The Book of
ECCLESIASTES

Ecclesiastes 1

1 The preacher shows that all human courses
vain: 9 they bring forth nothing new.

1 9 The words of the Preacher, the so

David, king in Jerusalem:

2 Vanity of vanities, says the Preach

vanity of vanities! Allis vanity!
3 Whatis the profit to a man in all h
labor which he labors under the sun?

4 1 A generation goes away, ambther|
generation comes; but the earth stands

ever.

14 | have seen all the works which are
done under the sun; and, beholdjsllan-
pity and strivingafter wind!
15 Whats crooked cannot be made straight,
haoidthat lacking cannot be numbered.

16 | spoke with my heart, saying, Behold,
érhave become great and have increased
wisdom over all that have been over Jerusa-
dem before me. Yea, my heart has seen
much wisdom and knowledge.

17 And | gave my heart to know wisdom,
famd to know madness, and folly. | know
that this also, its striving after wind.

5 The sun also arises, and the sun goB8 For in much wisdonis much grief;

even panting to its place; it arises th

again

6 The wind going toward the south, 8

turning around to the north; the wind
going round abouand round about; an
the wind returns on its circuits.

7 All the rivers are going to the sea;

peiad he who increases knowledge increases
pain.
nd .
is Ecclesiastes 2

01 The vanity of human courses in the works of
pleasure. 12 Though the wise be better than the
yetool, yet both have one event. 24 Nothing better

the seds not full. To the place where the than joy in our labor.

rivers are going, there theyre returning

to goagain

8 All wordsare wearisome; a man is n

able to speak it. The eye is not satisfie
see, and the ear is not filled from hear

9 1 That which has been,istthat which

shall be. And that which has been don
is that which will be done. And there is
newthing under the sun.

10 Is there a thingf which one migh
say, See this, it new? It has already be
for the ages which were before us.

11 There isno memory of formethings
yea, also ofhingswhich will be afterward
and not shall there be a memor
with those following.

12 1 1, the Preacher, was king over Is
in Jerusalem.

13 And | gave my heart to seek and
search out by wisdom concerning all wh
is done under the heavettss an evil task
God has given to the sons of men, tg
afflicted by it.
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1 9 I said in my heart, Come now, | will test
you with mirth. Therefore, consider with
ogoodness. And behold, this alswvanity.

] bl said of laughteit is mad, and of mirth,
nghat does it do?

3 | searched in my hednbwto draw out
by flesh with wine, and leading my heart in
nwisdom; and to lay hold on folly, until | might
see where the good for the sons of nigen

| that which they should do under the heavens
btihe number of days of their life.

4 1 made my works great; | built houses
for myself; | planted vineyards for myself;

5 | made gardens and parks for myself;
iahd | planted trees in them of every fruit;
6 | made pools of water for myself; to
aghter from them the forest shooting forth
trees;
t6 | bought male slaves and female slaves,
emd the sons of the house were mine. Also
livestock, a herd and a great flock were
ene, above all that were before me in
Jerusalem.
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All is vanity and striving after wind; no profit 641

Ecclesiastes 3

8 | also gathered to me silver and go¢Mith success, yet he shall give it to a man

and the treasure of kings and of provin
| made readymento sing andvomento
sing for myself; and the delights of the s
of men, a concubine, and concubines.

@fho has not labored with ifpr his share;
this alsois vanity and a great evil.

DrZ2 For what is there for man in all his
labor, and in striving of his heanthich

9 And | became great and increased mibeedid as alaborer under the sun?

than all who were before me in Jerusal
also my wisdom stood with me.

10 And all that my eyes asked, | did
withdraw from them. | withheld not m
heart from all joy; for my heart rejoicq
from all my labor; and this was my pc
tion from all my labor.

b3 For all his dayare pains, and his task
is grief; his heart does not even lie down
not the night. Even this algs vanity.

y24 Is it not good that he should eat and
pdrink and make his soul see good in his
tabor? This | also saw, thatitasfrom the
hand of God.

