Him; my shield, and the horn of my sava
tion, my high tower, and my refuge! My
Savior, Y ou save me from violence.

41 call on Jehovah, the Oneto be praised;
and | am saved from my enemies.

5 When the waves of death surround me,
the torrents of wickedness terrify me,

6 the cords of Sheol are all around me,
the snares of death confronted me;

7inmy distress| called on Jehovah, and |
called to my God; and He heard my voice
from His temple, and my cry was in His
ears.

8 And the earth shook and quaked, the
foundations of the heavens were quaking
and were shaken; for there was anger to
Him.

9 Smoke rose up in His nostrils, and fire
devoured out of His mouth; coals were
kindled by it.

10 And He bowed the heavens and came
down, and thick darknesswas under Hisfet.

11 And He rode on a cherub, and did fly,
and was seen on the wings of the wind.

12 And He made darkness pavilions all
around Him, the gathering of waters, thick
clouds of the skies.

13 From the brightness before Him were
brands of fire kindled!

14 Jehovah thundered from the heav-
ens, and the Most High gave forth His
voice,

15 and He sent forth arrows and scattered
them; lightning, and confused them;

16 and the channels of the sea were seen;
the world’s foundations were seen by the
rebuke of Jehovah, from the blast of the
breath of His nostrils.

17 He sent from above; He took me; He
drew me out of many waters.

18 He delivered me from my strong en-
emy, from those who hated me; for they
were stronger than I.

19 They confronted me in the day of
my calamity, and Jehovah was a support
to me;

20 and He brought me out to a broad
place; He delivered me, for He delighted
in me.

21 Jehovah rewarded me according to my
righteousness; according to the cleanness
of my hands, He has repaid me.

22 For | have kept the ways of Jehovah,
and havenot acted wickedly against my God.

23 For al Hisjudgments were before me.
And | do not turn away from His statutes.

24 And | was blameless before Him, and
| kept myself from my iniquity.

25 And Jehovah gave back to me accord-
ing to my righteousness, according to my
cleannessin His eyes.
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26 Withthekind Y ou show Y ourself kind.
With the blameless man, Y ou show Y our-
self perfect.

27 Withthepure, Y ouwill show Y ourself
pure, and with the perverted one Y ou will
appear perverse.

28 And Y ou shall savethe afflicted people,
and Y our eyes areon the exalted one, whom
Y ou bring low.

29 For Y ou are my lamp, O Jehovah; and
Jehovah shall enlighten my darkness.

30 For by You I run through atroop; by
my God | leap over awall.

31 As for God, His way is perfect; the
Word of Jehovah istested; Heisashield
to all those who seek refuge in Him.

32 For who is God except Jehovah? And
who is arock except our God?

33 God is my strong fortress; and He sets
the blameless freein hisway,

34 making my feet like hinds' feet, even
causing me to stand on my high places;

35 teaching my hands for battle, so that
my hands may bend a bow of bronze.

36 And You have given to me the shield
of Your salvation; and Y ou afflicted meto
make me great.

37 You enlarged my steps under me, and
my ankles have not dlipped.

38 | pursued my enemies and destroyed
them; and | did not turn back until they
were consumed.

39 And | consumed them, and struck them,
and they did not rise; but fell under my feet.

40 Yea, You girded me with might for
battle; Y ou caused those rising against me
to bow under me.

41 And Y ou gave to me the necks of my
enemies; those hating me | silenced.

42 They looked, and therewas honeto save;
to Jehovah, and He did not answer them.

43 And | pulverized them as the dust of
the earth; | crushed them asthe mire of the
streets; | stamped them.

44 And You ddivered me from the grife of
my people; Y ou kept me asthe head of the na-
tions, apeople | have not known serve me.

45 The sons of drangers feign obedience to
me; a the hearing of the ear they ligen to me.

46 The sons of strangersfade away, and shall
come trembling out of their srongholds.

47 Jehovah lives! And blessedisthe Rock,

and exalted be the God of the Rock of my
salvation;

48 the God who is giving vengeance for
me, and brings down peoples under me,

49 and brings me forth from my en-
emies; yea, Y ou raise me up above those
rising up against me; Y ou deliver mefrom
the violent man.

50 On account of this| will confess 'Y ou,
Jehovah, among nations; and | will sing
praiseto Y our name.

51 A tower of salvation isHeto Hisking;
even doing mercy to Hisanointed, to David
and to his seed, until forever!

2 Samuel 23

1 David, in hislast words, professes his faith in
Jehovah's promises. 8 David’s mighty men.

1 9 And these arethelast words of David,
a saying of David the son of Jesse, and a
statement of the man raised on high, the
anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet
singer of Isragl:

2 The Spirit of Jehovah has spoken by
me, and His Word is on my tongue.

3 The God of Isradl said, the Rock of |sragl
spoke to me: One ruling over a righteous
man, who rulesin the fear of God,

4 isasthelight of the morning, asthe sun
shines; amorning without clouds; through
shining after rain the tender grass sprouts
from the earth.

5 For is not my house so with God? For
He has made an everlasting covenant with
me, ordered in al things, and sure; for all
my salvation, and all my desire, will He
not make it grow?

6 Asto the ungodly, all of them shall be
as athorn driven away; for they cannot be
taken by the hand;

7 but the man who shall touch them must
be armed with iron and the shaft of aspear;
they shall be utterly burned with fire in
their place.

8 1 These are the names of the mighty
who were called to David: hewho sat in
the seat of the Tachmonite, chief of the
captains; hewas called Adino the Eznite,
because of the eight hundred he
wounded at one time.

9 And after him was Eleazar the son of
Dodo, the son of the Ahohi; He was of the
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2 Samuel 23

three mighty men with David when they
taunted the Philistines, when they were
gathered there to battle; and the men of
Israel went up;

10 he rose up and struck the Philistines
until hishand wasweary, and hishand clung
to the sword. And Jehovah worked a great
salvation on that day, and the people went
back after him only to plunder.

11 And after him was Shammah the son
of Agee the Hararite. And the Philistines
had gathered into acompany, and therewas
a plot of the field full of lentils, and the
people had fled before the Philistines.

12 And he st himsdlf inthe midst of the plat,
and saved it, and struck the Philistines. And
Jehovah worked out agreat sdvetion.

13 And three of the thirty head men went
down and came to the harvest, to David,
to the cave of Adullam. And the company
of the Philistines was camping in the Val-
ley of the Giants.

14 And David was then in a stronghold,
and the garrison of the Philistineswasthen
in Bethlehem.

15 And Davidlonged, and said, Who shall
give me drink, water from the well of
Bethlehem which is by the gate?

16 And the three mighty ones broke
through the camp of the Philistines, and
drew water out of the well of Bethlehem
beside the gate, and took it up, and brought
it to David. But hewas not willing to drink
it, and poured it out to Jehovah;

17 and he said, Far be it from me, O Je-
hovah, to do this; isit not the blood of the
men who went with their lives? And he
wasnot willing to drink it. Thethree mighty
ones did these things.

18 And Abishai the son of Zeruiah, the
brother of Joab, wasthe head of three. And
he raised up his spear against three hun-
dred, and wounded them. And to him was
a name among the three.

19 With honor he was honored more than
the three. And he was the commander to
them, but he did not cometo thefirst three.

20 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiadafrom
Kabzeel, a son of a mighty man, great in
deeds; hestruck two lionlikemen of Moab.
And he went down and struck alionin the
middle of a pit in aday of snow.

21 And he struck an Egyptian, a man of
form; and aspear wasinthe Egyptian’ shand;
and he went down to him with a staff and
toreaway thespear fromthe Egyptian’ shand,
and killed him with his own spear.

22 Benaahtheson of Jehoiadadid thesethings,
and had a name among three mighty ones.

23 He was more honored than the thirty,
but he did not come to the first three. And
David set him over his guard.

24 Asahel the brother of Joab was of the
thirty; Elhanan the son of Dodo of
Bethlehem;

25 Shammah of Harodite; Elikaof Harod;

26 Helez the Paltite; Irathe son of | kkesh,
of Tekoa;

27 Abiezer of Anathoth; Mebunnai of
Hushath;

28 Zalmon of Ahoah; Maharai of
Netophath;

29 Heleb the son of Baanah, of Netophath;
Ittai the son of Ribai out of Gibeah, of the
sons of Benjamin;

30 Benaiah of Pirathon; Hiddai of the tor-
rent of Gaash;

31 Abialbon of Beth-arabah; Azmaveth of
Barhum;

32 Eliahba of Shaabim, of the sons of
Jashen, Jonathan;

33 Shammah of Harar Ahiam the son of
Sharar, of Harar;

34 Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son
of Maachah; Eliam the son of Ahithophel,
of Gilon;