11 Then | faced on all my works that 25 For who can eat, or who can enjoy,

hands had done, and on the labor th
had labored to do. And, behold, sllivan-
ity and strivingafter wind, andthere isno
profit under the sun.

12 § And | turned to consider wisdo
and madness, and folly. For whedn a
mando who comes after the king, wh
they have already done it?

13 Then | saw that there is advantag
wisdom above folly, even as light has
vantage over darkness.

14 The wise man’s eyesein his head, by
the fool walks in darkness; and | also kn
that one event happens with all of them

15 And | said in my heart, As the event
the fool, eversoit will happen to me; an
why then was | more wise? And | said
my heart that this alse vanity.

16 For theras not a memory of the wis
ones more thamvith the fool forever, ir

aplart from Me?

26 ForGod gives wisdom, and knowl-
edge and joy to a man wiggood in His
sight. But to the sinner He gives the task
hof gathering and to heap up, to giventm
who isgood before God. This als®van-
bity and strivingafter wind.

L 1o Ecclesiastes 3

Qi By the necessary change of times, vanity is added
to human travail. 11 There is an excellence in

t Jehovah's works. 16 Jehovah shall judge man.

o § To althere isan appointed time, even a

time for every purpose under the heavens:

a? a time to bear, and a time to die; a time to

Cblant, and a time to pull up whiatplanted;

iB a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time

to tear down, and a time to build up;

e4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a

time to lament, and a time to dance;

that already the days to come will be fpi5 a time to throw away stones, and a time

gotten. And how do the wismesdie above
the fool?

to gather stones; a time to embrace, and a
time to refrain from embracing;

17 1 And | hated life; because the work {h&t a time to seek, and a time to let perish;

is done under the siman evilthingto me;
for all is vanity and strivingafter wind.

18 Yea, | hated all my labor whichdid
under the sun, a laborer, that | must ¢
it to the man who will be after me.

a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
7 atime to tear, and a time to sew together;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
aBea time to love, and a time to hate; a time
of war, and a time of peace.

19 And who knowd# he will be wise or & 9 What advantagie tohim who works in

fool? Yet he shall rule among all my lal
in which | labored, and acted wisely un
the sun. Thiss also vanity.

20 And | turned to make my heart desy
over all the labor which | labored ung
the sun.

21 When there is a man whose labo

dhat which helid asa laborer.

Het0 | have seen the task which God has given
to the sons of men, to be humbled by it.
airl 1 He has made everything beautiful in
és time. Also, He has set eternity in their
heart, without which man cannot find out
rtiee work that God makes from the begin-

with wisdom, and with knowledge, a

hding even to the end.
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Ecclesiastes 4

642

| know that whatever God does, it is forever

12 | know thathere isno good in then]
except fora manto rejoice to do good i
his life.

,oppressing thewaspower; but there was

ot one who comforts them.

2 And | commended thenes whadied,

13 And also every man that eats atttbsewho already have died, more than

drinks, and sees good in his laboisithe
gift of God.

14 | know that whatever God does
shall be forever; nothing is to be adg
to it, and nothing is to diminish from
For God doest so that they fear befo
Him.

15 That which has been, it already is;
that whichis to be,it already has bee
And God seeks that which is pursued.

16 Y And again | saw under the sun
place of judgment: wickednessthere; ang
the place of righteousness, wickedniss
there.

17 | said in my heart, God shall judge
righteousone and the wickedne for there
is a time there for every good purpose
for every work there.

18 | said in my heart concerning the nj
ter of the sons of men, that God may pu
them and see that thaye beasts, they b
themselves.

19 For the event of the sons of men,
the event of beasts, even one eviertb
them. As thisone dies, so thabne dies;
yea, one breatis to all; so that there is {
the man no advantage over the beast
all is vanity.

20 All go to one place; all are of the dy
and all return to the dust.

21 Who knows the spirit of the sons
man,whetheiit goes upward; and the sp
of the beastwhetherit goes downward t
the earth?