35 Hezrai of Carmel; Paarai of Arab;

36 Igal the son of Nathan of Zobah; Bani
of Gad;

37 Zelek of Ammon; Naharai of Beeroth,
armor-bearer to Joab the son of Zeruiah;

38 Ira the Ithrite; Gareb, an Ithrite;

39 Uriah the Hittite; thirty-seven in all.

2 Samued 24

1 David, tempted by Satan, forces Joab to number
the people. 15 After the death of seventy thou-
sand, David by repentance preventsthe destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. 18 David, by Jehovah's di-
rection, purchases Araunah'’ s threshing-floor;
where having sacrificed, the plagueis stayed.
19 And again theanger of Jehovah burned

against Israel, and moved David against

them, to say, Go, number Israel and Judah.
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346 David orders census; Jehovah sends plague

2 And the king said to Joab, the com-
mander of the army that was with him, Go
about now to and fro through all the tribes
of lsrael, from Dan even to Beer-sheba,
and number the people, that | may know
the number of the people.

3 And Joab said to theking, Y ea, may Je-
hovah your God add to the people like
them, however many they may be, and like
them a hundred times. And may the eyes
of my lord the king see it. But why does
my lord the king delight in this thing?

4 But the word of the king prevailed
against Joab, and against the army com-
manders. And Joab and the army com-
manders went out from the presence of the
king to number the people of Israel.

5 And they crossed over the Jordan and
camped in Aroer, on the right of the city, in
themiddleof theValley of Gad, and to Jazer.

6 And they came into Gilead, and to the
land of Tahtim-hodshi (Lowest Moon).
And they came to Dan-jaan, and around to
Sidon.

7 And they cameinto thefortress of Tyre,
and all the cities of the Hivite, and of the
Canaanite. And they went out to the south
of Judah, to Beer-sheba.

8 And they had gone into al the land
through all the land, and came to Jerusa-
lem at the end of nine months and twenty
days.

9 And Joab gave the count from the mus-
tering of the peopleto theking. And Israel
mighty men drawing sword; and the men
of Judah five hundred thousand men.

10 1 And after he had numbered the
people, the heart of David struck him.
And David said to Jehovah, | have sinned
greatly in that which | have done. And
now, O Jehovah, | pray, take away the
iniquity of your servant, for | have acted
very foolishly.

11 And David rose up in the morning; and
the Word of Jehovah came to Gad the
prophet, the seer of David's, saying,

12 Go and you shall speak to David, So
says Jehovah, | am setting up three things
for you; you choose one of them and | will
do it for you.

13 And Gad came in to David and told
him, and said to him, Shall seven years of

famine come to you in your land? Or shall
you flee before your adversary three
months, and he pursuesyou? Or shall three
days plaguein your land? Now consider,
and seewhat | shall take back to Him who
sent word to me.

14 And David said, Because of thisit is
great distressing to me. Let usfall now into
the hand of Jehovah, for many are His
mercies; and do not let me fall into the
hand of man.

15 And Jehovah sent a plague on Israel
from the morning even to the time ap-
pointed. And from Dan evento Beer-sheba
seventy thousand of the people died.

16 And the angel put forth his hand to
Jerusalem, to destroy it. And Jehovah had
pity as to the evil, and said to the angel
who was destroying among the people,
Enough! Now drop your hand. And the
angel of Jehovah was near the threshing-
floor of Araunah the Jebusite.

17 And when he saw the angel who was
striking among the people, David spoke
to Jehovah and said, Behold, | have
sinned. Y ea, | have acted perversely. And
these, the flock, what have they done?
Now let your hand be on me, and on my
father’'s house.

18 9 And Gad came in to David on that
day and said to him, Go up, raise up an
altar to Jehovah in the threshing-floor of
Araunah the Jebusite.

19 And David went up according to Gad's
word, as Jehovah commanded.

20 And Araunah looked and saw the king
and his servants crossing over to him. And
Araunah went out and bowed himself to
the king, his nose to the earth.

21 And Araunah said, Why has my lord
the king come to his servant? And David
said, To buy the threshing-floor from you,
in order to build an atar to Jehovah; and
the plague will be stayed from the people.

22 And Araunah said to David, Let my
lord the king take and offer up that which
isgood in his eyes. Behold, the oxen for a
burnt offering, and the threshing instru-
ments, for the yokes of the oxen for wood.

23 O king, al these Araunah gives to the
king. And Araunah said to the king, May
Jehovah your God accept you.
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24 And the king said to Araunah, No, for | 25 And David built an altar there to Jeho-
buying I will buy from you for aprice, and | vah, and offered burnt offering and peace
| will not offer to Jehovah my God burnt | offerings. And Jehovah was entreated for
offerings for nothing. And David bought | the land; and the plague was stayed from
the threshing-floor and the oxen for fifty [ Israel.

shekels of silver.
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