22 And | have seen that nothirgbetter
than that the man should rejoice in
works; for thatis his portion; for who ca
bring him to see what shall be after hip

Ecclesiastes 4

1 Vanity is increased to men by oppression, 4
envy, 5 by idleness, 7 by covetousness, 9 by
tariness, 13 by willfulness.

1 9 So | returned and considered all
oppressions that are done under the

And behold the tears of those who w

oppressed, anthere isnot for them on

the living. that theyare still alive.

3 Yea, better than both of theathat one
\itho has not yet been, who has not seen the
@il work that is done under the sun.

t.4 9 And | considered all labor, and every
@dvantage of the work, that it is the envy
of a man against his neighbor; tigsalso

hndnity and strivingafter wind.
N.5 The fool folds his hands together and

eats his own flesh.
the Betteris a palm filledwith rest, than
two fists filled with labor and strivingaf-
ger wind.

7 1 And | returned and saw vanity under
hiee sun.

8 There is onalone andthere isnot a
heelcond; anthere isnot a son or a brother
to him; andthere isnot an end to all his
a#bor; even his eyes are not satisfied with
ngehes; anche saysFor whom do | labor,
yvand my soul be without good? Tlgsalso
vanity; yea, itis an evil task.

Arg Two are better than one; because there
is a good reward for their labor.

10 For if they fall, this one will lift up his
a@ompanion. But woe to him, the one that
fldts, and there is not a second to lift him
up.
st 1 Also if two lietogether even warmth
is to them; but for onalone how is he
@farm?
ritt2 And if one overpowers him, two shall
pstand before him; and a threefold cord is
not quickly torn apart.

13 1 A poor and a wise chilslbetter than
hise old and stupid king who does not know
hto be warned any more.
n14 For from the house of the imprisoned
he goes forth to reign, although in his king-
dom he was born poor.
by5 | saw all the living who walk about
soikder the sun, with the second child who

shall stand up instead of him.
tH6 There isno end to all the people, to
sath who have been before them; also the
Hiater onesshall not rejoice with him.
bSurely thisis also vanity and striving

who comforts! And at the hand of thd
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He who loves silver will not be satisfied

643

Ecclesiastes 5

Ecclesiastes 5

1 Vanities in divine service, 8 in murmuring agai
oppression, 9 and in riches. 18 Joy in riches
the gift of Jehovah.

1 ¥ Guard your feet when you go to

14 but those riches perish by an evil task;
and he fathers a son, and not anythdrig
dhis hand.

isl5 As he came forth from his mother’s
womb naked, he shall return to go as he
lsame. And from his toil he may not carry

house of God, and draw near to hear, marg/thing that may go in his hand.

than to give a sacrificgs dothe fools

For they do not know that they are do
an evilthing.

2 Do not be hurriedith your mouth, an
do not let your heart hurry to bring forth
word before God. For God in Heaven
and youare on earth; on account of th
let your words be few.

3 For the dream comes through the gr|
ness of the task; and the voice of the
is known by the greatness bis words.

16 And this alsds an evilthing which
mgakes oneto be sick,that in all, as he
came, so shall he go. And what profit is to
lhim who has labored for the wind?
d7 Also all his days he eats in darkness,
and with much grief, andith his sickness
sand wrath.

18 1 Behold that which | have sedinis
bgbod, it is beautiful, to eat and to drink
@old to see good in all his labor that the
laborerdoesunder the sun, the number of

4 9 When you vow a vow to God, do ntte days of his life which God gives to him,

wait to fulfill it. For He has no pleasure
fools. Fulfill that which you have vowe
51tis better that you should not vow, th
that you should vow and not fulfill it.

6 Do not allow your mouth to cause yc
flesh to sin; do not say before the an
that itwasan error. Why should God
angry over your voice, and destroy
work of your hands?

7 For in the multitude of dreams, bd
words and vanities abound; but fear G

8 If you see the oppression of the poot
the removing of justice and righteousn
in the province, do not be amazed at
purpose. For a high one over a high on
watching; and high onesre over them.

9 ¥ And the advantage of a land, it
among all;evena king has a field bein
tilled.

10 He wholoves silver will not be satig
fied with silver; andhe wholoves abun
dance does not gain. Thsalso vanity.

11 When the good thing increases, th
who devour it increase; then what prasdi
it to its possessor, except to #ewith his
eyes?

12 The sleep of the laboring miarsweet
whether he eats little or much. But the s3
lust of the rich will not allow him to slee

13 There is an evithing whichl have
seen under the suwhichmakesone to be
sick: riches being kept for its owner to

rfor it is his portion.

.19 Also every man to whom God has given

aniches and treasures, and gives him power to
eat of it, and to take his share, and to rejoice
um beinga laborer; iis the gift of God.

ge0 For he shall not much remember the

bdays of his life, because God answirs

lie the joy of his heart.

th Ecclesiastes 6

pOThe vanity of riches without use. 3 Of children,
, 06 and old age without riches.
pdsq There is an evithingthat | have seen
teder the sun, and it is great upon men:
e 2sA man to whom God has given riches,
and wealth, and honor, so that he lacks
mothing for his soul of all that he desires;
g/et God does not give him the power to
eat of it, but a foreign man eats it; tligs
vanity, and itis an evil disease.

3 If a man fathers a hundred, and lives
many years, and the days of his years are
avany, and his soul is not satisfied from the
good, and also there is no burial for him; |
say, a miscarriage is better than he.

4 For he comes in with vanity and goes
out in darkness; his name shall be covered
ieddarkness.
D. 5 Also he has not seen and has not known the
sun; more ress to thisonethan to thabne

6 Yea, though he lives twice a thousand
nigars, yet he has seen no good. Do not all

evil;
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Ecclesiastes 7

644

Wisdom makes the wise stronger

7 9 All the labor of mais for his mouth,
and yet the soul is not filled.

8 For whatis the advantage to the wis
onesabove the fool? Whadvantage is
to the humbl®newho knowshowto walk
before the living?

9 Betteris the sight of the eyes than t
wandering of the soul. This also vanity
and strivingafter wind.

10 That which has beegits name already
was called, and it is known that isenan;
and he is not able to contend with H
who is stronger than he.

11 1 Since there are many things that
crease vanityand whatis the advantagg
to men?

12 For who knows whas good for man
in this life, the number of the days loik
life of vanity? Even he makes them i
the shadow. For who can tell a man w
shall be after him under the sun?

Ecclesiastes 7

1 Remedies against vanity are; a good namej
mortification, 7 patience, 11 wisdom.
1 1 A good nameés better than good oll
and the day of death than the day of on
birth.

11 1 Wisdonis good with an inheritance;
yea, an advantage to those who see the sun.
e 12 For wisdomis in a shadowand silver
is in a shadow; but the profit of knowledge
is thatwisdom gives life to its possessors.
13 Consider the work of God; for who
hecan make that straight which He has bent?
14 On the good day, be in gosypirit, but
also consider in the evil dathat God has
made this one along with this one, so that
man should not find anything after him.
m15 All thingsl have seen in the days of my
vanity; there is a justnewho perishes in
ifis righteousness, and there is a wickee
e who prolongdhis lifein his evil.
16 Do not beoo much a righteousng
nor make yourself overly wise; why de-
stroy yourself?
e17 Do not be a very wickeshe and do
natot be a fool; why should you dand it
not be your time?
181t is good that you should take hold of
this; yea, also from this do not let your
hand rest; for he who fears God shall come
forth with all of them.
19 Wisdom makes the wismestronger
ethan ten rulers who are in the city.
20 Forthere isnot a jusbneon the earth

2 Itis better to go to the house of mou
ing than to go to the house of feasting;
it is the end of every man; and the livi
will lay it to his heart.

3 Griefis better than laughter; for by th
sadness of the face the heartis made g

4 The heart of the wisenesis in the
house of mourning; but the heart of
fool is in the house of mirth.

51t is better to hear the rebuke of the w
onesthan for a man to hear the song of foq

who does good, and does not sin.

n
10(21 Also, do not give your heart to all the

gvords they speak, that you not hear your
servant cursing you.
e 22 For also your own heart knows that you
pydurself have also cursed others many times.
23 1 All this | have tested by wisdom: |
heaid, | will be wise; but #vasfar from me.
24 What is far off and exceeding deep,
se/ho can find it out?
Is25 And | turned my heart about, to know,

6 For as the sound of thorns under a pand to search out, and to seek out wis-

sois the laughter of the fool. And this als
is vanity.

7 9 For oppression makes a wisenmad;
and a bribe destroys the heart.

8 Betteris the end of a thing than its b
ginning; the patient in spiris better than
the proud in spirit.

9 Do not hasten to be angry in your spi
for anger rests in the bosom of fools.

10 Do not say, Why wasthat the former
days were better than these? For you

adom, and the reasatfithings and to know
the wickedness of folly, and the foolish-
ness of madness:
26 and | found more bitter than death the
pyvoman whose head snares and nets; her
handsare bonds. A goodnanbefore God
shall escape from her; but the sinner shall
ithe captured by her.
27 Behold, this | have found, says the Preacher,
countingone by one to find out the sum,
das that my soul still seeks, but | have not

not ask from wisdom concerning this.
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There is a time and judgment to every purpo845

Ecclesiastes 8

found, but a woman among all these | h
not found.

29 See, this only | have found, that G
has made man upright, but they have so
out many inventions.

Ecclesiastes 8
1 Kings are greatly to be respected. 12 Itis bef

A8 But it shall not be good for the wicked
one and he shall not prolorgs days like a
athadow, because he does not fear before God.
Lidlt § There is a vanity which is done on
the earth: There are jusheswhom it
touches to them according to the works of
the wickedones and there are wickezhes

t¢é0 whom it touches according to the work

with the godly in adversity, than with the wickg®f the righteouones | said that this also

ones in prosperity.

1 9 Whois as the wiseone? And who
knows the interpretation of a thing?
man’s wisdom makes his face shine,
by might his face is changed.

2 | say, Keep the king’s mouth, even
the matter of the oath of God;

3 do not hasten to go from before h
Do not take a stand in an evil matter,
all that he pleases he does.

4 Because the king's woid that which
has power; even who will say to him, W
are you doing?

is vanity.

15 Then | praised mirth, because nothing is
Aood for man under the sun except to eat
pand to drink and to be glad. For that shall
join with him in his labor for the days of his
blife which God gives him under the sun.

16 When | gave my heart to know wis-
rdom, and to see the task that is done on the
fearth; for even by day and by night he does

not see sleep in his eyes.

17 Then | saw all the work of God, that a
natan cannot find out the work that is done
under the sun; that for which a man labors

5 Whoeverkeeps the command shall ntd seek out, yet he shall not find it. And

know an evil thing. The heart of the wi
onesknow both time and judgment.

6 1 Because there is a time and judgn
to every purpose, ithis the evil of maris
great upon him.

7 For he does not know what shall
For who can declare to him when it sh
be?

8 Man is not a ruler over the spirit,
restrain the spirit; and not he has pows
the day of death. Anithere isno discharg
in that war, and wickedness shall not
liver its possessors.

9 1 All this | have seen. | gave my hear|
every work that is done under the stinere

seven if the wisenesspeak of knowing, he
shall not be able to findl.

t .
en Ecclesiastes 9

1 Like things happen to good and bad. 4 There is
Dea necessity of death to men. 11 Jehovah'’s provi-
aldence rules over all. 13 Wisdom is better than
strength.
tdl  For all this | gave to my heart, even to
rdlear up all this, that the righteooses
pand the wisenesand their worksre in
jthe hand of God. Also love, also hatred,
man does not know athat isbefore them.
t 18 All thathappenst is to all; one event to
the righteousne and to the wickedne

is a time in which a man rules over a mamthe goodneg and to the cleaong and

for an evilreasonto him.
10 And this | saw, the wickeshesburied;

to the uncleamne to him who sacrifices,
and to him who does not sacrifice. s

and they came and went from the holy pl
and were forgotten in the citthesethings|
that they had done. Thisalso vanity.
11 Where sentenam an evil work is no
executed speedily, on account of this
heart of the sons of men is filled in th
to do an evilact

12 Though a sinner does evil a hun
times and hisdaysare long to him, y
surely | know that it shall be well to th
who fear God, who fear before Him.

tee goodong sois the sinnerhe who
swears is akethat fears an oath.

3 Thisis an evileventamong allthings
that are done under the sun, thstre is
thee event to all. Yea, also the heart of the
sons of men is full of evpurpose and mad-
nessis in their heart while thewre alive,
radd after thathey goto those who died.

t 4 9 Forto himwho is chosen tbe among
| the living, there is hope. For a living
dogis better than a liothat died.
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Ecclesiastes 10

646

The heart of the sons of men is full of evil

5 For the living know that they shall d
butthe onesaving died do not know an
thing, and not to them is any more a
ward, for their memory is forgotten.

6 Also their love, their hatred, and th
envy has now perished; and tioereis a
portion for them any more forever in
that is done under the sun.

7 Go, eat your bread with joy, and dr
your wine with a good heart, for God n
is pleased with your works.

8 Let your garments be white at ev
time; and let your head lack no oil.

9 Look on life with the wife whom you
love all the days of the life of your vanit
which He gave you under the sun, all
days of your vanity. For thas your por-
tion in this life, and in your labor whic
you asa laborerdo under the sun.

10 All that your hand finds to do, db
with your strength. Fothere isno work,
or planning, or knowledge, or wisdom,
Sheol, there where you go.

11 9 | turned back and saw under the
that the racés not to the swiftones and
the battle not to the mightynes and no
even bread to the wisene and not eve
riches to discerningnes and not eve
favor toonesknowing. For time and o
currence happen to them all.

12 For man also does not know his ti
As the fish that are caught in the evil
and as the birds that are caught in the
like theseare the sons of men snared in
evil time, when it falls suddenly on the

13 § This wisdom | saw also under
sun, and iis great to me:

14 there wasa little city, and few men i
it. And a great king came against it,
turned around it, and built huge siege wa
against it.

15 And there was found in it a poor w

I Ecclesiastes 10
re-Observations of wisdom and folly: 16 of riot,
18 laziness, 19 and money. 20 Men'’s thoughts
Birof kings ought to be reverent.
1 7 As flies of death cause the perfumer’s
hil to stinkandferment; so a little foolish-
ness is heavier than wisdand honor.
nR The heart of the wisene istoward his
pvight, but the fool’s heart toward his left.
3 And also, in the way in which a fool
byyalks, his heart is lacking, and he says to
all that heis a fool.

4 1] If the spirit of the ruler rises up against
ywou, do not leave your place; famind of
thealth quiets great sins.

5 There is an evihing | have seen under
hthe sun, like a sin of error that comes from
the presence of the ruler:

6 folly is set in many higlpositions and

many richonessit in humblesituations

i | have seen slaves on horses, and rulers
walking as slaves on the earth.

s@He who digs a pit may fall into it; and
one breaking a wall, a snake may bite him.

9 He whopulls out stones may be hurt
nwith them;he whosplits trees may be en-
ndangered by them.

-10 If the iron is blunt, and he does not
whet the faces, evene must addnore
rengthjt mug be strong. But wisdors

a‘gm advantage giving success.

red, If the snake will bite without charm-
ang, then therés no advantage to a master
hof tongue.
h&2 § The words of a wise mougte grace,
but the lips of a fool swallow him;
h 13 the beginning of the words of his
maouth is foolishness; and the end of his
rkwouthis evil madness.

14 Yet the fool makes many words; a man
denows not what shall be; and what shall be

man, and he by his wisdom saved the
Yet no man remembered that poor m

iafter him, who can tell him?
115 The labor of fools wearies them, because

16 And | said, Wisdoms better that he does not knoWwowto go to the city.

strength; but the poor man’s wisdad

16 1 Woe to you, O land, when your kiag

despised, and his words are not heard| a boy, and your leaders eat in the morning.

17 The words of wisenesare heard i

17 Blessedreyou, O land, when your king

guiet, more than the cry of one who rulésthe son of nobles, and your leaders eat in

among fools.

duetime, in strength, and not in drinking.

18 Wisdoris better than weapons of cdn48 The framework sinks through laziness; and
flict; but one sinner destroys much goadhrough lowering of hands, the house leaks.
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The conclusion: fear God; keep His words 647 Ecclesiastes 11

19 Breadis made for laughter, and wiheot come, or the years reach when you shall
gladdens life; but silver answers thlings | say, There isno pleasure in them for me;

20 Also, do not curse a king in yoluR until notyetthe sun, and the light, and
thought; and do not curse the rich in yptite moon, and the stars, are darkened, and
bedrooms; for a bird of the heavens mthe clouds return after rain;
carry the voice; yea, the lord of wings ma$ in the day when those keeping the house
tell the matter. shall tremble, and the strong men are bent,

. and the ones grinding cease because they
Ecclesiastes 11 are few; and those looking out the win-
1 Directions for charity. 7 Death in life, 9 and tHedows become dim.
day of judgment matters in the days of youth). 4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets,
1 9 Send out your bread on the face of thiken the sound of grinding is low, and one
waters, for you shall find it in many daysgrises up at the voice of a bird, and all the

2 Give a share to seven, or even to eigtiughters of song are silenced;
for you do not know what evil may be prb also they shall be afraid of a high place,
the earth. and terrors in the way; and the almond tree

3 If the clouds are full of rain, they emptshall blossom, and the locust makes him-
on the earth. And if the tree falls in If a burden; and desire breaks, because
south, or in the north, in the place wh n goes to the house of eternity, and the
the tree falls, there it shall be. wailers go about in the street;

4 He whowatches the wind shall not sow6 while the silver cord has not gone far
and he who looks at the clouds shall not reapiay, or the golden bowl is crushed, or

5 As you do not know whas the way of the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or
the Spirit, as the bones in the womb of [ttilee wheel broken at the cistern;
full one even so you do not know the wofk3 then the dust shall return to the earth as
of God who makes all. it was, and the spirit shall return to God

6 Sow your seed in the morning, and| édo gave it.
not rest your hand until evening; for you|d8 1 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
not know what shall succeed, this or that;alt is vanity.
whether they botkhall begood as one. | 9 And more than that, the Preacheas

7 1 Also the lights sweet; yeait is good| wise; he still more taught the people knowl-
for the eyes to see the sun. edge; and gave ear, and soughtandset

8 But if the man lives many years, let Hiilm order many proverbs.
rejoice in them all, and remember the day®) The Preacher sought to find out pleas-
of darkness, for they shall be many. pitg words, and words of truth writtesn
that may comés vanity. uprightness.

9 Rejoice, O young man, in your youthll The words of wisenes areas goads;
And make your heart glad in the dayq wéa, as nails driven iare the masters of
your youth, and walk in the ways of yquollections, thewre given from one Shep-
heart, and in the sight of your eyes; rd.
know that for all thesthingsGod will bring| 12 And more than these, my son, be
you into judgment. warned: The making of many books has

10 And turn aside frustration from youmo end, and much studsweariness of the
heart, and cause eyilrposeto pass fromflesh.
your flesh. For childhood and prime of lifel3 { Let us hear the end of the whole mat-
arevanity. ter: Fear God, and keep His command-

. ments; for thisapplies toevery man.
Ecclesiastes 12 14 For God shall bring every work into
1 The Creator is to be remembered in due tipjudgment, with all that is hidden, whether

13 The fear of Jehovah is the antidote of vanitit. iS good, or whetheit is evil.

1 1 Remember now your Creator in the
days of your youth, until the evil days do
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